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Back in 1993, Typex, Volume 9, Issues number 1 and 2 featured a story written by former Editor Tom 
FitzGerald about a Sholes & Glidden typewriter that Carl P. Dietz had acquired for the Milwaukee Public 
Museum (MPM). This is the museum to which Dietz had dedicated years of his life, amassing one of the 
world's most impressive typewriter collections. He went about his work methodically but in the 1993 
& Typex newsletter stories he was "painted" as being a swindler of sorts. 
But was he really? Who was Cari P. Dietz? What was he really like? What were his goals and 
accomplishments? 
Please turn to page 623 to learn more about a fascinating hero of mine (ours). 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 








After what seems to be a long winter, 
the weather has finally turned nice. 

| hope everyone will enjoy the Carl P. 
Dietz story which | have been sitting on 
for quite some time. 

In just about six short months (Nov. 

4" 6") a lot of us will be “doing” the 
"Charleston" in SC. The big convention 
promises to be a fun time and | hope more 
of you will follow through and join us. For 
more information or questions about the 
gathering, please write to Lin Lewis at: 
222 W. Coleman Bivd., Mt. Pleasant, SC 
29464. Or e-mail at: lin@mobilemarriage.com Her toll free telephone is: 
(877) 933-6311. 

In the last issue on page 615, | made it appear as though the "Classic 
Typewriter Store” was something that | had established. My wording was 
incorrect. It should have mentioned that this site is the enterprise or 
Richard Polt. My apologies to Richard, and anyone else who may have 
been confused about this subject. 


<>< ><> ><> <> <>< >< dC SC dC dC ><> CSCS <d< ><> <>< 
News from Overseas: by Les Owen, England 


After a quiet two or three months, | can sense a change in mood. 
Spring brings the anticipation of the major collectors’ meetings and the 
better weather for the flea markets and antique shows. E-mails are being 
exchanged, and arrangements made to meet up and proving that these 
are social gatherings as well as places to find that elusive typewriter. 


The first international meeting of size will be held in Switzerland from 
May 13" to 15™ with the Breker auction a month later and the sales 
tables at the Tennis club as usual, post auction. Both attract good 
numbers from throughout Europe, and are well worth the travel. The 
hope is that the machines on show and on offer are worthy of the effort! 


A major event has been organized for September in Vienna. This will 
be a special exhibition, entitled “Writing Like Printing” showing Peter 
Mitterhofer's Typewriters 1864-1869. This will be held at the Vienna 
Technical Museum preceded by a collectors meeting in Bad Véslau , just 
a short ride outside the city. Anyone planning a trip to Europe would do 
well to look at September for the timing and Vienna as the place to be. 
More information from Margot Jutaske at the Technisches Museum 


Wien. margotjuraske@tmw.at 


eBay continues to show extreme European interest. Looking at the 
bidding raises the question whether prices would have slipped a way 
back were it not for this input to the US market. A case in point is the 
recent sale of an Odell no 2. In my view, (and others’), this was not a lot 
more than a parts machine with a major part already broken. Winning bid 
was $771 from France with Spain the under bidder. Add shipping from 
the US and the strong possibility of duty and tax, and the final price is 
nearer $850. As long as the dollar remains weak against the Euro, | am 
sure more European collectors will enter the market. 


Anyone intending to travel to Europe at any time, and looking for places 
to visit to see typewriters, please e-mail me and | will pleased to help. 
lo@landbee.demon.co.uk 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


After an absence of several months, I’ve now 
returned home and am ready to get back to the 
business of bringing you recent eBay auction results. 
I also want to offer thanks to my good friend and 
sister collector Lynda Beckler for subbing for me in 
the last two issues of Typex. I’m most grateful. 


The first quarter of 2005 brought the usual parade of 
Olivers, Hammonds and Blicks, but a number of less 
common machines made their way to the 
marketplace as well. Most notable was a Salter 5 
that fetched $6,707. A rare Spanish index machine, a 
Hogar, brought $2,275. 


Among the less common machines were a couple of 
Bartholomew Stenographs, an Imperial A, an 
International 5, an Edelmann, a Kanzler 4 and a Liga 
(name variant of the German Reliable [not 
Reliance]). 


Other oddities included a booklet of operating 
instructions for the Crandall, an Oliver beer stein, 
and an Ideal copy holder by Crandall. It appears the 
ephemera market is alive and well. 


Before moving on to auction results, here’s another 
reminder to all that the fraud perpetrators are 
working 24/7 to ensnare the unwary in new and 
creative ways, most of which involve e-mail. 


Remember, eBay and PayPal will never ask you to 
provide credit card info, passwords or other sensitive 
information via e-mail. eBay will not send you e- 
mail that includes attachments and you will not be 
required to enter information on a page that cannot 
be accessed from the eBay site. If you receive a 
message that appears to have been sent from eBay 
that includes an attachment, do not open it. 


The following are U.S. auction results for the period 
January through March 2005. Listings reflect model 
numbers when provided or discernable through 
accompanying photos. 


@e Baywatch... recent eBay auction highlights. 


Salter: SiSNy 1743. c.sesattucc<testeerecek: $6,707 
LC a nine Sees eae 2.275 
Hammond, curved keyboard ............. 1,625 
Hammond, curved keyboard ............. L552, 
Nationale 3.0. scck ee htc aees 1,528 
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by Jann Dorothy 
IniternationalS! \255.c2s.ccs cavaccwmecseseeees 1,500 
Hammond, curved keyboard .............. 1,425 
Hammond 1, curved keyboard .......... 1,237 
Meritt tea ncteestee.cs cee oceeses ssaseceneiny 1,200 
Bartholomew Stenograph ............ .... 1,078 
GIODESSNW 268 Rene cates cece seseenece 1,066 
Lambert SN 229. ccccsssiscctecuvesccesas 1,046 
Keanzler aos Steet ohetccice vas esnecweane 1,200 
Walligiitsy estan oo cone tends ane aeonkactene 963 
Hammond |, straight keyboard ........... 920 
GHAI Pee ccetantet cs coecenacootseuteness 905 
Imperial B, portable aluminum ........... 905 
[VOSERSIN 1708.5 fccaneoceeaicbaetiedece 860 
Hammond) 12.055 S2.csacchecccess caceseseceds 796 
Salletaly jacccndordeeststeweeeter es tenance 770 
Odell 3, wooden box, instructions ....... 738 
Groma portable, SS key ................... 714 
Daugherty 1,'SN 1469 ......ccrecsevesessss 711 
O71) |W, Wee Pate sl 5 st TS ae ue coe 688 
UPD dasha tibweesersib one iaeitetnse Sexaacaie 660 
A 10; (EE es, A A ee ee ee ere 660 
Standard Folding 2, SN 5978 .............. 640 
FSITICRSOTNS Sotho Or ON eae Ee has 615 
Blickensderfer 5, SN 7303 ..............06 584 
Hammond Braille, curved keyboard ...... 530 
CPR GLEDNN 2 oo) doc cecennsennevecssaseanavobins 510 
TE Ee Terai Aa 500 
Hammond 2, curved keyboard ............ 493 
Figgins FONT snance ccs scnccssiayesiyses 451 
ROM BD gehen cote eos een etoadioecsees 424 
ONG ee hace esha coeece Aes 416 
FES ooo alt ands coisncdisdcaiwedcnevsses 405 
Ji nc aR on One Sn ee ee 403 
| gs Mr, A SPO er oe ee oe 400 
br (YP ee, pole eine PL eS 362 
Blickensderfer Featherweight ............ 351 
STIRRED COMIN oo on awn nase vinnsasctaweneds 328 
STC EN i 6, Deer hee Se 307 
BADG OR GI s desde ciesscsncscsanccnsavacsaxess 302 
Standard 2, Wykoff et al .................. 299 
Tripestial portale qos wccesctcsss ssi cccssccee 273 
Oliver Neen Sols, 2s. vet Se eiaeeeceseex 248 
oii S iid tt ee ee 235 
Bhickensdeérfer'S (5. :...605 636 .d2<0ie doce. 233 
Ideal copy holder by Crandall ........... 228 
SSURIMGAIG POMIINDE <0 donc Ccssseciaselaceseevs 205 
Blickensdetter S327). esa bonsescuspeucsse 202 
PC REMIBCRETES Fcc tiodeuaetaneweecrestwors 183 
Crandall directions booklet ............... 180 
ISHGRGNSOcT fon Gown. orense see ee ae ewes 175 

















The Carl P. Dietz story. 


Continued from cover page. 





Let's see if we can set the record straight. 


First, in reference to the story written in the 
1993 Typex newsletters, he was "exposed” by 
virtue of his own correspondence, in which it 
appears that he wrote a donor of a very early 
historically important Sholes & Glidden 


He mentioned that it would be “on loan" to 
the museum, after the donor had already 
shipped the machine to him. But when the 
donor (a Mrs. Johnson of Ft. Leavenworth, 
KS) wrote back to confirm her ownership, 
Dietz tried to change his understanding and 
told her that he was convinced that her Sholes 
& Glidden was a gift, and now a permanent 
part of the museum. 

Now | ask you; how many current 
typewriter collectors might try the same ploy to 
secure such a desirable machine for their own 
(personal) collections? DON'T ANSWER 
THAT! Here's the catch. Dietz was doing this 
for the museum, not his "personal collection.” 

I'm not endorsing the ethics or morals of 
this behavior, but it lends to the "character" of 
the extraordinary man that Dietz was, and 
what lengths he went to while amassing one of 
the world’s largest collections of writing 
machines and related memorabilia. 

Another great story that is attributed to 
Dietz was when a typewriter dealer named 
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Collins in Brownwood, Texas told him he had 
a Bennett typewriter and he would trade Dietz 
for some Milwaukee beer because he lived in 
a "dry territory" and the only way to get beer 
was to have it shipped in. So if Dietz could get 
him the beer then he could have a party with 
his American Legion lodge brothers. 

Dietz leaked the story to newspaper 
reporters, and the Schlitz Brewery Co. offered 
to ship the man a keg and a half of brew in 
return for the man donating his Bennett to 
Dietz. Needless to say, Dietz was the talk of 
Texas for some time after. 

Another interesting story was that while 
attending a convention in Philadelphia, Dietz 
stopped off at Walnut St. looking for old 
typewriters. While visiting one store a man 
overheard his conversation and suggested he 
come to visit him. Dietz did visit him and 
secured two more typewriters, one of which 
was a Travis. 

One of his favorite stories originated in 
Tucson, AZ. He visited a second-hand store 
and saw some old machines—Smith- 
Premiers, Olivers, and Remington 10s—but he 
told the owner he was interested in much older 
pieces. The proprietor told Dietz to come out 
back to the shed. And there he found five 
good ones: a Crandall with mother-of-pearl 
inlay, a Remington model 2, a Pullman A, a 
Franklin, and an American. He paid the man 
$5 and had them shipped to Milwaukee for 
another $6.50, and that was the genesis, of 
the collection. 

He always said that he was anxious to hear 
from anyone who had any material that would 
fit into his exhibits. And he would kindly pay 
the express charges, and where the person 
felt that they could not make an outright 
donation, he would be willing to pay them a 
small amount. But Dietz was quick to remind 
folks that this collection was to be donated to 
the museum and that he was an ordinary 
citizen, and could not pay any fancy prices. 

He had an uncanny knack for finding and 
acquiring machines and he always knew 
which way to turn at the “fork in the road." He 
was unquestionably among the greatest 
typewriter collectors of all time. 

His accomplishments in this regard can 
never be duplicated because he lived in the 
right era where old relics were ripe for the 
picking and nobody (except Dietz) attributed 
much historical significance to these 
machines. Continued on page 625. 


Remington Rand Inc. 


118 FEDERAL ST. BOSTON, MASS. 


Way 3 1957 





vr Carl T Dietz, Ald-rman 
City Hall 
Milwaukee, wis 





Dear Mr Dietz: rr é } 
L 


The enclosed article taken from one of the Boston papers, was very 
interesting to me, due to the fact that I happen to be the grand- 
son of the inventor of the first practicsl typewriter, ifr Christ- 
opher Lathauw Sholes. 


I am wonéering if you have in your possession amon; the earlier 
nodels, one that has on the front cover the designetion in the 
following,- "Sholes & Glidden, Typewriter Patenteu by b Remington 
@ Sons, Ilion". I have such a aeciine bearing serial number on 


the eross piece right beck of the nuwerals #A-le6z. 


+ oceurs to me that possibily you may have some inéication of the 
date of this model, and if so, I vill very much appreciate you tell- 
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Being interested as you are in old models of typevriters, I presume 
that you ars amare that the Smithsonian Institute in hashington has 
quite a complete display, including, I believe, the original vork- 
ing models. 
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But what do we really know about this 
man? 

He was born on September 19, 1876 
(about the same time as the Type-Writer) in 
Newark, NJ. Then when he was still a baby his 
folks moved to San Francisco, CA. 

He was one of six children, two boys and 
four girls. 

In 1891 at age 15, he was hired for his first 
job as a law clerk. It was at that job that he 
first learned to typewrite on a Yost No. 1. He 
would later find a Yost for the museum while 
visiting Louisville, KY. It is believed that he 
migrated to Milwaukee around the turn of the 
century. 

On October 8, 1902, Mr. Dietz was united 
in marriage to Miss Hedwig Zahli, of 
Milwaukee. 

In 1909 he was a member of the Charter 
Convention, and was a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Public Library. 

But by 1910-1912 he was serving as 
comptroller of Milwaukee and as president and 
chairman of the city's finance committee. 

Dietz spent about 38 years in elective 
office, six years as justice of the peace, two as 
city comptroller, and the last 30 years (1918- 
1948) as alderman in Milwaukee. 

Additionally, for many years, he was 

in the insurance business. 

In 1920 he lived at 778 Seventeenth St., in 
Milwaukee and by 1937 he was using 1620 
Lloyd St. as his address. 

He retired in September of 1947 at the age 
of 73. For his retirement he was presented 
with a Remington Noiseless typewriter. 

He once said that he was determined to 
make a collection of typewriters, little realizing 
what he was getting himself into. He thought 
that 15 or 20 machines would amount to a real 
collection. But he was just a "babe in the 
woods." He said that if he had known that 
there were hundreds of different kinds he 
would have been scared off and the collection 
would never have been made. 

But it was on March 29, 1934 that he 
bought his first collectible typewriter and by 
July of that year began collecting in earnest. 
At that point he had already collected and 
donated 35 machines to the museum. 

By 1937 that number had swelled to over 
330. Ironically Mr. Dietz had stated that: "I 
have never been in the typewriter business." 
(OH yeah? You could have fooled me.) 

As the collection grew, Dietz worked 
tirelessly in promoting the MPM museum and 


the world-class typewriter collection he was 
building. 

He collected in earnest from about 1934 
through 1938. 

Through the years he corresponded with 
many hundreds of potential "donors," and 
most of his correspondence survives to this 
day as a testimony to his work. 

One such person turned out to be George 
L. Sholes, the grandson of the inventor, 
Christopher Latham Sholes. 

A copy of one of Sholes' letters is shown 
on page 624. 

Another notable possible donor was the 
Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, MI. In 
November 1934, Dietz wrote them to see if 
they would be willing to "trade" duplicates. 

Dietz began by offering to trade a Bennett 
Typewriter for a Ford Typewriter. (This guy 
had some moxie, huh?) 

He then followed-up with offers of such 
duplicates as; a Burnett, Brooks, National, 
Franklin, Travis and others. (Must be nice to 
have those "duplicates" huh?) 

Anyway it is not known if any trade was 
ever completed between the parties but copies 
of two pages of their correspondence can be 
seen on pages 628 and 629. 

Dietz also corresponded with Henry Simier, 
who was at that time president of American 
Writing Machine Co. While discussing the 
prospect of finding the historically important 
Beach Typewriter, he casually mentioned the 
"Grand Opening" of the typewriter collection, 
at the Milwaukee Public Museum (MPM). He 
says it was open to the public on March 21, 
1937. And that 6,000 persons had attended on 
the first day. A copy of one such letter can be 
seen on page 627. 

While steadily building the world's largest 
(at that time) typewriter collection, Mr. Dietz 
traveled most of the United States in search of 
that always-elusive model that he was seeking 
to add to the collection. 

in his correspondence he mentions visiting 
the following places: the state of Alaska, the 
cities of Knoxville, Atlanta, 
Birmingham, Macon, Nashville, New York, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Dayton, 
Louisville, St. Louis, Kansas City, Ft. 
Leavenworth, Chicago, Minneapolis, St. Paul, 
San Francisco, San Diego, and every town in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin including Madison 
and Green Bay, that had a typewriter shop 
located in them. Continued on page 630. 
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Champion Keyboard—endorsed by world- 
famous speed typists. 


Chromium plating. 

Much more quiet. 

Handsome, long line Space Lever. 
Improved Paper Table. 

Paper Table Centering Scale. 
Adjustable Lateral Paper Guide. 


Much improved touch and operating 
appeal. 


Enlarged Cylinder Knobs. 


Inbuilt Tabulator— 
standard equipment. 


Open face Type Guide. 


New left hand Carriage Release— right 
hand release also. 


Large vacuum rubber feet. 


New handsome walrus-grain Carrying Case 
—double lock—all Chromium plated 
hardware—strong, all leather handle. 


Every Underwood 
Portable is backed 
by nation-wide 
service facilities. 




















Here is the new Underwood Champion Port- 
able . . . to go along with the travelers ... or to 
linger with the stay-at-homes ... helping all to 
orderly, clean-cut writing. 


The Underwood Champion is light, compact and easy 
to carry. It is smooth, swift and quiet in action. When 
you buy an Underwood Portable you get all the skill and 
ability of the men who are producing the recognized business 
typewriter of the world. Made by the typewriter leader of the world 

. made to perform up to well-known Underwood standards... 
which everywhere means speed, accuracy, durability and simplicity. 




















CARL-P. DIETZ a 
ALDERMAN 
10TH WARD 
1820 W. LLOYD STREET 


. City of Milmauker 
» Buy & 





MILWAUKEE, WIS. March-31-1927 


Mr. Henry Simler, President, 
American Writing Machine Co., 
118 Worth St., New York, N. Y., 


Dear Mr. Simler:- 


I have received the clipping regarding 
the lost typewriter of Mr. Beach. It may be that from 
the publicity my collection has received, the person 
having the machine may some day approach me with the view 
of selling it. If so, I will be glad to do what I can to 
help Mr. Beach get it back. 

. There is an illustration of a typewriter & 

invented by Alfred Beach in the Typewriter History and 
Encyclopedia. 








The oe ae at the Milwauke~ Fublic 
Museum was: fit 3: 4 the public March 21st, | Roundy) 
abd 20 3 P. HX SERS: Pe et 64000 
persons has parsed “thee thera Everyone was gurprised 
at the extent ate vari of the exhibit. “We Had ‘an advance 
showing on the eyening before for the typewriter dealers, 
which Mr. Waedekin attended. 

When next in Milwaukee, I am sure you will 
erjoy seeing it as it is now. 


Very sincerely yo 











Henry Ford 


November 
15th 
1934 


Mr Carl P Dietz 
1620 W Lloyd Street 
Milwaukee Wisconsin 


Dear Mr Dietz: 


Your letter of November 9th, has been re- 
ferred to the attention of the writer. 


We appreciate your kindness in writing 
relative to the typewriter collection and regret 
that it is not possible for us to discuss this 
matter with you in person. In the meanwhile we 
would appreciate your writing us more fully as to 
just what you have in mind so that we can co-operate 
with you. 


We do not quite understand what particular 
kind of material you would expect to exchange with us 
for the duplicate typewriters. If you can give us 
some further ideas along this line we will be glad 
to commmicate with you in regard thereto. 

Thanking you for your interest, I am 

Very truly yours 
pe 


BOLD 


General Secretary to HENRY FORD 
EGL:M 


6e8 














DHABI 954 
DECE (934 





ur. Henry Ford, . 

Dearborn, Mich., Attention of &. G. Liebold, 
; General Secretary. 
uy Dear Sir:e 


I should have replied tc your letter of’ fav. 
15th sooner, but we are making up the 1935 city budget, 
which keeps me very busy just now. 


With reference to the typewriter collection I | 
am presenting to the Milwaukee Public Museum, the reason I wrotc 
you is as follows:<- 

. I am informed .that you are also making a collectisy 
of typewriters and possiblg you have two of the same model, oni 
of which you might be willing to exchange for seme model of which 
I have one to spare. For instance: I have two Bennett type 
writers but need only one for my collection. I am looking. fof 
a Ford typewriter (produced ty someone else than Henry Ford). 
Perhaps you have two Fords and would be willing to exchange 
one of. them for my Behtett if you have none of the latter. That 
is why I asked you in my previous letter whether you had any 
duplicates of any particular make. 

Some other makes of which I have one to spare are 
Burnett, Brooks, Sun, National, Franklin, Travis, Standard 
Polding (the original Coruna), Yost, Williams, Hammonds Nos. 1 
(with ebony pianolike keys) and Hammond No. 2 (both with circu- 
lar keyboard), Sholes Visible (the last typewriter C. Lathan 
Sholes, the inventor of the original Remington perfected), 
Caligraph,. fox Portable, American, Yu Bas, Peoples, Victor, 
Pittsbureh (two different models) and several others. My 
collection at the Museum now numbers over 90 typewriters. 


Please let me know if you have two of any certain 
kind, and I can then inform you whether I cen use any of them. 
I am constantly receiving information. regarding. typowriters 
Which people:write me about, and: if -I knew. what-machines “you 
have, could let you kntw’ abdit ‘Sah “as-you have not yet secure’ 
During August ‘arid. ‘Sop tender 2 travered: as/far_south aa .Cincinnss; 
Louisville, Knoxvillé..and Saat.to Philadelphia, Mew Yark ‘and -. 
Pittsburgh and intervening: oi ties collecting materisi, all at my 
om expense. The collectioy..£8 my..e18%. to. the. el ty .of ittimaukee 








He also claimed that he visited every state 
in the union and every providence in Canada. 

Now how many of guys and gals live in any 
of these places and can't find any old 
typewriters? Now you know why! Dietz was 
there first in the 1930s and 40s and found 
them all. 

During this time he helped install a diorama 
of Kleinstuber's tiny machine shop _ in 
Milwaukee where the first Sholes and Glidden 
models were made. You can see a picture of 
this diorama on page 631. 

Kleinstuber's machine shop was then 
located on State Street. between Third and 
Fourth Streets in Milwaukee. 

In a March 1936 news article about the 
diorama Dietz said that in those days 
Milwaukee was so German that Kleinstuber's 
business card was written entirely in German. 
Translated it read C. F. Kleinstuber, agent for 
Weed & Aetna quiet sewing machines, also 
designer of models, small machinery and 
brass casting, likewise engraver of seals, 
metals, doorplates, stamps, etc. 

In the scene you can see where Sholes, 
Glidden, Schwalbach, and others are at work 
building the very first practical typewriter. 

In addition to the diorama Dietz helped to 
collect over 600 machines, 1500 manuscripts, 
and over 3500 pieces of trade literature. 
Additionally, there are over 500 typewriter- 
related items such as ribbon tins, postcards, 
and speed contest ribbons & metals. 

During 1949 and 1950 he worked and 
corresponded with Johan Meyer a.k.a. Emst 
Martin who at that time was gathering and 
checking information to write his now 
legendary book (to collectors) Die 
Schreibmaschine. Martin asked for Dietz to 
help him by reading a manuscript and 
distributing copies of the 1949 revised edition, 
which Martin intended to publish. 

Mr. Martin had been struggling with the 
German government in an effort to get his 
book published but the strain of the 
bureaucracy probably helped to kill him. 

Martin died on October 24, 1949 at age 64 
and he had worked on his typewriter book for 
40 years. 

Dietz was involved with the museum 
collections from 1934 to about 1953. 

His father was Reverend Henry L. Dietz 
(died January 5, 1918 in Oakland, CA), who 
was very involved and influential with the First 
German Baptist Church. 
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Dietz's mother was Jeannette (Praetorius) 
Dietz, and she died in 1907. They both had 
emigrated to the U.S. from Germany in 1861. 
They were married in New Haven, CT. 

Mr. Dietz was also a member of the 
Masonic Fraternity, to the Knights of Pythias 
and a member in the Old Settlers Club. 

He claims the distinction of being 
responsible for the first scientific budget for the 
City of Milwaukee, while he was City 
Comptroller. 

He always had used his influence and 
support for everything that came up for the 
good of the city. 

And his labors were a potent force in 
bringing about progress along many lines. 
Overall he contributed to the city's substantial 
greatness, the very least of which was 
assembling such a great collection for us 
modern-day folk to enjoy and learn from. 

Fellow collector Tony Casillo told me that 
Dietz also worked on a gun collection for the 
Milwaukee Public Museum. 

Sadly, | was not able to learn where and 
when Dietz died and was buried. | do know 
that he was still alive in June of 1953 and at 
that time he would have been 79 years old. | 
believe he died right around that time. 

| believe the most likely burial places would 
be, Newark, NJ, Milwaukee, WI, or Oakland, 
CA. 
<P> oo coco <> <>< oo co ><> <> oco< 
THANKS AND CREDIT TO: 

Robert Gartz, Milwaukee, WI; Tony Casillo, NY, 

and Tom FitzGerald, PA. 

| sought information for this story several years ago from 
the Milwaukee Public Museum but regrettably my 
telephone cal L 











Replica of the Kleinsteuber Machine Shop in Which C. L. Sholes and Carlos Glidden Developed the First Prac- 
tical Typewriter.—-The replica is a feature of the Dietz Collection of typewriters in the Milwaukee Public Muse- 
um. ‘At the right end of the table is C. F. Kleinsteuber, owner of the shop. Mr. Sholes is seated at the table ex- 
amining a model of the Glidden-Shales typewriter. Mr, Glidden, co-inventer, is standing at the right of Mr. Sholes. 
Next to Mr. Glidden is Mathias Schwalbach, foreman of the Kleinsteuber machine shop, who is credited with 
having a considerable share in the development of the experimental models into marketable typewriters. 
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Montana Ore Purchasing Co. 


Authorized Capital, $2,500,000 


Issued, $2,000.000 Surplus, $1,250,000 


Purchasers, Smelters and Refiners 


of 


Copper, Silver, and Gold Ores 


FOR RATES ETC,, ADDRESS 
New York Office, 831 Nassau St. :: Silver Bow Block, Butte, Montana 





GOLD DREDGING 


PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED. 
- BY... 


CAPTAIN C. C. LONGRIDGE, 
M. Inst. M.E. @ec., 


MINING AND CONSULTING ENGINEER 


“THE MINING JOURNAL,” 46 QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, ENGLAND 


Orders taken by Mining Review, Los Angeles. Price $4.00 


ag eee Typewriter 
for Mining men. 
Compact. Least compli- 


cated. Weight, 10 lbs. in 
case. 100,000 in use. 


Prices, $40, $50 
TYPEWRITER INSPECTION CO. 
122 N. BROADWAY 


LOS ANGELES, CAL. 
Tel. Home G250 :: Main 5428 
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The $100.00 Stearns Visible 
Now on Exhibition 











VIA THE 
“THE SALT LAKE ROUTE” 


These tickets will be sold daily, commencing 
Noy. ist, with.a return limit of thirty days. 
Mining literature gladly furnished free. 


Los Angeles City Office: 250 SOUTH SPRING STREET 





E. W. GILLETT, G. P. A. T. C. PECK 


A. G. P. A. 
Los Angeles. California ; : 











MODERN 
COPPER SMELTING 


By EDWARD DYER PETERS, Jr. 







A record of practical experience, with directions on how to 
build furnaces, and how to overcome various metallurgical diffi- 
culties, PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED. 


Postpaid, $5.00 






MAILED TO ANY ADDRESS ON RECEIPT OF PRICE 


By THE MINING REVIEW 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 









NATIONAL WOOD PIPE Co. 


| Bs Woodward Patent Machine Banded 
Wood Pipe 


Wheeler Patent Continuous Stave 
Bored Wood Water Pipe. 
LOS ANGELES OFFICE: Sixth and Mateo Sts. 
PUGET SOUND OFFICE: Olympia, Washington 


MADE FROM CALIFORNIA BUDWOOD OR 
A BOOKLET: “THE WHOLE STORY ABOUT WOOD PIPE” Mailed Free Upon Reques 


SELECTED PUGET SOUND YRLLOW FIR, 


SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE: 301 Market St. 








From Around the Network 


Fantastic issue!!! It just keeps getting 
better and better. | guess ol’ Lucien was a 
lady-killer in more ways than one! Do you 
have a photograph of him? The closest thing 
| have is an ink sketch from an old SCM 
brochure. 

Lynda Beckler, CA 


Ed. note: Lynda, those are all the photos 
we have of Crandall for now, the one you 
have and the pencil sketch that appeared in 
the Cyclopedia of American Biography. 


| got my Typex in the mail today too! 
Maybe some day, all the previous back 
issues of Typex can be put on a CD Disk 
and sold to those who would want to access 
Typex electronically! Just a thought © Ben 
Pimintel, MD 


Ed. note: Great idea Ben, but | would 
need a volunteer to help with that project. 


<>< >< >< >< >< >< >< ooo OoK> 
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Welcome New Members 
Ettore Pocetti, Italy 
L>< ><> <> <>< ><> <>< Soc o<K> 


Kevin McGowan Dead 


As reported previously in other venues, 
fellow typewriter collector Kevin McGowan 
died in a choking accident. 

He was a writer in his thirties who was 
devoted to manual typewriters. 

He published two articles about them on 
Richard Polt's website, the URL follows: 
http://staff.xu.edu/~ 


It/typewriters/tributes. html 





As Kevin once said, "Manual typewriters 
are solid. They'll be here long after you or | 
am." 

Kevin also edited one issue of the 
Etcetera newsletter. 

Expressions of sympathy can be e- 
mailed to his partner, Courtney Reardon at 
her e-mail address: Courtney@theworks.com 


<><><><><>< ><> <>< oo coe> 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


With this issue comes some exciting 
news. A research project that | have 
labored on for nearly 20 years is almost 
compiete. 

This is in the form of a self-published 
book which | expect to have ready for 
distribution in late October or early 
November. 

The book covers the life story of the 
elusive (until now) John Newton Williams. 
Please see page 644 for more details. 

etic iag ceed Waal aioe eel Vaca Lovers 
gathering, hosted by fellow collector Lin Lewis, in Charleston, SC, 
is rapidly approaching. 

This event will take place on the first weekend in November. 
The official dates are Nov. 4, 5, and 6, but I'm sure some will 
come earlier and stay later. 

| plan to attend this event and encourage ail others to do the 
same. Due to the dates conflicting with the mailing of the next 
Typex (November) newsletter, | will delay the issue until my return 
so that | can include coverage of what will likely be a fun 
gathering. Please see page 645 for more details. SEE YOU 
THERE! (Hopefully with copies of my new book about the life and 
times of our beloved John Newton Williams. 
8 8 OOS OEIPMOIPENOOS 


News from Overseas: by Les Owen, England 


A Bonhams auction recently caused some excitement with the 
appearance of a Moya No. 1, (about $8000) made all the more 
remarkable because one had been offered in their last sale a few 
months before. The first one had stayed in the UK but the second 
one made its way into Continental Europe. To cap this off, at a 
local auction in the south of England, a Moya No. 2 was sold 
(about $1650) on the following day. That was followed a week or 
so later, with another No. 2 being offered on German eBay. 





A lightening raid by a collector from France resulted in a 
Malling Hansen (price not disclosed between private collectors) 
leaving the UK. Us English folks were sad to see it go! 

A great weekend was had by all those who attended the 
Intemational Collectors meeting which was organized by the 
Swiss club. The business meeting was followed by a lively auction 
and "bourse," which saw many good quality machines on offer. 


The Breker auction was a little later this year, and again eBay 
watchers will be able to join in the excitement by watching it and 
bidding on line. My report will be too late for this column, but | will 
Give prices realized in the next (November) issue. 


As ever, if anyone will be traveling to Europe and in need of 
some information about typewriter activity, | will be glad to help. 
Please contact me at my email address: lo@landbee.demon.co.uk 
BS OSD DOPE OOO’ 

Funny Headlines: Organ Festival Ends in Smashing Climax! 
lraqi Head Seeks Arms! Red Tape Holds up New Bridge! 
Sex Education Delayed, Teachers Request Training! 

635 





Online 


eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee ers 
reer ers. 
ee eee eee) 
Pere ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ees 
Pee eee eee eee eee ee errr eee reer eee ee eee ee eee ee 


eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee ee eee ee eer ery 


Lot: Corona, Williams, Sterling, Blick 5 & 8 .... 
Franklin Type Ii SN 121 
American Visible 


eee eer eee eee eee ee eee eee eee ee eee) 


Poe e eee ee ee eee eee eee eee 


TORR ee mee ewe mre eee eee new eeeeeeeee 


eee eer ere rere rere ere rrr reer rere 
ee wee wre eee weeeesee 
eee eee eee eee eee ee ee eee eee eee eee eee e es) 
TORRE Ree eee em HH EEE SER HEH EEE SEES EEE EH esEeeEeEEees 
eee em rem ewe eee rete ewes 
eee eee eee ee eee ee ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee) 


OOP eee eee CeCe eee eee eee eee rere e reer 


Bartholomew Stenograph 
American Index 


eee eee eee ee eee eee errr 


eee eee eee eee ee ee ee eee ree eres 








Back in 1970, American composer/singer Joni Mitchell had 
a hit song called “Big Yellow Taxi” that had this line in it: 
“Don’t it always seem to go, that you don’t know what 
you’ ve got till it’s gone?” This essential truth reveals itself 
to me as J type this column using only my right hand, my 
left arm resting in a sling thanks to a fall and a broken 


The past quarter had some eye-opening auctions on eBay, 
perhaps none as stunning as the Kruse index machine that 
sold for $13,300 to a buyer with a zero feedback profile. 
Close behind was a Morris that brought $12,400. Neither of 
these machines have sold on eBay in the last five years, 
according to my records. 


A quick glance at the other auction results listed herein 
shows that the market demand for rare and highly desirable 
machines remains healthy, but I have noticed some 
softening of prices for other collector-interest machines. [Il 
research this more when I have both hands available and 
report on it next issue. In the meantime, here are realized 
prices in U.S. dollars on eBay auctions for the months of 
April, May and June 2005: 
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eS Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet by Jann Dorothy 


A -AIMDENE CNMGOSSOU .« ccsccactssescaeseeestucas ceeecstes 674 
PNP ROMS hock acter oss conse ae ne eas usoveneWee men sare sos 669 
EXC HTIATIN Pe oe GN waren teetee Stee cede ces Seb sree aeet 669 
LS ae en eee EC SS ERE. Cee wares 669 
PEO SF ro he erste en Ben RD eee cite a 668 
POS S55 ac otexsinaamanerhsamasntceaves iatiohensusane 635 
BSB aU ANCE ry cas Son cde seta ce aun cineteusctuccuthewcwsabs 626 
FRUSTRATES of oesosins emcee a ee ce a cose amos eda 612 
AAG ws cssnksinicaeesiynectiutesrgennatannexnnnnapnen 612 
OST fo Ie eee Sas hoe bee accent ceaccnsten ed Beeeeecin 608 
Columbia: Bar Locks si csssschiesas vescesscoxweeessasivx 608 
Blickensderfer 7 SN 139351 ..............scecceeeeees 565 
A RII ocak A bata caus Biv deaadandisasncktons . 560 
Corona Special, black/gold, near mint ................ 560 
ie Ne phy Al gg ko, ek OR, SX eee eR 547 
DV MANMAN ESS NOW pos bit fa ccosabaknak enna tiadekacss tannin 523 
WO 2 occ eaconsew tte tesesecencs ontewoseags waste «esses 495 
FANE CONAN ela ow gyri atecainaudnnaninncniieentasastasica 471 
SUVODUA < oss cass dovceseawsrbscsexusaniousssiecsacecebssdsce 395 
Hammond Multiplex curved keyboard ................ 389 
Corona Special black/gold, near-mint ............... 380 
LeU LTA F Ae: Sr aS Retinal a) aR th Is de 373 
Odell 4, missing type sleeve .................:eeeeeeeees 350 
Timm YS pss Ssh tectsieex ens eh ccbsenendawesineceke sane 343 
Comptia Bat-LWGCK ooo hook teak snaps wwiaekivbaleose 340 
Drape iad FE Seth i ck tease cdc ciitneatina sata oees 340 
Suit StandandlD o.oo eh eses oto ackn, Be ceusamusecpenees 330 
Blickensderfer Featherweight ..................c2ceece 305 
Corona Special black/gold .........<-s0seseessssesesaes 304 
Chicago, several broken keytops ..............eeeeeeeees 291 
Caligraph MaGelS 226.22 sisc icv: visdacewesrinsmbadseases 287 
ja rie eas AREA et Sen Geer nS Sl Oh ety ee ha 286 
Columbia BarlLock 8 2. -o.< fcksacceesccdccs suecues+o~ 286 
0 a an ee ee 275 
ce ae peed LE) ee Sa ae ie Sea S| a ee 268 
SUGATHIS VISUDIG ID Sec. eee eeet ee eee a ckawa coe ces el shaswas 267 
SINC RMNNENEN Sac hoxcp seu taek tinsel vawncessetoeoscwas 261 
PRISONS, sock ony eee Sha cab ctccrsece ec cecas ness 258 
BSHICROMSCCTIET DS" hee ce cet cece cosines cucrccoaseecnaxin 239 
LIST ie TAs ee cei ae | ees a Re a ee 230 
Blickensderfer Featherweight ....................2...26 210 
SOSA ATR IIN  acinva nuh nn csicavicn naninat'cnenn acnavcense 197 


Note: The Corona Specials listed above were indeed separate 
auctions for three different machines offered by the same 
seller (and there’s a fourth currently listed). I contacted the 
seller to make sure they weren’t re-listings after a buyer fell 
through, but they weren’t. The seller has sold a number of 
typewriters and has a very positive feedback rating. A 
Corona Special for $560? Wow! 











High Speed Internet 
Connection Yields 
Michael Conforti a 


1°‘ Class Collection: 


From Oliver, to Ford, to Sholes 
& Glidden in Five’ Short 
Years. ..By JACK KNARR 


Michael Conforti manages to work in California-- 
without actually leaving his beautiful home in 
Mount Laurel, N.J. He labors 70 to 80 hours 
weekly as associate head writer on the TV soap 
"General Hospital,” hunkered down over a word 
processor in his upstairs office, filing instructions 
and scripts and changes by Internet with his 
people in Los Angeles. 


At the same time he has built an astounding 
collection of the most rare typewriters in the world 
the same way, on the computer, through the 
Internet's eBay auctions, and more recently 
through the network of collectors and friends he 
found there. Unconnected collectors would spend 
lifetimes assembling a collection of the sort that he 
has put together in a mere five years. 


For 15 years, Conforti worked as an actor in some 
70 commercials, and on the afternoon soaps 
"Edge of Night" and "Guiding Light" (On "Light" he 
was Wally Bacon, Fletcher Reade's cub-reporter 
sidekick). 


Then he began writing scripts for "Guiding Light,” 
and "One Life to Live," and "All My Children." Now 
he's on "General Hospital." A golden statue — a 
team writing Emmy for “Guiding Light" in 1992 — 
graces the downstairs desk of the home he shares 
with his dancer wife, the former Barbara Yeager of 
Pennsauken, and their three children. In fact, if 
you caught this year's Emmy Awards in May on 
CBS, you must have seen Michael and his team 
accepting the statue for Best Daytime Drama. 


This is heady stuff in the TV and writing world. But 
we collectors are gathered here today in Typex to 
marvel at the rare typewriters that Mike Conforti 
has carefully arranged in softly lighted cubes built 
into the walls of his home- at the sheer 





mechanical artistry of these machines, and the 
simple metallic beauty of the Industrial Age on 
display here. 


His interest was sparked five years ago at a 
roadside stand in Bucks County, Pa., where he 
spotted the odd butterfly key arrangement of an 
Oliver typewriter, and bought the beast on a whim. 
"| had a visceral reaction to seeing the Oliver that 
day," he said. "It weighs a ton, but it's an 
interesting design, and | thought, ‘I'm a writer. | 
should know about these things.’ " 


His collecting quickly moved to the Internet. 
Michael learned that the legendary collector 
Bernard Williams had suffered a stroke in 
England, and that his dear friend, the gentleman 
Les Owen, was helping disperse his machines. 
Conforti bought a Hammond No. 1 for $2,200 ... 
and a Crandall ... and a Salter ... and an O'Dell ... 
and a Columbia Bar-Lock No. 2. 


Then the Internet took him across the Delaware to 
Philadelphia as well, where he bought a unique 
Williams No. 4 from a woman. “It is a really cool 
machine," Conforti says. "The bars strike from 
both sides with a kind of grasshopper action." 


One of the typebars was broken in transit. He 
turned again to the Internet. Collector Phil Garr in 
Wisconsin provided a typebar from a_ parts 
machine. And handy Mike Brown of Philadelphia 
installed it, bringing all those grasshoppers up to 
speed. 


Finally in early 2004, Conforti's biggest dream 
came true. He had always really wanted to get his 
hands on a Sholes & Glidden, the best of the best. 
He wondered how. 
"| was kind of paying attention with the way things 
worked with the people who are able to get those 
kinds of machines," he said. “And the only way | 
thought | was going to be able to do it was to buy 
somebody's entire collection, somebody who had 
a Sholes & Glidden -- take what | wanted, and sell 
the rest of it. 

“And | got wind of someone, a pretty well-known 
collector — who will remain nameless -- whose 
collection was reported to be going on the block, 
so to speak," Conforti said. "There were some 
brief discussions, and | made an extremely 
generous offer. But it became apparent that he 
really didn't want to part with it. 


Continued on page 641. 
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CLOUGH'S PYPHIRITER COMPANY, THE LAST PY¥PaednTPeR BUSTAaSS 


———— ee 


LS INDO, CLOsin5. Story.and photos by Nick Fisher, UK 


I first met Gordon Clough while he was tending his garden at 

the front of his shop and home a few years aco. I was familiar 
with Cloucth's Type .riter Company as I had often passed it on my 
mt regular traiaing run, when I would break off to have a quick 
look throush the windows where I could see Yost, xoyal Sar-—Lock 


and Micnon machines. 


Gordon wa. born in 1935 at Driffield, Yorkshire. He moved to 
#ootton sassett (5 miles from Jwindon) with his family in 1940. 
He left school in 1947 and, after a couple of years with a local 
garage and Plessey, he became apprenticed to the Swindon 
typewriter Company. He was signed off as a fully qualified 
typewriter mechanic in 1954, spent several years with them and, 
after a few year with a local printing company, set up his own 
business, Cloush's tyoewriter Comany,in 1967. ‘the business 
thrived and at its peak in 1982 was turnine over 262,000 a year. 
Clouch's Typewriter Company closed on Gordon's death on lst 


february 2005, 


At this time I was invited by Gordon's sister, betty, and 
prother-in-law, eter, to help with salvacing any worthwhile 


items from the business, as muci: would be lost for ever. 


I met Betty and Feter on a dry, cold, -ebruery morning at 
Gordon's shop. Also heloing with the rescue was recently 
discovered fellow collector, lkiartin fitt. Greeting us were 


rows and rows of typewriters dating from the 1920*s to 1990's. 
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The shoo was virtually unchanged since its heyday, and 
Martin and I were given a free hand to take whatever we 


wanted. 


At the end of the day sartin had picked out twenty-three 
worthy machines, including an Gmpire 2, Invicta and various 
Royal and Underwood portables. i came away with a selection of 


Oo 


¢,pewriter ribbons for Royal 10's, Corona 3's, Bar-Locks and 


even 3" ribbons for ore-First Jorld iar Olivers (these machines 


were used by the Great Jestern Railway Comoany, later british 


Rail, until the 1960's!). Amongst my rescued typewriters 


were a Royal 10, now nicely cleaned up, and 4 couple of Corona's 


includinc a Standard #oldiag model. 


fhe pleasure of our task was tempered by the feeling that we 
were trespassing upon sordon's life work, and a sadness at what 
we knew was the end of an era as shere are very few typewriter 


businesses left in the UK. Gordon's last customer senv his 


sypewriter from wanchester and Gordon duly repaired it, re-packed 


i¢ and sent it back. ‘the customer phoned to thank Gordon, only 


er 


to be told that he haa died. Gordon died in harness, still 


workin™ in @ business for which he obviously felt egret pride. 


o> 


Gordon's other passion Was gardening ana the spring flowers 


bloomine now in front of his shop are a fittins tribute to hin. 
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Continued "from page 637. 

"And | got wind of someone, a pretty well- 
known collector — who will remain nameless — 
whose collection was reported to be going on the 
block, so to speak," Conforti said. "There were 
some brief discussions, and | made an extremely 
generous offer. But it became apparent that he 
really didn't want to part with it. 


"But, having made the offer, | stimulated the 
interest of some other collectors who had 
machines that they suddenly decided they wanted 
to get rid of — they knew | was serious." 


And so it came to be. He wound up buying two 
glittering rare "gems" — a painted Sholes & 
Glidden, and a restored Ford that's in perfect 
working condition - from the same person in the 
USA, along with other lesser models in the group, 
including a Densmore No. 1, a Blick 8, and a Fox 
with all those sly foxes decaled on it. 











Mike will only say he researched Breker 
Auction sales prices for recent Sholes & Glidden 
models before he made the big move. 


"And | knew what my instincts and my gut told 
me it was worth, and | think | got a fair deal," he 
said. "Was it more than the auction amounts, or 
less? Right in the ballpark." 


(The last two S&Gs that I'd heard were sold a 
few years back both brought $28,500 or 
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thereabouts, but Mike Conforti chuckled and said, 
"| said what I'm going to say.") The sight of the 
Sholes is enough to make knees weak. 


"He re-did the lid, and it was so nice that in 
those [display] cubicles, | have the machine, with 
the lid hanging behind it, and it really looks good," 
hesaid. Everything works. He has typed gently on 
it, even though it has no ribbon. Usually, he just 
marvels at the incredible masterpiece of our 
hobby. "It really is quite a piece of work, elegant in 
its simplicity," he said. "And it was the solution to 
the problem of getting words onto the page, as we 
all know -- and bringing women into the 
workforce." 


One thing really sticks in Conforti's craw. He 
took his daughter to The Smithsonian when they 
were in Washington, D.C. recently. "There were 
sewing machines on display, but no typewriters!" 
he said. "Except for a 1930s Corona stuck in an 
exhibit somewhere in a corner. But nothing about 
this machine. Which is historically significant for a 
lot of reasons. "That's a letter | have on my list of 
things to do, to write, to the Smithsonian curator." 
Send some pictures along, Mike. Shame those 
"experts" into focusing on what is really important here! 

















Above: Photo of the Interior of Crandall Typewriter 
Factory, Groton, NY 


| normally don't "lift" photos from eBay for inclusion in Typex, but this time | 
have to make an exception. The above photo was offered on eBay on June 13, 
2005 and was sold by "thedanoa" (eBay trading name). Because two recent 
issues of Typex were dedicated to Crandall and his machines, | just couldn't 
resist. This is really a great photo, and | hope everyone enjoys seeing it. 
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By SOLAR SCOTTIE 


Wintering at Fairbanks, Alaska 


Note: Solar Scottie is William N. 
Craigie, 76, whose peripatetic pur- 
suits have been confined for 40 
years to Northern Canada and 
Alaska. For 30 years his companion 
has been “Betsy? his moss-covered 
double-decked Smith-Premier T ype- 
writer. But while his S-P has gath- 
ered a bit of moss, we have decided 
that none has gatiered on Solar 
Scottie. 





The reason that me and Betsy 
became real tillicums was because in 
the early days it was all hell trying 
to keep any ink on hand up here in 
Alaska. It always froze and busted 
the bottles. 

Betsy and me never engaged in 
any line of business. We're just 
products of the Alaskan genus hobo 

. . We prospect, hunt, fish, trap and 
loaf. Now that we are in the midst 
of winter we won’t mush around 
much, but keep the fire burning in 
our wee cabin. 





Solar Scottie, Like Ed Wynn, 
Sticks to His Double-Decker 


Here is Solar 
Scottie tucked 
away for the 
winter in his 
Cabin at 
Fairbanks, Alaska 





We don’t do nothin’ mean, nor 
unbecomin’ to a lady and gentle- 
man. We play the game square so 
that we can look any man in the 
eye and call him a liar should he 
accuse us of bein’ a grain less than 
24 carat fine. 


Fear Grips Scottie 


A bit of terror swept through the 
cabin a few weeks ago when it 
looked as though the winter of our 
content was goin’ to become dis- 
content. My tillucum laid down on 
me just as winter was settin’ in. 
Poor Betsy, the best typewriter that 
ever made duck tracks on paper! | 
didn’t blame her much because she 
had earned a rest after 30 years of 
battin’ around Canady and Alasky. 

We've chmbed and fell down 
mountains together . . . our dog 
teams have run away and ditched 
us a thousand time: three time 
we have been over our heads in 
rivers. One time we were under 


Fee cities 
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12 feet of glacier in the mucky 
water of the Tanana river, as pesky 
a stream as helps to wash God’s 
foot-stool I came near stayin’ 
down with her that time. When | 
dived to save Betsy I got caught in 
a snag and had a narrow squeak. 


Bucking the Trail 
Me and Betsy has bucked many 


a trail together when the way was 
hard and long. More than once 
I’ve ditched much-needed grub to 
lighten the load when our dogs were 
all in and the mushing was tough. . 
but never Betsy. And then she lied 
down on me—in the comfort of our 
old cabin, too. 


She wouldn't let her ribbon 
travel. One gink said it was a plain 
case of general debility, but I didn’t 
believe it. Betsy wouldn't do that 
to me. 

[ could push the ribbon along to 
a new place with my hand, but 
when I pecked away she pounded 
in just one place till she had her 
ribbon dry. 


Jeweler to Rescue 


But now Betsy is on her feet 
again. Me and her went into a 
huddle and decided to have a jeweler 
in Fairbanks make the necessary 
innards for her. 

He didn’t want to do it at first, 
but I talked rough to him and he 
was glad to doit. Can you imagine 
a walloper like that? 

Betsy, bless her heart, ain’t exact- 
ly what she used to be. There is 
a hint of locomotor ataxi in her 
style which I hope doesn’t show 
much. 

I think Remington Rand will 
find that my old Smith-Premier 
must have been of Scotch descent, 
like myself—we are both hanging 
on so well. 

The new typewriters are tine, but 
1 guess | am too old now to learn 
new tricks. I bought one about 
ten years ago, but what with shift 
keys and other knick-nacks, I got 
peeved one night and threw it at 
my dogs who were fighting outside 
the cabin. The ground was froze 
and the machine spattered all over 
the landscape. Now and again I 
iind pieces of it when i dig an niy 
garden each summer. 


























New Book Due Out Soon: 


John Newton Williams... 


The Untold Story 
by Michael A. Brown 


JOHN NEWTON WILLIAMS 
The Untold Story..sy Michact A. Brown 






The life story of one of our favorite 
typewriter inventors, John Newton 
Williams, has eluded us for many years. 
That is... until now! 

This all-new book consists of nearly 
200 pages of information and documents, 
letters and pictures, in an attempt to tell 
the complete life story of one of the most 
interesting and fertile minds that ever 
perused the typewriter "scene." 

Much of the information contained in 
the book is new material, and never 
before seen by contemporary typewriter 
collectors and enthusiasts. 

Old J.N. Williams was born in 1840 
and was inventive at a young age. He 
traveled around the country a lot and lived 
in at least six different states. He served 
in the American Civil War in a Cavalry 
regiment from Minnesota. 

He would later rise to greatness and 
was an inventive pioneer during the 
Industrial Revolution and worked long 
hours well into his mid-80s. | think it is 
safe to say that his check punch machine 
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and Typewriters would yield him a lot of 
money but he would subsequently lose it 
on later inventions. 

One of his surviving family members 
told me that he died penniless but it 
wouldn't have mattered as Williams died 
just before the Great Depression and the 
stock "crash" of 1929. 

This is a fascinating story about a true 
mechanical genius. 

My research for this book began nearly 
20 years ago, and during this time | have 
stockpiled facts and documents about the 
long elusive Mr. John Newton Williams. 

One of the interesting details about old 
J.N was that he led an active life outside 
of typewriters and check punch machines, 
and was very active in at least three or 
four other ventures. 

| will not reveal the nature of his 
activities here, in the hopes that many of 
you will buy the book and discover this 
great tale on your own. 

Almost none of the details in this book 
are contained in any other history book. 

| can tell you that during his long and 
industrious career, Williams had 
associated himself with some _ very 
influential and notable people of his time. 
Among them were Alexander Graham 
Bell, Glenn Curtiss (Father of Aviation), 
Jerome Secor (also a mechanical genius), 
and inventor of the typewriter that bears 
his name, Emile Berliner (inventor of the 
phonograph record, among other things), 
and he was a member of a certain group 
which included Henry Ford. 

The book is a self-published work by 
your Editor, with lots of help from my 
friends and colleagues, of course. 

The price is set at $30 USD Postpaid 
in North America, and $37 USD postpaid 
to overseas. 

Only a limited number of copies are 
available in the first run, so if you have an 
interest please order early to avoid any 
disappointment. 

Send payments made payable to: 

Michael A. Brown 
P.O. Box 52607 
Philadelphia, PA 19115 








Typewriter Collectors will 
Gather in Charleston, SC 


Dates: November 4°"-6" 
Last call------ 


An informal gathering of typewriter 
collectors is being hosted in Charleston, 
SC, the weekend of November 5 and 6. 
All are invited to attend. Due to the 2002 
fiasco in San Francisco, this event will 
be held with a minimum outlay of money 
for Lin Lewis, who is hosting the event. 
Lin’s business has built a wedding 
chapel with a large attached reception 
hall in Mount Pleasant, SC, just across 
the river from downtown Charleston. 
(See www.tidewaterchapel.com) 


This would be = an_— excellent 
opportunity for people who would like to 
visit beautiful, historic Charleston, and 
have a day or two devoted to our hobby 
as an adjunct. Friday evening we could 
have a gathering at a restaurant where 
everyone pays their own way, Saturday 
for the main event, and if there is 
interest, we could arrange something on 
Sunday, perhaps a dinner cruise tour or 
something like that. 


So far, we've determined that 
Saturday will see a gathering of all 
attendees at Tidewater Chapel and 
Carriage House to visit, attend a lecture 
or two (anyone who is willing to make a 
presentation on anything typewriter- 
related should contact Lin immediately 
at lin@southcarolina.com), and perhaps 
have a swap meet if any collectors bring 
a machine with them. Unfortunately, we 
have no collection to auction off, and 
Lin’s collection is, in her words, run of 
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the mill. Any ideas or volunteers to do a 
presentation are welcome. 


_ Charleston’s airport code is CHS, 
and there are many websites for 
accommodations in Charleston or Mount 
Pleasant. The closest hotels to 
Tidewater are the Quality Inn & Suites at 
196 Patriots Point Road (easy walking 
distance), Mount Pleasant, SC 29464, 
800-704-4480; the Hilton Charleston 
Harbor (not feasible to walk), 20 Patriots 
Point Road, Mount Pleasant, SC 
29464, 888-856-0028; or you may 
choose to stay at the beach on Isle of 
Palms, which is about a 10 to 15 minute 
drive from our location. Here’s a link for 
hotels — www.charlestonsfinest.com. 


Several European collectors have 
expressed interest in this event, so we 
may have a fairly diverse crowd. Early 
November in Charleston can be warm or 
cool, but generally isn’t winter 
conditions. We also don’t have 
hurricanes that late (usually). 


We may need to take up a collection 
to provide lunch on Saturday, but 
otherwise there aren’t any admission 
fees planned. This way we're not 
dependent on attendees as was the 
case in San Francisco. 


Call or write with questions, Lin can 
be reached toll-free at 877-933-6311 or 
write her at lin@mobilemarriage.com or 
lin@southcarolina.com. 


Mike Brown can be reached at the 
Typex address. 


(Editors note: This is the last chance for Typex 
to remind you about this event. | plan to attend 
and recommend that you do too. Soooo pack 
your bags, make your reservations NOW. Be 
there—or—be square! See you there!) 








RIBBON versus PLATTEN. 


It was ever thus, though this time the one has a real grievance against the 
other. The burden of proof is with the platen. 

Typewriter ribbons are known as the F. S. Webster Company “STAR 
BRAND” and—others. Platens classify as new or old, hard or soft, etc, etc, 
Ninety-nine out of one hundred cases of complaint against ribbons should be lodged 
against platens, which are a most prolific source of trouble in typewriting. Rubber 
hardens with age; it wears under constant pounding; it should be soft and smooth 
to produce the best results; hence platens (or cylinders) should be renewed far 
oftener than is commonly done. 


THE COMPLAINT. COMES— THE REAL REASON IS— 
— That the ribbon gives an uneven impression. —That the platen is hard, worn and indented by long 


usage, and when the ribbon is forced against such platen 
unevenness of impression results. 


— That the letters have a jagged look. — That the platen is so worn that only a part of the type 
face hits the paper, and the small marks sink to an unde- 
sirable depth. 

— That the types or letters fill with ink. — Because the types get badly worn from continuous 


blows upon a rough platen, and not unfrequently some 
letters print with the depression as well as the part in 
relief. 


— That the ribbon is rotten and wears in holes. —Such holes are often due to the cloth of the ribbon 
being driven into a perforated platen. 


Below is a comparison of the work done with a zew ribbon 
on a poor and good platen. 


Worn-cut Tlatens are responsible for nins-isnths of 
the bac tyrewritin, prevalent in the susinscs world. 
A typewriter in constant use siculd have a nsw yslaten 
cons? .in Six mtortss. Im stme cases tess. citen, 1 cerherss. 
Worn-out Platens are responsible for nine-tenths of 
the bad typewriting prevalent in the business world. 


A typewriter in constant use should have a new platen 


once in six months. In some cases less often, perhaps. 


F. S. WEBSTER COMPANY, 


317 Broadway, New York. 332-336 Congress Street, 831 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
139 Madison St., Chicago. Boston, Mass. 420 Wood St., Pittsburg. 
LONDON. BERLIN. PARIS. 
circa 1900 
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From Around the Network 


| hope you are feeling well again and are fully 
recuperated. (Ed. Note: This refers to my near life- 
ending gall bladder surgery in the fall of 2004). 
Thanks for continuing to get out the Typex issues 
despite your illness. The articles about Cari Dietz 
were great. Rob Blickensderfer, OR (/'m ail better 
now and thanks for the kind words and caring, 
Rob!) 


Hi Mike, | am now on-line. Please keep me 
informed of what is happening in the typewriter 
world...1 am also registered on eBay but haven't bid 
on any typewriters yet. Rich Willinger, NJ 


| agree -- these are excellent publications! The 
information about James Hammond (as reported in 
Paul Robert's Virtual Typewriter Journal) adds a lot 
to my enjoyment of his fine machines....As for Mike 
Brown's fine story on Dietz, it made me dream 
longingly of the days when one could find Crandalls 
for $5! Richard Polit, OH 
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I'm afraid | was starting to take all this good stuff for 
granted, so before | do it again, thanks to Mike...for 
all the great work. Gary Bothe, FL 


| have just read both of our list members’ typewriter 
publications, and | want to thank both of them for 
their super fun and well-researched work as editors 
and writers, and to all who contribute to making the 
issues so great. Mike [Brown] and Paul [Robert] 
have given us issues centered on the history of Carl 
Dietz (Typex), and James Hammond (Virtual 
Typewriter Journal). 


Who knew that Dietz was the original Artful 
Typewriter Dodger, and that Hammond was a 
quasi-socialist Fat Cat as he sailed about on his 
yachts (where we know for sure) he constantly 
thought about small improvements to his fantastic 
typewriter? These two issues alone make taking 
them worthwhile. Don't miss ‘em. Peter Weil, DE 
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Sent in by Greg Branch, MI 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


Howdy ya'll! Well I'm fresh back from the — 
Charleston, SC gathering of typewriter collectors 
and want to report that a fun time was had by 
all of the 16 faithful that were in attendance. 

Many thanks to Lin Lewis for opening up 
her reception hall and hosting this fun and 
informative meeting. Details appear elsewhere 
in this issue. 

in other news, the current Editors of the 
ETCetera newsletter have reportedly stepped 
down from their duties, and Richard Polt has 
said that he will assume the project and become 
the new Editor, starting with the January 2006 issue. 

Rich Cincotta and Chuck Dilts should be commended for their tenure 
and fine work with publishing the ETC. newsletter. Many folks, including 
me have long enjoyed reading the many articles that they so aptly 
published. Thankfully, fellow collector, Richard Polt will continue 
publishing long into the future, and we all wish him much success with 
this endeavor. More about this story will appear elsewhere in this issue. 


News from Overseas: by Les Owen, England 


The wonderful enjoyment of typewriter collecting continues to grow in Europe, 
with 90 collectors attending the annual German Ciub meeting, and 60 at a French 
Club affair. 

The highlight of the last few months, was the annual German Club meeting, 
this time held in Austria, and which climaxed with a visit to a special exhibition at 
the Vienna Technische Museum. 

The meeting was organized by Adi Mayer in the town of Bad Vésiau, with about 
90 collectors attending. Adi had persuaded most of the shops in the main street to 
display typewriters in their windows, which must have been a sight to behold. 

Following the meeting and bourse, attendees traveled to Vienna to see the e 
special Mitterhofer Exhibition. This featured ail four Mitterhofer typewriters, seen 
together for the first time, along with many other special machine exhibits. 

The exhibition runs in Vienna until the end of December, when it will move, first 
to Dresden and then in May to the Mittohofer Museum, in Partschins, Italy. 

The Vienna Museum has published a catalogue of 110 pages in three 
languages; it can be obtained from the Museum for about $20. Their e-mail 
address is shop@iwm.at 

The annuai meeting of one of the French Clubs was held in the beautiful Loire 
valley. About 60 collectors attended. The bourse had many machines on offer but 
there seemed to be few sales made. Michel Bardel gave a very interesting talk on 
slide rules, actually making one during his presentation. 

En route, | was privileged to visit a French collector in Paris and view his 
collection. Though not large, it contained typewriters to “die for” as they say. 





At the time | am writing this column, the Breker auction is only two weeks away. 
Not having been able to attend this venue for the last three sales, | am particularly 
keen to be there this time. The catalogue has just arrived, and | cannot wait to get 
to Cologne to try and bid on some items in the auction, and of course, meet up 
with many collector friends. 

For me, much of my enjoyment of typewriters is, in fact, meeting so many like- 
minded people, and indulging in “typewriter talk”. 

The now famous “after the auction rush” to the local tennis club for the bourse 
takes place as collectors try to be first to the sales tables. 

This event in Cologne is important because | don't believe there is anywhere 
else in the world that you can go to see so many typewriters in one day. Some of 
the rarest typewriters often appear, and maybe this presents the only opportunity 
for some of us to see them. 

As ever, if anyone will be traveling to Europe and in need of some information 
about typewriter activity, i will be glad to help. Please contact me at my e-mail 
address: lo@landbee.demon.co.uk 
8 88 FF OI PO OIPOIOOIEOMOOS 
ACTUAL NEWSPAPER HEADLINES: 

Steals clock—faces time." “Hospital sued by 7 foot doctors." "Man minus ear & 
waves hearing.” “Police begin campaign to run down jaywalkers.” "Textron Inc. 
makes offer to Screw Company stockholders." "Two Soviet ships collide, one 
dies." “Cold wave linked to:temperatures." “Juvenile court to try shooting 
defendant." "Panda mating fails, veterinarian takes over." “Air head fired." 
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Online 


2 Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


The summer of 2005 proved yet again that the 
market for antique typewriters is alive and well, 
judging from eBay auction activity. 

While there were no blockbuster auctions like the 
Crandall in May of last year or the Kruse, Morris, 
Edison Mimeograph, Edland and Sampo earlier this 
year, we did see a Sholes Visible, a Sun index, a 
Commercial Visible and a Williams 1, to say nothing 
of the first and only Blick Oriental that has appeared 
on eBay U.S. in the past six years. 

As I noted in the last issue of Typewriter 
Exchange, there has been some softening of prices 
overall in the past year or so. I promised I’d explore 
that a bit in a future article and you will find that 
companion piece elsewhere in this issue. Still and 
all, there has been no slowdown of buyers and sellers 
eager to make a deal on that next machine. 

The auction results listed below are for the period 
July 1, 2005 through October 31, 2005 and reflect 
U.S. auctions only. 


eo) ee baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


Bhs WiMBNG soo. sx dawS dese da Ractens $9,387 
Commercial Visible... 2... 0.02 525505. 3,050 
Sun index w/ DOX . .. . 2... 2 sec cee nese oe 2,426 
Williams 1 straight keyboard............ 2,350 
ReONOR 6 ook chap ne ed caewnaera Seee 1,553 
Blickensderfer Oriental................ 1,552 
Hammond | curved keyboard, cased ...... 1,237 
Royal portable, gold-plated ............. 1,149 
et Eee ed Ce ee Trt Pee 960 
We ive ds ne CU ee eee tae eeu tun pee 960 
Yost (model not specified) .............. 921 
Bartholomew Stenograph................ 902 
BPI MOE 6 ociccetic ou Cent cee eened 899 
PO ke 5 de eee ke ge 82 847 
Pigth, OIG < 5nd nn be ce aaeu gees © xseiees 821 
RENN AAN psc ie. OR tas che mate eee eee ee 788 
ER och ed wis ponSthain wees Wem eee x 761 
IRE oie kun So Oa lee See Reem 735 
ENT ons s tee tne eee Lae Reco Ree takes 732 
Wee ho thes ct Cee Fae sate peeeeSy a? 690 
Oe ek rains Hie ie eneren te ad 678 
S Blickensderfer 8 SN 162526............. 670 
WE oe) See wee Monee aout 660 
WOR rates ty and tambo eds aumasedenas 643 
Hall (not specified) ... .. 2.20% 0.002.025. 630 
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by Jann Dorothy 
MSHAHAUEAR «ois ose ca sews aseca ed $569 
Blickensderfer 9 SN 186737.......... 568 
Blickensderfer 7 SN 119600.......... 560 
Franklin 7 W/ COVE? .. «2022. 2se2505: 533 
PIMOS 4 2453 chen nothas  besax 516 
Rem Sholes bronze ................ 512 
Hammond curved keyboard (N/S)..... 510 
Fasten 1D cocoa see ce wes neces s 502 
eee LD. «wows ooemws eee stecned 498 
Hammond | or 1b curved keyboard . . . 482 
RON ony sichird ss eps wh ewees ban ck 469 
Blickensderfer9................... 462 
Odell 2, poor/fair.................. 461 
Hammond Multiplex, green. ......... 461 
bbe ¥ Ss ck es wenn hx ae ees be 430 
IG bow ceo ge 0: owe 3 dna 416 
Blickensderfer 8 w/ cover............ 405 
Hammond Multiplex ................ 405 
Mignon 4 wi CaS€ ........ 20-665 senses 405 
Blickensderfer 6 w/ case, extras....... 405 
American Intex 2... essen es coe 395 
Blickensderfer $ ..........-.2....-. 385 
Blickensderfer 7 ..................- 373 
ogi Done .nxcsd cwowicsvecsans 365 
Dew Fran 2655 Me kes ceaws ous Ce yt | 
Royal portable, gold-plated.......... 336 
OREO Sy dso Gk geen sone ne 335 
Hammond (N/S) w/ shuttles .......... 335 
Smith Corona portable, red*......... 334 
Royal HAGE. Sic bs sb tae enna 333 
SIMI ES 2 5 5 wes ba es eens 332 
MG BS thee orn ate aS ale Oe eine 316 
Blickensderfer 8 .................. 315 
Royal Deluxe portable* ............ 315 
Royal Deluxe Model 5* ............ 315 
Koval petaive” ... 2... Jbcecaes om wes 312 
POR DOMES... 2 cede egnsscce see « 305 
LC. Smith & Coronas, red* .. 2.60223; 302 
WEN aha sd chads woken Chika os 300 
Riera OOTANS . os S22 ss. 295 
Blickensderfer §...............-.-- 270 
Hammond Multiplex ............... 269 
Hammond Multiplex* .............. 265 
Smith Corona Special, black/gold* . . . .263 
Blickensderfer Featherweight ........ 262 
Remington Junior, case, brushes... ... 257 


* Denotes near-mint machines offered by one seller with a gift for 
marketing — many photos, elaborate descriptions, free shipping, etc. 






























THE WOODROW-BRADLEY CO., CINCINNATI 








TYPEWRITER RIBBNOS 


THE W.-B. RIBBON. 


Our ribbans are carefully made 
from the finest material, by im- 
proved process and special machin- 
ery. They contain more square 
inches of inked material than other 
standard brands, and are warranted 
to be evenly inked, the writing to 
be good color and the copies strong. 
Every ribbon purchased of us is 
guaranteed to be perfect and satis- 
factory in every respect. Made in 
all colors, cither copyable or record 
and in proper sizes to suit all the 
leading machines. 

Record ribbons, uon-copying: 
Black, Blue and Purple. 

Copying ribbons: Bluc, Purple, 

SES eae Black, Green, Black Coyping, Blue 
THE WO0OR0W-BRADLEY CO. Black Copying Purple, Black Copy- 
e282, MEL Sse ing Green. Blue official Indchible 


tac iam 


te arse aa ors 
C BLACK COPY BLUE }) : 


writes Black and copies Blue. 





Per dozen....... hints $7.50 
ACD cccccspsvecses. ayia? ole 
Burroughs Adding Muddbe Ribbon, cach... cesdaceecee Sn ane 
MULTIGRAPH RIBBON. W.-B. POLYCHROME AND TRICHROME TYPEWRITER RIBBONS. 
All Colors. Made in all the standard colors and combinations. 
Per dozen........ ... $15.00 Each........ $1.50 Prices, same as the single color ribbons. 
MATCH RIBBON. & 
oes P bie Pas STAR BRAND ROLLER PROCESS RIBBONS. 
Per dozen........ $7.50 Kach...... 30.75 


Are especially made to give the strongest and most brili- 
STAR BRAND TYPEWRITER RIBBONS. jant copies of any kind of Rapid Roller Copying Machin: 


For all makes of Ribbon Writ- Furnished in all standard colors. 


a ak ing Machines. Prices, same as regular ribbons. 


Absolutely guaranteed to give 





clear, permanent copies, and will STAR BRAND POLYCHROME AND TRICHROME 
not smut, dry out or fill the type. TYPEWRITER RIBBONS: 
STAR BRAND RIBBONS 

Are made in Black, Bluc, Purple, 
Green, Red and .Brown; in both Prices, same as the single color ribbons. 
record and copying: also in Black 
copy Blue, Black cepy Green, 
Black copy Purple, Indclible and Hektograph. 






STAR Afi GRAND 
NON FILLING: p 


Made in all of the standard colors and combinations 


STAR BRAND MULTIGRAPH RIBBONS. 


2 ‘ 
Prices, Cah. 5 osc eccoesns : — $1.00 Are made in all of the standard colors and wound on spoil 
In tots of }y doz. and peard, } per dozen....... 2... 9.00 which fit the machine. 
Price, 8 inches wide. . 


COUPON BOOKS 
° - . Per dozen........... $20.00 Each 82.00 

We have coupon beoks for one dozen and one half 
dozen Star and W.-B. Brand ribbons, enabling customers to We also make ribbons for the different adding machine- 


buy ribbons at the dozen price and take them as needed and for any other purpose where inked ribhbons are used 
sisi OTHER BRANDS. 
Star Brand Coupons, '3 dozen.. 34.50 Doz Eack 
Star Brand Coupons, | dezen 9.00 Carters. . 7.00 80.05 
W -B. Brand Coupons, }» dozen. 35.75 Eureka... TO re 
W.-B. Brand Coupons, 1 dozen... L. ; 7.50 0, KK... : : : 7.00 je @ 
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Chapel of LOVE, Charleston 









TIDEWATER 
EXECUTIVE 


. and five surprise inectines sprung on punsuepetiiig 
friends by feisty Herman Price of West Virginia ... and the 
unwilting good company of the girls from California, 
kynda | Beckler a Jann Ae - 


The recent gathering of ‘ypentiler collectors at Lin 
Lewis's wedding chapel reception hall in Mount Pleasant, 
S.C. -~ the first "convention" in five years -- was treated to 

something totally unexpected, and truly unique. 


...and certainly the long-suffering collector wives, Corny 
Weil, Connie Price, and Helga Kerz! 
i There was a raucous visit from Paul Robert of 
* Holland, a man who knows how to have a very good 
time. And a sudden appearance by Bruce Boyd, a 
Wetied cm ‘e relative of the Densmores who decided to attend on 

On one hand, we had a beautifully restored model of . night, and rushed to South Carolina from near 
e 


the first commercially-successful typewriter in history, an -"©: Pa., in one day. 
1874 Sholes & Glidden, that had been rescued -- was , ANd of course, there was the wedding "minister" 
rusted, bent and broken when found — by Delaware /Nerself, Lin Lewis, who put together this gathering in the 
professor Peter Weil. Peter restored it with the help of "ew $1.5 million wedding chapel she's had built in Mount 
New Jersey expert Bob Aubert and other friends (see Pleasant, S.C. 

story to follow). It was just gorgeous in all its shiny black Ps ae 
paint and Victorian decals. 


Then on the other hand, we were treated to a visit by | 
Jay Williams, a blind man who actually wore what might 
be considered the absolutely latest version of the, uh, 
typewriter, something called a "Pulsedata" — a machine - 
about which Mr. Sholes and Mr. Glidden might not have ~ 
even been able to dream! See cover for picture. 


The keyboard was worn at Jay's waist, and gave him » 
instant wireless access to the Internet and e-mail and all ~ 
that modern jazz, plus it had the ability to scan a paper 
book like you and | read, and "read" the print into his ;.. 
fingertips through a row of pulsing braille keytops. j))u 


Or it could simply read the page out loud by actually 
talking to him. Amazing. Along the way, we were treated 
to an immaculate Mignon and many restored paper 


It's ‘obvious, though, that the most bliss-filled room in 
the chapel is the one with the deep shelves and her very 


tables and other parts brought over by German restorer OWN _—_ collection of —_—_typewriting = machines! 
Hermann Kerz. 


There was so much fo report. So read on... 
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Peter Weil Shows Off His Complete 


Sholes and Glidden Restoration 
Story by Jack Knarr 


Peter Weil has lived the dream that many of us 
typewriter collectors have, but understand we'll never 
realize -- that of finding a rare Sholes & Glidden, and 
__ fixing i i 


And he shared his experience, step-by-step, at Lin 
Lewis's gathering in South Carolina early this month, 
taking us back first to that lucky day at the Renninger's 
antiques field show at Kutztown, Pa, when he 
happened to ask a furniture dealer if he had any 
typewriters for sale. 


On his computer screen, Peter punched up a dark 
photograph of the weary, broken, rusted skeleton of the 
Sholes. "This was the Polaroid shot that was given to 
me at Renninger's," he said. "He didn't have the 

iter with him, but he said he had something like a 
Sholes & Gullespie. And he was sure | would - 
interested in 


"And | said | could be," Peter said. He chuckled. "I 
could never play poker. | wag my tail too often. 


"And the man said to me, ‘By God, you're not going 
to pay me less than $700!" And | said, ‘I won't!" 


We laughed and laughed. Peter Weil had that 
sheepish grin — that twinkle of the eye — that we all get 
inside when we've found a piece of the mother lode ... 
for mere pennies. This first commercially-successful 
machine from the 1870s now can sell for close to 
$30,000, and we understood that Peter would have paid 
much more than $700 for his piece of the S&G dream. 


He said the machine came from Maine, that the 
grandchildren of the owners had had a big fight and 
wound up storing it upstairs in a cold house through 10 
years of summer heat and winter freezing. 


"And this affected it," Peter said, "because when we 
found it, the iron carriage had a curve in it, like this. It 








tells you it was sent back to the factory, and we know 
from what's on the space bar that it had to be after 
1883, because the space bar says it was patented in 
1883." Simply, an older machine had been updated by 
the factory. 


"The deck was in bad shape," he said. "It also had a 
lot of pigeon crap on it. And as we took paint off of it, we 


— found that down below, we had a lot of what was left of 


_ the original gold surface." He punched up another 
"slide." 
4 


"This is what it had looked like," he said. "It had gone 
through the original painting, the factory painting, and 
redecaling and repinstriping after 1883, and then it had 
gone through two other paintings, of someone just 
slopping black paint on it. 


"So there was a lot of crud," said the professor froim 
_ Wilmington, Del. "| could have left it that way; | want to 
make that clear. And many people who are collectors 
today would never have done anything to the machine, 
who would argue that you shouldn't touch it at all, that 
it's a matter of history. And we could have a pretty — 
discussion about 


"| didn't want to do that," he said. "So | made a 
decision to restore it. So to what level do | restore it? Do 
| go to 1874? Do | do after 18837 ... It's not an easy 
decision.” 


He punched up a picture he'd found of machine No. 
A814, now located in the museum at Milwaukee. 


"It's complete, and it's also known as 'A.' It was sent 
back to the factory. It also originally had a side lever on 
it and a wheel on it, and this one no longer has a side 
lever and wheel on it. But you'll notice it is decalled, 
painted, etc., etc. And this one has a cover on it, 
because when they sent it back, they did something 
called ‘Perfectizing.' 


Weil said he decided to restore it to the 1874-5 
standard. And there it stood on the table before us, with 
no side lever or wheel, but all of the lovely decals and 
pinstriping, dressed out in perfect glass keytops and 
new rubber platen. 


The machine still needs adjustments; we couldn't 
type on it yet. But the result of his three long years of 
sweet labor, most under the direction § of 
restorer/mechanic/collector and dealer Bob Aubert in 
Bob's Riverside, N.J., basement/shop, was dazzling 
indeed. 


The two biggest problems they faced: What to do about 
the missing metal keyboard covers. And how to repair 
the warped frame. 


"The curved metal carriage frame was taken to the 


melted down." 
"The serial number on this one is A305 — probably —_ Continued on page 660. 
805," he said. "805 is the original serial number, and 8 — 
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Jay Williams Gives an "Eye-Opening” 


Presention at the $Charieston 
Gathering 
By Jack (Knarr, Typex Staff VWvriter 


Jay Williams is the only person I've ever 
seen who actually SEES typewriters with his 
fingers -- by groping them -- and can tell you 
what they look like, without even ever 
having seen them with eyes. 








The 64-year-old Port Angeles, Washington 
man has been blind since birth, and has 
never with his eyes actually SEEN these 
wonderful machines we collect. 


“2 


Yet he speaks of the sumptuous body of a 
1954 Royal "crown" machine. He knows 
about the "sexy" lines of the Smith Corona 
Standard from the 1930s and a machine he 
just got, an Olivetti-Underwood Studio 44. 
"That is sexy!" he said. And he understands 
the disgusting military drabness of a ‘40s 
crinkle-paint Royal. (But he has a heart; he 
says he has one of these and wants to find 
it a home.) 


Jay Williams is most interesting -- and 
amazing -- when he talks about fixing 
typewriters, and losing little screws that 
bound away into infinity. But he stops and 
patiently looks around for the little piece, 
feeling until he finds it. Then he touches 
around in the machine and finds the hole 
where it goes. It's hard to imagine such 
patience from a blind guy who is twice as 
positive as most sighted people | know. 


His fingers obviously do all his seeing, and 
there came a point at the gathering at 
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Mount Pleasant, S.C., when he sat down in 
front of Peter Weil's almost completed 
restored Sholes & Glidden -- a shining black 
and gold pin-striped beauty. And then 
reached out with his two hands and opened 
his “eyes.” 


| told him | wished dearly that he could 
actually see this beautiful thing, and he said, 
"| bet," but his fingers were busy, and he 
said, "These contours are unreal.” 
Then he stopped for a moment and tapped 
into the Braille notebook QT computerized 
braille keyboard by PulseData that he wears 
on his waist, to record his thoughts on the 
Sholes. 


"Sitting on the table, it comes up to my 
nose,” he said. “It's got a very broad platen 
and a very broad paper table ... The 
keyboard has this glass thing that lifts up" -- 
he has mistaken the metal lid for glass -- 
“and very long space bar, and the line 
space lever, to replace the pedal and all that 
kind of stuff that used to be there." 


Then | told him what the decals look like. 
The main decal on the paper table shows a 
lake and trees and mountains in the back, 
and the others show flags and eagles and 
the standard gold flowers of the era. And 
the gold and blue pinstriping of several 
widths. 


| heard Jay whisper, "Damn." These were 
things his fingers could never see. 


We'd already talked some, Jay reliving 
some of those wonderful mescaline 
memories of the 60s and 70s before age 
and common sense took over. He told how 
truly vivid those experiences were, and how 
nothing has been as amazing in the years of 
common sense since then. 


Stupidly, | ask him how he made it to the 
collectors’ gathering in South Carolina, and 
he just grins behind his Stevie Wonder 
glasses and says, “Oh, my wings are siill 
tired, man." Of course he flew. "They 
wouldn't let me _ drive," he jokes. 





Charleston , SC November 2005 
Presentations by Paul Robert 
(Preserving a Caligraph) and 


Herman Price (Show and Tell) 


The amiable Paul Robert of Holland -- collector, 
publisher, and restorer of typewriting machines 
(and decal maker!) -- told how he fulfilled a most 
unusual request this past year. 





On his computer, he flashed the photograph of 
a truly distressed second model of the Caligraph 
No. 1 that had appeared for sale online. For some 
unknown reason, it had been painted in gold, from 
the top down to the wooden type bars, and all over 
the insides of the type basket -- "all over the poor 
thing,” he said. Five keys were missing. The 
keytops. 

"Nobody wanted it," he said. "Finally it was 
bought by a woman collector in Germany, after we 
looked at it." She asked if something could be 
done to save it. 

"| decided that because the machine was 
mechanically good, it might be possible to 
conserve what was left -- to remove the gold paint, 
and try to keep whatever we could keep without 
going through a full restoration. That was 
something she didn't want. [She said], if anything, 
bring it back to its original state, but don't make it 
new. 

"So that was quite a _ challenge." 
The first thing he did was take the carriage 
structure off, take the roll out and the rubber parts 
off, and put it in an ultrasound cleaner, and it came 
out clean, "which was a great relief," Paul said. 
"There were no parts that needed re-nickeling at 
all. 

"So while this thing was in the ultrasound 
cleaner, | was just brushing away on the gold paint 
to remove it. Using ultra-fine steel wool drenched 





in regular thinner, and just going over everything 
very carefully, it took a couple of days," he said. 

"Once I'd removed the gold, the [original] paint 
only showed normal wear to the sides here where 
people would normally rest their arms. There was 
no major damage. 

"The original pinstripes were still underneath, 
and were in excellent order-- but not anymore, 
after | removed the gold paint. The pinstripes went 
with it. There was no way | could save the 
pinstripes; they just came off with the rest of the 
paint. Just a shade was left of the original decal on 
the front panel. 

"The good thing, there was no rust. But there 
was gold paint on the wood as well, which was a 
disaster; that was difficult to remove." He found 
other parts missing, and collector Les Owen 
suggested Paul take his entire parts machine. 

This was not a restoration, but a case of 
conservation. But a good front-panel decal literally 
MAKES a Caligraph. Paul was asked if he put on 
a new one. 

"That was one of the decisions | had to make 
once | cleaned it up," he said. "What do you 
restore? What do you keep the way it is? 

"The first problem was finding keytops. The 
only place you can find these keytops is from 
another early Caligraph 1, or from the earliest 
Caligraph 2, which have the same keytops. 

"Fortunately, | sent an e-mail to the typewriters 
[collector] list, and there was someone in the New 
York area who had a parts machine, and he sent 
me six keytops from a Caligraph 2. And the only 
thing | had to do was shorten them so they could 
fit the Caligraph 1, and make the new connecting 
part. That was it. And of course, | had to make 
new legends for the keys." 

The original paint showed a few "dents." The 
initials "RK" had been scratched in, perhaps by a 
previous owner. “Fortunately,” Paul said, "I 
managed to get all this out. 

"Once everything was cleaned, | put it back 
together again. There were a couple sort-of 
restoration things that | did: | did put a new decal 
on, because the decal is so vital for a Caligraph. 

"Then, | did put new pinstripes on, because the 
pinstripes were still there. But because the 
machine looked old, | wiped them away, partially, 
so they look worn. So | put 'new-old' pinstripes on. 
They were actually ‘damaged." 

Asked if he “wore out" the decal as well, Paul 
admitted, "No. There's no way to make them 
‘lighter’ as they wore. Using steel wool makes 
them turn white, not what you want to have. 


Continued on next page. 
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"What | also did was take some epoxy, and 
glue the underside of all the keytops to the stems, 
so they could never fall off again. But you don't 
see that. 

"So that was it," he said with a smile. "Now it's 
conserved, and not destroyed. It's ‘resterved.' 
She's very happy with it 


Herman Price's Show & Tell 
Surprises by Jack Knarr 


Collector Herman Price came loaded like Santa 
Claus at Christmas, with a big "bag" of surprises, 
"in honor of some of the people | knew were 
coming." Unfortunately, he wasn't giving away any 
gifts: 


"Since | knew Mikey [Brown] would be here, 
and Mike is the king of checkwriters," he said, "I 
brought my _  checkwriter. This is a Sun 
Checkwriter. If you were watching eBay two weeks 
ago, there was another one on there that Tony 
(Casillo) bought for $400 or so, identical to this 
machine. 











"This machine is like a Model 5 Sun, which is 
hard to find anyway. It has the 3-row keyboard but 
only one shift, because it types in caps only. The 
figures on this machine are two different styles of 
number that you can type. The typebar is a sort of 
perforated dot-matrix type that sort of perforates 
the paper. It also  uses- red __ ink." 

Mike was reduced to a critical level of drool. 
Then Herman brought out the next shocker: 

"Since | knew Lynda [Beckler] was here," he 
said, "and | wanted her to feel really jealous, | 
brought The Great White-- as Peter [Weil] calls it, 
‘The Great White Moby Blick.’ 

Of course, this was bought on eBay a couple of 
years ago. | couldn't tell you that it was absolutely 
originally white; the serial number though is 
1904W. In all my serial number lists, we have 
nothing like that with suffixes or prefixes or 
asterisks." 


- a 


He theorized the 1904 could mean year, and 
the W white. "Maybe it's a World's Fair [machine]," 
he said. "Peter has this theory that the white 
machines were always given to religious officials 
and so on; that could be what it is.” 

From the back, Lin Lewis exclaimed, "The 
Pope's typewriter!" In moments, we were all 
imagining it breaking the eBay bank for $1 million. 


SRITT 


EMPIRE 


Continued on next page. 
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Then Herman Price opened a #12 British 
Empire typewriter. "Peter [Weil] and | were at the 
Onondaga Historical Association in Syracuse and 
saw their incredible typewriter collection, and they 
have nearly anything you can imagine ... We saw 
one of these there." Rare as hen's teeth. 


To make a long story short, Peter saw a British 
Empire later on eBay, and queried Nick Fisher in 
England. Nick sent him a picture of his British 
Empire, which Herman Price heard about, and 
then actually bought off Nick. He was only to learn 
later that this machine was one of the last batch of 
12,000 Canadien Empires made at the Salter plant 
in England for Blickensderfer before it went belly- 
up and out of existence! 


"This machine on the _ back, _ says, 
"Manufactured by George Salter & Co. ... for the 
Blick Typewriter Co., Ltd., London," said Herman 
Price. "So this is one of your last Blickensderfers. 


"When Blickensderfer in America is going 
bankrupt and out of business, and Blick in England 
has nothing to sell -- they're selling Blick 
Universals and Blick 90s, the Blick Bar maybe, 
and this one, the British Empire No. 12. So this is 
a Blick!" 


Then he hauled out a big box, “because | 
admire the Germans, who make beautiful wooden 
cases for their typewriters. It doesn't matter how 
expensive the machine -- you can buy any old 
piece of [bleep], and it'll have a beautiful wooden 
box. It's incredible.” 


This was for a Blickensderfer No. 8 from 
Cologne. (no photo). And finally, Herman pulled 
out another box -- and one last shocker. 

"In contradiction of what | just said," he said, 
"this is an ugly green German wooden case." ("A 
Mignon, 3 or 4," guessed Herman Kerz, who was 
at the gathering in South Carolina with his wife 
Helga IS THAT RIGHT, MIKE? and fellow German 
Jorg Ferrensen CHECK THAT.) 


"Now, | got this machine on eBay," Herman 
Price said, "and it was in Germany, and at the 
time, | asked a friend of mine if he'd go pick it up 
for me, and send it to me. And so JORG drove a 
thousand miles in a raging snowstorm in 20 
degrees below zero, and picked this machine up 
for me. And sent it to me.” 

















































Now Jorg was in the audience. The machine 
was a Monica No. 1, a "typical 4-row German 
portable," Herman Price dead-panned, but very 
rare. "There is the machine,” he said, "Jorg went 
and picked up." 

<><><><><><o<><o<><><><><><><><> 


List of Attendees at Charleston, 2005 


Lin Lewis, SC (hostess) 

Jann Dorothy, CA 

Lynda Beckler, CA 

Jack Knarr, NJ 

Herman Price, WV 

Connie Price, WV 

Rich Willinger, NJ 

Paul Robert, The Netherlands 
Peter Weil, DE 

Corny Weil, DE 

Jay Williams, WA 

Hermann Kerz, Germany 
Helga Kerz, Germany 

Jorg Fehrensen, Germany 
Michael Brown, PA 

Bruce Boyd, PA 

<>< <>< oo >< oo SoCo coc ><> <>< ><> <<>> 


FREE Stapler Newsletter Online 
By Curt Scaglione 


Curt is requesting that Typewriter Exchange (Typex) 
readers kindly consider sending him any information, 
patents, ads, photos or anything related to old staplers. 


He is constantly researching these facinating little 
machines and could use your help. 


In return, Curt is offering his Stapler Exchange 
newsletter titled "ADHERE THIS" free to Typex 
subscribers. To view the newsletter go to: 
http:/Iwww.geocities.comitypewriterexchange/staplers.htm 
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“Doing the Charleston" 
by Lin Lewis, Collector, Turned Hostess 


After a year of no planning for a non event, 16 


folks showed up in Charleston for a great day of © 


typewriter talk coupled with Charleston’s incredible 
seafood. The oyster population has been seriously 
depleted for the year. 

On Wednesday, November 2, Lynda Beckler 
and Jann Dorothy arrived in Charleston and went to 
my house. Thursday night, Jay Williams, a new 
collector, arrived and the three sisters went out to 
the airport to welcome him to Charleston. 

Friday night we all gathered at Shem Creek Bar 
& Grill, a local watering hole known for great 
oysters and other seafood. When the three sisters 
walked in with Jay Williams, they headed for the bar 
where Herman and Connie Price sat. 

Someone tapped me on the shoulder and told 
me to turn around. As | gazed up toward the ceiling, 
who should | see grinning down at me but Paul 
Robert, who’d flown in from the Netherlands to 
surprise everyone. In rapid succession, Mike 
Brown, Peter and Comie Weil, Hermann and Helga 
Kerz, Jack Knarr and Jorg Fehrensen all arrived 
and we sat down to a seafood feast. 

On Saturday we were surprised to have Rich 
Willinger and Bruce Boyd arrive unexpectedly. 

Mike Brown unveiled his long-awaited new book 
entitled John Newton Willams...The Untold Story. 
It seemed to sell out instantly and Mike was kind 
enough to autograph copies for anyone who asked. 
A second printing is nearly complete and books can 
be ordered by mailing payments payable to: 

Michael A. Brown 
P.O. Box 52607 
Philadelphia, PA 19115 
Cost is $30 postpaid in the US and $38 postpaid 
elsewhere. Any questions e-mail Mike at: 
Typexi@aol.com 





Some of the collectors’ wives were a little bored, 
so a huge Shriners’ parade, complete with silly cars 
and sillier hats, came down Coleman Boulevard to 


entertain them. Connie Price just had to dance with 
the clown. 











































We walked to lunch, then went back to the 
reception hall for a little more typewriter fun. 

In between events Rich Willinger, Jack Knarr and 
Mike Brown hit some local antique stores but no 
great finds were made. Jack did manage to find an 
antique poster featuring an Oldsmobile. 

Then Lynda and Jann and | took Jay downtown 
for some change and he experience a special 
ringing of a church bell, and everyone agreed to 
meet at Vickery’s for dinner. More seafood, darn it, 
and lots of fun. Most folks went home on Sunday, 
with another gathering fresh in their memories. . 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 


ET Cetera to Continue 
By Richard Polt 


Dear fellow Typex subscribers, 


| hope you'll join me next year as | begin editing 
ETCetera, the other American typewriter collectors' 
newsletter. 

I'm looking forward to continuing ETCetera's 
current features, such as Will Davis's column on 
portables and the "Colectors Corner" interviews. 

| want to revive the "Back to Bacics" columns 
from the early ETCetera's, taking a fresh look at the 
fundamentals of our hobby. 

| also plan to introduce some new items, such as 
a regular digest of news from around the world. And 
a "Show & Tell" page that focuses on one machine 
from one of our collections. 

ETCetera will be essential and enjoyable 
reading for any typewriter lover. Herman Price has 
volunteered to serve as our secretary-treasurer. 

Please send subscriptions ($25 US, $30 abroad) 
in the form of checks or money orders payable to: 

ETCetera, c/o 
Herman J. Price, CPA 
954 Maple Drive, Suite 4, 
Morgantown, WV 26505, USA 


You can also subscribe online: go to paypal.com 
and make a payment to: 


Etcetera. payments@gqmail.com 
I'm looking forward to a great year! Richard Polt. 
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Hermann Kerz and Jorg Fehrensen 
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Continued from page 653 

physics department fab at the University of Delaware 
where they have a lot of people who are specialists in 
metalurgy,” Peter said, "and they figured out how to 
straighten it without breaking it. And they also did glass 
sandblasting to get the paint off and everything else. 


"Then the problem was how do we get the metal sheet 
made," he said. "Bob Aubert and | went to 14 metal 
shops in three states, and we couldn't find anyone. See 
these tight rolls here?" he said. He showed the tight roll 
of metal at the end of the lid. "And also, this hinge looks 
simple, but it's a 'piano hinge,’ and it is not a simple 
hinge. Nobody even makes the tools to make it 
anymore." 


Finally, they found a company, Chris Messara Metals of 
Paimyra, NJ, that makes air-conditioning ducts. "And 
Bob made a die to do the roll -- I'm sure that die itself 
took him at least two weeks of work. If you put down a 
hydraulic press on top of it, it forced the roll to take 
place." He flashed a picture of the press pressing 
against the metal to roll over the die to make the piano 
hinge. 


Another thing: Peter discovered the Sholes had leather 
bearings all through the machine! “Leather is an 
important part of this machine," Peter said. “All the joints 
have leather [bearings] between the pieces of metal, 
which | never would have dreamt. Who would have 
thought leather? | didn't know leather was involved in 
this silly thing. 


"All the pieces that are suspended have leather 
bearings in them,” he said. "And the problem is getting 
the thickness right.” There's even leather at the bottom 
of the combs, with the serial number stamped in it. 


Five connecting rods were missing; they were robbed 
from a Remington 2. Eighty-eight beveled glass key top 
covers were ordered made in China (44 for Bob's own 
Sholes). 


Peter tried to do a basic black lacquer paint job. "It 
looked like it had a terrible case of acne," he said. So 
out that went, to a painter. But the guy used a prime 
coat of yellow instead of black. it was a mistake. Peter 
knows it's under there; he'll always see it — or imagine 
he sees it -— in a crack here or there. 


A beautiful new paper table made by German wizard 
Hermann Kerz crowns the top of the Type Writer with a 
hill-and-lake scene on it. 


Leather, grease, oil, cruddy black paint, pigeon crap. 
Messed-up paint jobs. Little springs shattered; parts 
shot across Aubert's cellar. Ah, the agonies — and errors 
-- of restoration. 


Yes, the lucky Mr. Weil may never again have such fun 
in his life! And it was great that he shared it with us, as 
we dream ... dream ... dream ... 

<P<><><> <> <>< oeo<>c><><>c>e><cocoe><>e 
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A Closer Look At Prices 
By Jann Dorothy 


| think it’s fair so say that for collectors of anything 
and everything throughout the world, the entire dynamic 
for collecting changed forever thanks to Pez. Yes, Pez, 
the little candies in their unique dispensers. It was 1995 
when a guy named Pierre Omidyar started looking for a 
way to help his Pez-collector girlfriend buy and sell with 
other Pez collectors. 

He created a website to do just that. And today that 
website, which had 2004 revenue of $3.3 billion and has 
135 million users worldwide, has changed the way we 
buy and sell everything. I'm talking about eBay, of 
course. 


There's no denying that eBay changed everything. 
And for typewriter collectors, that meant having instant 
market access to machines many of us had only seen in 
pictures. Years of antique shop queries and thrift store 
forays with few results to show for the effort suddenly 
gave way to the click of a mouse at mighty eBay. 


And we collectively went nuts. The old kid-in-a- 
candy-store phenomena kicked in. Prices rose as gotta- 
have-it collectors battled it out. Hundreds of dollars for a 
Blickensderfer 5? Who cares, it’s a Blick, and how often 
do you see those? A Hammond Multiplex? By golly, let’s 
throw hundreds at that too. How often do you see a 
Hammond? 


These days, Blickensderfers and Hammonds are 
almost commodity machines, along with Olivers, Smith 
Premiers, and the ubiquitous Coronas, Rems and 
Royals of every stripe. There are exceptions, of course, 
with rarity, condition and serial numbers playing a big 
role, but 1995 and 2005 are very, very different. 


I've been tracking eBay typewriter auctions since 
1999. The space availabie here in Typex doesn’t permit 
me to go into great detail, but suffice it to say that the 
“early adopters” as they’re called in business models 
paid real premiums for machines that today would sell, 
and are selling, for noticeably less. 

This is, of course, nothing more than simple supply- 
and-demand theory played out. The aforementioned 
machines are now, generally speaking, commodity 
machines (exceptions apply, as noted). These are entry 
level typewriters for the novice collector and are now 
quite affordable. 


The next tier, in which | would place machines such 
as Lambert, Merritt, Pittsburgh, Caligraph, World, 
Peoples and many others, are still actively sought and 
command good prices, but not as much as in the past. 


The lesson? Buyer beware, as always. But you're 
more likely today to get more bang for your buck. The 
rare machines still command premium prices and likely 
will in the future. But eBay has, in ten short years, very 
much leveled the playing field. 








The Last Page in the Typewriter 


hanks to the clamor over the forged Hitler diaries, one al- 

most overlooked entirely the news from Rumania. There, on 
April 28, a government decree took effect requiring all citizens to 
register their typewriters with the police. The stated purpose of 
this decision was to prohibit Rumanian troublemakers from typ- 
ing anti-Communist leaflets, but anyone concerned with the fate 
of the typewriter will recognize a trend. It is going. this wonderful 
machine. It is on its way out of the world. Whether at the urgings 
of the Communists or the word processors, the device that has 
come to be called the old-fashioned manual will soon lie dusty in 
fraudulent antique shops between the duck decoys and the minia- 
ture spoons. “What's that funny-looking box, Daddy?” “Why, 
that’s an Underwood. darling [gulping imperceptibly].” 

But who cares. really, if the manual 
typewriter goes the way of the manual 
orange-juice squeezer or the crank phone? 
Progress is progress. It isnt as if the in- 
vention itself is dropping from existence: 
there are new electronic microchip jobs 
that automatically produce a thousand in- 
dividually addressed love letters while the 
author snorkels in Cancun. Nor is there a 
great heaving nostalgia attached to the 
old machine. The history of its growth 
reads as excitingly as politics in Ottawa. 
Besides, people these days show far too 
much reflex yearning for the snows of yes- 
teryear. Let the thing go. Indeed, one can 
briefly sum up the reasons for looking 
back with moderate affection on the man- 
ual typewriter and still not feel that the 
world is about to lose a piece of its heart. 

Famous Literary Typewriters. Hitler 
evidently did not use a typewriter. being a 
dictator. but other writers have found it 
indispensable. J.M. Synge and Henry James. to name two. Mark 
Twain, who typed the manuscript of either Tom Sawyer or Life 
on the Mississippi (the matter is murky), became the first author 
to hand in a typewritten book to his publisher. Of his Reming- 
ton, Twain wrote: “It don’t muss things or scatter ink blots 
around.” Twain also began the practice of double-spacing manu- 
scripts, thus providing room for editors ever since to fill the mar- 
gins with the words “awkward” and “Don’t get this.” 

Famous Criminal Typewriters. In America. the most notori- 
ous was the Woodstock No. N230099. which was used as evi- 
dence in the Alger Hiss trials, although no one seems to have 
been able to prove whether or not the Woodstock No. N230099 
was in fact involved, and if so, or not, what it did, or did not do. 
In “A Case of Identity,” Sherlock Holmes exposed the culprit by 
examining the faulty letters on typewritten notes. Holmes ex- 
plained: “A typewriter has really quite as much individuality asa 
man’s handwriting.” The word processor's criminal potential is 
probably infinite. 

Memorable Sentences Associated with the Typewriter. a) 
Now is the time for all good men to come to the aid of the party: 
b) qwerty yuiop; c) Miss Hunkle. please come in, shut the door 
and take a letter. 

Noteworthy Typewriter Stunts and Tricks. In the late 
1920s, the Royal Typewriter Co. dropped 11,000 parachuted 
typewriters out of a plane over Hartford. Conn. This was intend- 
ed to increase sales. Tricks with typewriters were also popular in 
the early days, such as making palm trees out of capital I's and 
asterisks. Placing such things in a composition must have offered 
problems. but they are said to have given much fun. 


















Typéwriters in Art. Claes Oldenburg’s Soff Typewriter. Also, 
Leroy Anderson’s musical number The Typewriter, remembered 
for its effective use of the bell. Marshall McLuhan surmised that 
the typewriter has contributed to the writing of free-verse poetry, 
because the righthand margins are uneven. This is fascinating, 
but unlikely. Yet e.e. cummings’ poems could have been com- 
posed on nothing but a typewriter, and many novelists have used 
the lower case and run-on words to convey streams of conscious- 
ness. Don Marquis’ archys life of mehitabel made a poet of a 
cockroach who was unable to press the shift key. 

The Typewriter and the Lady. Men constituted the first 
“typewriters,” as the operators were originally called, but wom- 
en soon took over the task, which was supposed to give them en- 
try to the American workplace. As it 
turned out, typewriters ultimately tied 
women down to uninteresting mechanical 
jobs, proving once again that men are 
smarter than machines. The typist in 
modern folklore is often given a melan- 
choly identity, like the typist in T.S. El- 
iot's Waste Land, who takes her lover as 
wearily as she lights her stove. On a hap- 
pier side, Rose Fritz, the national speed- 
typing champion from 1906 to 1909, nev- 
er lost to a man, and Stella Willins, the 
1926 world’s amateur champion, once 
typed 264 words in one minute, repeating 
a memorized sentence. The report that 
the sentence was “How I loathe this 
work” is apocryphal. 

The Typewriter Goes to the Movies. 
Movies about the press inevitably display 
lots of typewriters on which reporters fu- 
4 riously bang out their stories as if they 

were using artillery. Such scenes illustrate 
the idea that the typewriter can be a weapon, which recalls the 
original patent that the inventor, Christopher Latham Sholes, 
sold to E. Remington & Sons. a manufacturer of firearms. There 
is always something heroically decisive about a character's 
plunking himself down before a typewriter in a movie. The ma- 
chine itself becomes an instrument of integrity, which may be 
one of the things we miss when it finally disappears. 

Pleasant as all this may be to record, it does not add up to 
much. Mainly one will miss the manual machine simply because it 
has been around so long. We take unexpressed comfort from the 
sight of familiar objects, superannuated or not, tending to regret 
their absence even when we no longer require their presence. 
Then, too, we will miss the sound, the clackbop from the house 
next door that signaled the Great American Novel in progress, or 
the Great American Last-Minute Term Paper. Writers will miss 
their old machines greatly, even as they now flirt pantingly with 
Apple IIs. They will even miss the mistakes they used to make. 
This sort of-msitake. The new machines correct so perfectly that 
they do not show error, and sometimes error was nice to see, a 
useful memento of human sloppiness. 

Still, what may be missed most is the companionship of 
the manual machine that was attached not to the wall by 
electric cord, but solely to oneself. There it sat, that Smith-Co- 
rona, waiting patiently for you to get hold of yourself, seize an 
idea, find a right word. Then you went at it together, two 
stained, tired antiques of the future, giving and taking, the 
way friends are supposed to. The times you stayed up all 
night, the sweat on the keys, the sigh of accomplishment at 
somethng furnishedfamished finished. —By Roger Rosenblatt 
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Purchasers of Fox Typewriters 


are always surprised at the beautiful work of the machine, its 

extremely light touch, its short key depression, its easy carriage q) 

action and its general superiority. ‘AO 
We want to prove to you that the Fox Typewriter excels 

in every feature that makes a typewriter desirable. If this is SO, 

you need it in your office. These days of keen competition will 

® not allow you to use anything but the best. 

Allow us to place one with you on free trial. 

Other makes taken in part payment at liberal allowances. 


FOX TYPEWRITER CO., Ltd. 
Executive Office & Factory, 460-470 Front St., GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 


Block 23 Liberal Arts Bldg., World's Fair. 


This advertisement returned with soc. will entitle you to a sample Fox 
typewriter ribbon, for any typewriter, regular price $1.00. 
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WOMEN NEED NOT APPLY: William R. Fox was a sexist! 


See story on Pages 665-69 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


Happy New Year to all! Thanks for joining us as 
year! 














we embark on our 25" 

In this issue, | begin with some new revelations 
about Mr. William R. Fox (famed typewriter inventor) 
and his life and typewriters. Much new information 
has just crossed my desk and I hope to reveal more 
about Fox in the next issue. 

Additionally, my favorite writer/contributor, Lynda 
Beckier, begins to tell us how she is restoring her 









































winds up telling us about how she spent just over 

$3000 restoring her workshop instead. 
Now that she has the perfect place to work, she 

promises to give us a complete update on the Odell restoration in the next issue. 
STAY TUNED... 


<><><> <>< >< ><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
News from Overseas: by Les Owen, England 








Adverse weather conditions in Europe prevented a number of collectors from 
traveling to Cologne for the Auction Team Breker event, in November. Uwe 
Breker, the auction organizer, told me that he'd had a number of telephone calls 
asking that the auction be postponed because the callers could not travel. A good 
indication, perhaps, of how important this event is for enthusiasts. Many 
assemble on Friday afternoon for viewing, and this year Mr. & Mrs. Breker 
hosted a buffet for evening viewers making it a very pleasant social event. 

Once again, the auction proceedings did not disappoint, with a bargain here 
and there and most typewriters being sold. Highlights of the rarities were a Fitch 
and Kosmopolit. I knew that there would be strong competition for these 
machines because I had exchanged emails about them with a number of & 
interested collectors. Sadly, those in the room were left out in the cold, as both 
went at very high prices to telephone bids, the Fitch the equivalent of $22,200 
and the Kosmopolit $19,250. (both including buyers’ premiums). I approached 
one potential buyer after the sale, who told me of his deep disappointment, even 
showing me his bidding list and the $14,500 he had penciled in, a figure which I 
would have expected to secure the purchase. There was a happy ending for him, 
however, as I am told that he found a Fitch for sale at the Tennis Club bourse 
after the auction. 

There was a time when this meeting only opened after the auction had 
finished, and I regarded it as much a social gathering of collectors, as a place to 
buy or sell typewriters. Nowadays, I am told, the tables are filled by 9.00 AM, 
and that some collectors are prepared to miss the auction to seek out the bargains 
there. Certainly there is no shortage of typewriters and calculators on offer and 
not just run of the mill either. I saw another happy collector leaving clutching a 
Gardner, and they do not come much rarer than that. 

There are numerous excellent meetings held in Europe during the year as I 
have reported many times. The highlights have to be the June and November 
auctions, attended as they are by more collectors than any others, with many 
machines on view and for sale. 

I end yet again by repeating that it is well worth the effort and expense to be 
there. If a group feels that they would like to get together and come to the UK, 
then fly over to Germany, there are very cheap flights to be had to Cologne. 
Depending on dates, there might be the possibility to take in the huge 
antique fairs at Swinderby and Newark just before going to Breker’s auction, and 
so making the trip even more worthwhile. 1 would be happy to host such a trip, 
or help in the organization of same. Please contact me at my email address: 
lo@fandbee.demon.co.uk 

Some other results (including buyers’ premium) from the auction: Williams 
No. 2 $1500, Liliput A model $2220, Peoples $1050, Sun Index $3700, 
Edelmann $590, Virotyp $400, Red Mignon $1050, and American Visible $740. 
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Online 


& Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


Happy New Year one and all and may 2006 be the year you 
find that overlooked S&G tucked in a corner in your local thrift 
shop with a $25 price tag on it. Just don’t throw out your back 
as you scoop it up and race to the cash register. 


Generally speaking, 2005 was a pretty good year for collectors, 
using eBay as a guide. The Breker Auction in November, 
featuring live bidding on eBay, produced some memorable 
moments. In particular, a Fitch closed at $17,586 USD and a 
Kosmopolit closed at $145,241 USD with an astonishing 51 
bids. Now that’s an auction. 

(Ed. note: The differences in the price quotes here and in the 
Overseas News column on the previous page are due to the 
buyer's premium charged-at the Breker auction.) 


Results of other typewriter auctions on eBay for the period. 
from late November 2005 through mid January. 2006 are as 


follows: 

‘@e baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 
PHO. ccs sccdleenn nes Seem ete sss tens we nhs $17,586 
RR COGUMMIIGRENY eed over ecg wl whine: ee here 15,241 
Pearl INGEN «cca as o8ns sae Hews ss sda fee 4,639 
Sun index (dophone) ra s.cn 3s se Seite Sakis ess 2,931 
Lilput Model & sa sms ccks cite ects sccntnes 1,759 
WHS seca Sie caeeee este wes shee aawee 1,172 
RranklinD 22.2 fe dh eth sh ee km cies 1,103 
New Eranklitts: ‘so..24. sedes eres Oks. onceens 1,100 
POG. .c ca ndeh Saar wn eee aecageanse Se - 832 
PYOWKGH FVDO Tos. cc case Keaises Coe ecb eden 823 
Mists, TO. ios ees cinstwu scan backnnnens 821 
Sun Index (missing platen, poor/fair).......... 816 
PROGIOS 6 oics o See tienes Sow ke beens Hee kaa es 810 
LEAFED occa dombes on ae Chee casa ves teas 729 
POY SOS G 6.cing oe cow hoes ao te tied mos Rus 725 
Meise a cseuepiei ae beans + Hib ey wee 678 
CGS. Gtr weyers Mee bec ee teeet Ge 645 
NONI 5 cc decd eden ae td pee eke Shas oa dun we 645 
RI cine a aces doe oe ow oe en ks cin des 611 
Wihems eo 3 oh os cotta ose Sek eaeee 595 
OGGES sce ncksha Ves acagasaun ong sta ce es ee 562 
Hammond, curved keyboard................. 553 
Henes-RIMMSE fcc Peek teaa san be ceisew an cd’ 469 
ROE Fc ckw de ocd bore hoe nec aexeeuews 468 
LANE. LS aa Met eco bielae Sen kaa oes 458 
POSH 35.5 once aera is Sees ae aha es eee ease 446 
PCHVG ls ctuiacuee Ae ewer oor eee we is ae eae 437 
UE a hansinc a eras eens Bmnietne noms eee ete 410 
GINS 2 icimwas cede hes ee were neta ine Ree 386 





by Jann Dorothy 

_ Hammond, curved keyboard.................. . 385 
RY POs bk oo osc eed we eT ce Mees San ew 352 
WEARHATEAR IAG «cic nsx. Reo ogee oe eee Saleen 328 
Hammond, curved aang arr shorn . ...309 
Bartholomew (pane wsses OUD 
Caligraph 3 . «, 305 
EVEN roe ci cn Seas eet os co iat aaa oo aiciss IO es ive pemawee 304 
Caligraph 2 . .- 293 
oe RR oe oe a) - 285 
Rem Blick SE ASS aia Oe Nec cia bes es act nase LOS 
BROVAEPORIGOIS 355. chins scat eeiNe a lema Sa Yisikescmaa es 20d 
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As I noted in the last issue of Typex, there has been a 
noticeable softening in realized prices in typewriter auctions. on 
eBay. That’s certainly reflected in the results reported here. | 
generally have enough results to fill these two columns and | 
typically don’t report prices under $200. But as you can see; the 
number and value of machines-for this period-have declined. 


The machines noted above with an asterisk were all near-mini 
machines offered by the same seller. This particular seller 
seems to-have an endless supply of near-mint portables and he 
commands premium prices for them. I never thought Pd see-the 
day that a common Royal portable circa 1930 or a Corona 3 
would fetch more than a Virotyp, an Odell, a Yost and a couple 
of Blicks. Such is the state of the market these days. 


It’s speculation on my part, but I think twe factors are at work 
here. One is that some new and younger collectors are 
appearing whose interest is in typewriters they can use. Thus 
there’s greater demand bidding prices up on- what are very 
common: and not highly valued machines among experienced 
collectors. 


Secondly, one of the things that has led to a price decline 
among other machines —say, a Lambert, for example — is- less 
demand among experienced collectors, who already have one 
or two. Just a few years ago, the trading range for Lamberts 
was generally $900 to $1100.Now we're seeing them fetch 
$400 to $600. There are a number of machines where we see 
the same thing. Like everything else, it’s supply and demand. 

* Sold by Vintage Typewriter Shoppe, an eBay store. 
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Women Need Not Apply 


William R. Fox was a sexist--- 
By Michael A. Brown 


Some few years ago while searching old 
newspapers at my local library | came across 
a real "gem." It was a story that had appeared 
in Office Appliances magazine and was dated 
September 1907. 


Actually it was an interview and visit to the 
Fox typewriter factory located in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. The writer, Westley A. 
Stanger titled his piece "The Making of the 
Fox." 


Stanger said that almost every person was 
familiar (1907) with the [Fox] Typewriter. 

He noted that demand for typewriters is 
increasing [Ed. note: by Sept. 1907 the 
success of the typewriter was pretty much 
assured.] 


Stanger also pointed out that while Fox 
was one of the later machines to be 
introduced to the market, it was quickly 
perfected and was evenly footed with its 
competitors. 


One thing that was different about the Fox 
enterprise was that it was a "local" product 
based in Grand Rapids, Mich. It was generally 
marketed from that place. Yes, there were 
salesmen and agents in various towns and 
locations...but no major branches in the major 
cities like New York, Chicago, and Los 
Angeles. 


This set them apart from many of their 
contemporaries. Anyway, we learn from the 
writer that the large Fox factory was well 
organized and filled four stories. Supposedly 
it took one hour's time, walking at a fast pace, 
to tour the entire operation. 





A PUNCH PRESS BATTERY. 








We further learn that Mr. Fox's office was 
located on the 1* Floor, while on the 2™ floor 
Mr. C. B. Hamilton headed up the sales 
department. 





Cc. B. HAMILTON. 
Secretary. 


One needs to understand that W.R. Fox 
was quite the inventor. He patented and 
manufactured quite a number of items other 
than typewriters. We learned about his 
bicycles in Typex Vol. 13, Issue 4, dated 
November 2002. 

I've also seen patents for a mitre box, 
bicycle tubing cutter, bicycle bearing and hub, 
quill cutter, sash cord guide, wood trim, and 
more. 


Furthermore, he invented many more 
machines used in the making of the 
typewriters bearing his name. For example, a 
rivet-making machine, and a shaping machine. 
He also employed his own drafting room, 
foundry and automatic screw-making 
machines, which were capable of turning out 
20,000 perfect screws per day. 


Stanger tells us that any parts that were not 
made in the foundry or screw department were 
turned out in the punch press department. 


The punch presses are interesting 
machines, for they perform wonderful feats. 
Dies are made for various parts of the 
machine and with pressure they are stamped 
out of drawn steel and shaped as desired. 


The dies for these machines aione 
necessitate the employment of a large force of 
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men who work continually on_ their 
manufacture, and the cost is very heavy. 


Small dies that are used in making very 
small parts often cost as high as $300 yet with 
them it is possible to turn out unlimited 
numbers of perfect parts, all exactly alike and 
absolutely interchangeable. 


As if this were not enough, the writer goes 
on to teli us that one of the most critical parts 
of the machine, the typebar and slug, were 
also made right at the Fox factory. 


The real "kicker" comes right at the end of 
the three-page article with the sub-titie: 


"NO WOMEN EMPLOYED" 


it says that not a woman is employed 
outside the offices. Every piece of work that 
goes into a Fox typewriter is done by a man, 
and- the principle of the firm is to eliminate 
female labor from the manufacturing 
department absolutely. 


The manner in which the idea had worked 
here is proof that the factory can be operated 
this way with less expense and more 
satisfactorily than if women were employed. 
In a great many factories women are put at the 
more simple tasks of manufacture, but here 
not one woman is employed. 


The article states that years of experience 
have taught that they [women] are not 
necessary to the production of a good 
typewriter and so long as this rule holds true, 
the Fox will remain a man-made machine. 


While all this may be true, it seems ironic to 
me that apparently Mr. Fox had no trouble 
exploiting the beautiful women models that he 
used in his various ads. (See cover page and 
next column.) 


Attention: Breaking News! Just as we go to 
press, much more information about W.R. Fox 
and his company has been forwarded to our 
desk! Look ahead to the next issue for more 
exciting details regarding this story. 
<><><><><><><><> <>< >< >< >< ><> <>< >< >< 
TRIVIA: Mr. Fox was very involved with two men 
in his career. Ironically one was named Williams 
and one named Oliver, but neither were the ones 
that we think of. 
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THE BOOKLOVERS MAGAZINE ADVERTISER 


ANS wee EY: > ; ad 
THE F TYPEWRITER 


The Recollection of Quality Remains 
Long Alter the Price 1s Forgotten. . - 


The Fox i met ted a“quality” 
machine. Being co ratively new ,in order to 
sell it, we had to ees more equality Sor F100. 66 than 
others then better kno’ 

The proof of this is | the fact that the Fox 
has been selected in competitive tests by some 
of the largest and most cautious typewriter 
buyers in this country. 


DURABILITY 


On account of its perfected, superior, and 
simple mechanical a a Fox will 
outlast any other type 

It costs practically 1 bie to keep it in 
rfect order, a very important feature 
vajoyediby the Fox alone. 


Dealers Wanted 
There are finé money-making oppo: orlunities 
for dealers who w ish to handie the ** successful 
Fox ” in territories now unoccupied. ne Fox 
is easy to sell and always gives patintae, tion. 
Write us for our attractiv ‘© proposition 


OUR FREE TRIAL PLAN 
Any responsible person can try a Fox 
Typewriter ten days to test its merits or to 
compare it with others. 
Old machines taker = Log bas anit and casy terme giren. 
ite for Catatoy 
THE FOX TYPEWRITER COMPANY, LTD. 
Execulive Office and Factory, 745 Front Street, 
APIDS, MICHIG. 











W:. R. FOX 


President 
FOX TYPEWRITER COMPANY 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Above: Picture of W.R. Fox found in Office Appliances magazine and dated September 1907. 

Below: Picture of the Fox Typewriter-Bicycle-Tool- and Fitting factory. Date and source unknown. 
This factory is believed to be the one that was located (no longer there) in the 600 block of 
Front St., in Grand Rapids, Mich. but more about that in the next issue. 
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iF NOT DELIVERED 
RETURN IN FIVE DAYS 
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THE FOX Adjustable Copy Holder 


WILL FIT ANY 
TYPEWRITER 





PRICE, $2.00 


err ‘Express Prepaid) 
ADJUSTABLE TO P 


ANY POSITION SENT ON 
; APPROVAL FOR 
GREATEST AID 
ee a ol TEN DAYS 
WRITING SUBJECT TO 


RETURN at our 
EXPENSE IF NOT 
SATISFACTORY 


Mention MAKE of 
MACHINE when 
ORDERING 





: — eee 


THE FOX TYPEWRITER CO, GRAND_RAPIDS, MICH. 


soe Pte POX (NO, €222 


Combines THE POPULAR UNIVERSAL (single) KEYBOARD of the Shife Key Machines with the NON- 
SHIFTING, NON-TILTING CARRIAGE of the Double Case Machines. 


SHORTEST SIMPLE 
KEY DIP Consiruction 
EASIEST DURABLE 
ACTION In Every Part 
STILLEST COMPLETE 
brit 





THE PRICE WILL ALSO INTEREST YOU, GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 
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Bringing an Odell Back 


to Life 


By Lynda Beckler 


Part One: “Oops...frustration...and the screw- 
eating crack in the floor” 


The Odell was complete, in its original box, 
and at the low price of $147.50, | couldn't 
resist. It was covered with rust, in a couple of 
places, penetrating the flaking remains of the 
nickel plating, making nasty pits in the cast 
iron. 


~y 
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| can see beyond rust — there’s a beautiful 


machine lurking in there and I’m going to 
liberate it. 


| took it into my shop, cleared about 12 square 
inches on my workbench and proceeded to 
take it apart. | spent the next month carefully 
removing the rust. Naval jelly, emery paper, 
Dremel! brushes, rubbing compound and finally 
a buffing with jewelers rouge. Most of the 
plating was gone by this time, only a few 
molecules of nickel remained in the heavily- 
embossed surface. And there was not a 
speck of rust on the whole machine. 


| had purchased a new “Plug N’ Plate” from 
Caswell. It was still in the box. | read the 
instructions, followed them to a “T” and 
watched in horror as new rust formed where 
there had been only clean metal. | sent an e- 
mail to Caswell: “This #&@%-ing thing 
doesn’t work!!” Caswell put me through the 
trouble-shooting paces — plate a piece of 
copper pipe (I just happened to have one lying 
around but nothing happened), plate a spoon 








(again nothing, and no, it wasn’t a plastic 
spoon), plate a nail (nothing), try sticking both 
electrodes in the solution and see if bubbles 
appear (nothing). | tested the outlet (it was 
live) and finally | turned the voltage tester on 
the plater unit. Dead as a doornail. Caswell 
agreed to mail me a new one. 


When the new electro-plater arrived, | scurried 
back into the shop to try it out. As | clawed 
open the box, my elbow bumped the 
workbench and a tiny little Odell screw rolled 
off the edge of the table, onto the floor, and 
into a crack in the cement. 


You know how the size of a crack is 
demonstrated in the do-it-yourself home- 
improvement books? With a dime placed 
across the crack? Well, here’s what | was 
dealing with: 





As | have done so many times before, | fished 
the screw out of the crack with a high-powered 
magnet and resolved that would be the last — 
the very LAST screw to fall into the abyss. 


Part two... Lynda’s New Workshop 


The prime objective of course, was to 
eliminate the crack in the floor. The crack 
was caused by the roots from my neighbor's 
oak tree. That tree has been growing steadily 
for about 200 years. | can jack-hammer the 
floor, chop off the offending root, and the tree 
will just grow another one. 


| decided the most economical solution would 
be to simply raise the level of the floor to cover 
the crack. After several trips to Home Depot, | 
had succeeded in building a reasonably level 
grid of pressure-treated 2x4 lumber. Then | 
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salvaged from an old cabinet | had built some 
30 years ago. 


After muscling the two workbenches back into 
place on their new elevated platform, | stood 
back to admire my work and my eyes fixed on 
the old window. The one with B-B holes in the 
glass, mullions held in place by cobwebs. 
That has to go. And | can put in a window air 
conditioner while I’m at it! 


Next, it seemed like a good idea to enclose 
the workshop area and separate it from the 
rest of the garage where the lawn mower, 
ladders, fertilizers and other junk reside, along 
with a family of black widows. All | need is a 
wall — piece of cake! 





covered the grid with %” plywood, much of it 





better go back to Home Depot © 









Back to Home Depot for another truckload of 
2x4’s, some lag bolts, a few pieces of 
sheetrock, fiberglass insulation, a couple of 
bug-bombs for the black widows and a new 
electric drill. 


*“Ahem....June Cleaver butting in 
here...._ ls anyone wondering why Lynda 

needs to buy a new drill after doing all 
this work? Did she wear out 

the old one? Oh, noooooooo! Lynda 
did something really stupid as she was 

nailing down the last piece of plywood 
subfloor. In 500-or-so years, when the 

archaeologists dig up what is now 

central Stockton, they are going to find 

something really puzzling...an ancient 

General Electric drill complete with a 

set of bits and chuck key buried 

under the floorboards. ** 


June is quite right. | DID bury some tools. 


| almost made another mistake. Halfway 
through the erection of the new wall, one word 
popped into my head: DOOR. Oh, yeah, | 
guess | need a door in this wall! | guess I’d 


It was at this point, | decided to make yet 
another change in plans. You can see the 
tangled mess of extension cords in the photo 
of the window. Everything in the room was 
running off extension cords plugged into one 
15-amp circuit. When | ran the miter saw, the 
lights went out. When | plugged in the new air 
conditioner, the breaker tripped. 








| called in an electrician. Because the walls 


were still open and everything was easily 
accessible, | was able to get a new 20-amp 
circuit and a second 15-amp, five new outlets 
and a wall switch for the whopping sum of 
$60. (Of course, | still use a few extension 
cords, like the power strip mounted on the side 
of the workbench, but it’s a BIG improvement!) 


Now for the hard part — the ceiling. 


| once hung a sheetrock ceiling single-handed 
— simply because someone told me | 
COULDN'T do it. | proved my point, hurt 
myself, and | swore | would never do it again. 
But | couldn’t stand the sight of the open 
rafters. | went to Home Depot again, just to 
browse around. 











| came home with another truckload of 
fiberglass insulation and some 1x6” tongue- 
and-groove pine boards. This is FUN! Like 
putting a jig-saw puzzle together!! 


And here is the finished workshop!! 


Sc 
Pp °Me rr, 





That red object just to the left of the Scryption 
poster (thank you, Mike Brown!) is my new 
bench-top sandbliaster. (if anyone is planning 
to buy one of these, throw away the air hose 
clips that come with the unit. They are utterly 
useless. Head for the hardware store and buy 
two of the OLD style hose clamps — the 
circular sheet-metal kind with the screw for 
tightening.) 


The Odell is once again free of rust. And by 
the way, the replacement Plug N’ Plate 
doesn’t work, either, so a new plan for 
replating is being hatched. So far, this little 
restoration has cost just a bit over $3,000. 


Tune in next issue for an update.......... 
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“Bar-Lock”’ 





FIRST IN RANK. . . . His Majesty the King uses in the Royal 

| aeeereecireaiaa earner aatee Palaces 5 times as | 
many Bar-Locks as 

‘ all other makes com- 

bined. 





FIRST IN PEACE, , , TheGeneral PostOffice use 4 times as many 
- Bar-Locks as all 


other makes com- 
bined. 





FIRST IN WAR, .’. . The Navy and Army use twice as many 
Bar-Locks as all 
other makes com- 


bined. 
FIRST IN CITIES. . . . The three largest le 3 times as many 





a 


porations: — London, |Bar-Locks as _ all 
Glasgow, Liverpool -]other makes com- 
bined. 


E29 


FIRST IN INSURANCE. The three largest In- 

snes Compt lase 8 tines as many 
cashire,The Liverpool, } 1" “O85, #58 
London and Globe, sad makes com- 
The Mutual Life of| "°° 

New York - - . -, 








mercial Companies :— a 
1 Comp usc 9 times as many 


> \Bar-Locks as all 
Co., Messrs. A. Guin->oiner makes com- 


ness, Sons & Co., Ltd., |; : 
Messrs. Lever "Bros., bined. 


| 
| 
Lids =9-5= + = = 
| 
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FIRST IN COMMERCE, The three large Com- 
‘The Eastern a 








‘‘The Wise Man Profits by the Experience of others.’’ 





IS IT GOOD COMMON SENSE ¢0 go on buying old style, hidden-writing, non- 
automatic typewriters, after seeing the results recorded above? It costs you nothing to 
make atrial, Why nat investigate our claims that the new Royal Bar-Lock will 
do more work in a given time, and do it better, than any other typewriter ? 





FIRST IN WAR 


Ex Winsor magazine 1901 Sent in by Nick Fisher, UK 


| A LIBERAL ALLOWANCE FOR OLD MACHINES OF OTHER MAKES. 








Typewriter Journal & Office Systems dated February 1905 


INQUIRIES. 


B TO OFFICE SPECIALTY 


MANUFACTURERS. 


We have just received a letter from Mr. 
Jno. B. Yauger, of 207 Main street, Houston, 
Tex., in which he says: ‘‘If you know of any- 
one who has anything strictly good to sell in 
office appliances, put me next and very much 
oblige. I have a good location and want a 
good line of office specialties." 

Govern yourselves accordingly. 

2#2e 


LOOSE LEAF LEDGERS. 


The following is from a letter of Stott & 
Hoare, Sidney, N. S. W.. Australia. Manu- 
facturers will doubtless be interested. 

“While writing, we might state that we 
are specially interested in loose leaf ledgers 
and the indexing system. The weak spot in 
the loose leaf is that it is possible for one to 
get astray or get destroyed. Tf something 
could be invented or brought to the front 
which will cover the above, there is a wide 


@ business open for the loose leaf. We have 


used the eondensed system for writing our 
day book and invoice, for seme vears. It 
has answered admirably, and we have never 
had any difficulty IV losing leaves. But it 
is a point that is brought up against the 
universal adoption of this system for billing 
and invoieing. 

“Tf you know of anyone coming to Aus- 
tralia at any time, we shall be vlad to see 
them, with a letter of introduction from your 
good self. 

Heartily wishing you every success, and be- 
heving vou have.a wide avenue.”’ 

& ke & 
LETTER COPY PRESSES. 

Emerson W. Priee. Lima, ©.. wants ad- 
dresses of manufacturers of letter copy press- 
ex. The coneern who ean arrange with Mr. 
Price to handle this product in his section of 
Ohio ean consider themselves fortunate. Please 
credit the JouRNAL. 

&2@ 

Our advertisers represent the most alert 
und enterprising producers in the office appl 
ance trades. You will profit by using ther 


FREE ADVERTISEMENTS TO ALL OUR 
SUBSCRIBERS. 


The subscription price of The Typewriter Journal and Office 
Systems is $1, Domestic; $1.25 to foreign countries, 


PREG WANTED, POR SALE AND EXCHANGE 
ADVERTISENENTS, 
received from subscribers, for publication each month on the 
following conditions: 
Advertisements must not exceed 21 words, including the 
address. 25¢. for every additional seven words. 
The Editor retains the right to exclude any advertisement. 





WANTED.—FEnergetic young man with 
some cash, to handle standard machine in 
western State. Money-making proposition 
and fine opening. Address: TYPEWRITER, 
care TYPEWRITER JOURNAL. ' 


WANTED.—A typewriter repair man, one 
who understands all machines and who is an 
expert on the Underwood, for western town. 
mention experience. Address: GOOD FIND. 
care TYPEWRITER JOURNAL. 


EXPERIENCED TYPEWRITER MEN 
residing in New England cities wanted, as dis- 
trict representatives of a thoroughly first-class 
typewriter. THORP & MARTIN CO... Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

INSIDE TYPEWRITER SALESMAN and 
office man wanted: state age. experience, and 
references. THORPE & MARTIN CO., Bos- 


ton, Mass. 


WANTED—Address of manufacturer of 
typewriter type. CENTRAL TYPEWRITER 
C’O.. 12 Yonge street Areade. Toronto, Ont. 


TYPEWRITER REPAIRERWANTED.— 
First-class man. for Remington -and other 
leading machines. THORPE & MARTIN CO., 
Boston, Mass. 


WANTED.—One hundred up-to-date type. 
writer salesmen for New York City and State 
Address: Ro PARKER DRAKE. 209 Broad. 
way, WY. 


WANTED.—Salesman, who understand re 
pairs, and speaks Spanish. Good salary to 
right- party. AMERICAN BOOK PRINT- 
ING CO., 12 First San Franeiseo street, City 
of Mexieo, Mex. 


WANTED.—Reliable typewriter salesmen 
as dealers for standard typewriter in Colum 
bus. Toledo and Cineinnati, Ohio, and Provi 
dence, R. |. Address OPPORTUNITY, care 


gooda. 674 TYPrewrRITER TRADE JOURNAL, 





What folks are saying 
about the John Newton 
Williams book... 


Your book has _ arrived. Many 
congratulations for your work in the past 
years. [You] have a great passion for 
antique typewriters...! Ettore Poccetti, italy 

Even for the  photo-receptively 
challenged the text is marvelous! Jay 
Williams, WA 

This book is super fun and absolutely 
fascinating for us collectors. Every section 
had things about the Williams history that | 
did not know, and am glad | now know. 
Mike has done a terrific job, and | highly 
recommend the book. Peter Weil, DE 

Yesterday | received your Williams book. 
Words cannot describe how great | consider 
the research work you have done to bring all 
this history to the collector's world! Top job! 
Thomas Fuertig, Germany 

I'd like to recommend Mike's book 
personally. He has uncovered a treasure 
trove of material on Williams, and he not 
only summarizes the facts for us, but 
provides a great collection of documents 
and photos. Williams tums out to have 





From Around the Network 


What can | say that everyone else hasn't already said about Typex? Hmmm, 
how about “Outstandingly compiled, researched and edited!" Not to mention 
your great contributors!. Robert Nelson, CA 


| just got the most recent Typewriter Exchange, thanks Mike! Great paper! 
Ben Pimentel, MD 


Keep up the good work, Mike. Jan Beck, WA 
Many congratulations, Ettore Poccettl, Italy 


| don't want to miss an issue [Typex]. You do such a terrific job. Efleen Cain, 
OR 


Thanks for the expanded on the collectors gathering in Charieston. 
It was great fun to be there and I only wish more folks could have joined us to 
see Peter Weil's S & G and Herman Price's white Moby Blick, to say nothing 
of meeting the amazing Jay Williams. Lin Lewis did a fabulous job of hosting 
this event [and ail who were present thank her]. 

| hope more people can make the next one. Thanks for another year of 
Typex. Jann Dorothy, CA 


<><><><><> 


<P> SP mPa CS CS CSCI CSCI CISC 


cf 


been a very resourceful and interesting Be 


person. Richard Polit, OH 

Thanks, | will send you a check for the 
book. Angie Jimenez, TX 

| want to buy a copy of the new book: 
John Newton Williams...The Untold Story. 
Larry Wilhelm, TX 

The amount of work that went into 
making this book is very obvious and 


incredible. The price it is selling at is a J 


REAL bargain. | enjoyed it a lot and would 
recommend it to all. Tony Casillo, NY 

Yes, | loved the Williams book. Good 
that you added copies of all the material you 
found. It is just great to browse through all 
that! Paul Robert, The Netherlands 

I'l send a check! 20 years? Williams 
does sound like an interesting guy—horse 
racing, typewriters, motorcycles, and 
aircraft. AND 
a long life. James Chiles, MN 

There is a real shortage of books that 
focus on the life and times of typewriter 
inventors and you have chosen one of the 
greats. Mind you that the Typewriter 
Exchange newsletter has done wonderful 
work in ifluminating the lives of some other 
notable typewriter inventors and I'm grateful 
for that. 
Martin Howard, Canada 


<><><><o<><><><><><><> 
Welcome New Members 

Jay Williams, WA 

Marty Rice, PA 
<><><><><><><><><><><> 
Two corrections from last issue: 
Checks for Etcetera should be made 
payable to Herman Price, not Etcetera. 
Curt Scaglione's correct e-mail address 
is: Mystaplers@yahoo.com 








adult 


to advertise your business call 215-563-1234 


Philadelphis Weekly 
Dated: Aug.10-16, 
2005 


Dhitadainhin weekly 
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Explanation on page 680 








Cover photos by Pam McVeigh. Two great color pictures of the old Fox factory (later 

R. C. Allen) as it looks today, 678 Front Ave. NW, Grand Rapids, MI (2006). Above is a 

front view and below is a rear view (from the riverside) of the building. Pam tells us 

that it is now called the Riverside Center, and houses the Internal Revenue Service, 
along with other professional offices. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

Thanks for joining us— 

This issue continues with W.R. Fox, his factories 
and his story. | thank former longtime collector 
and subscriber Pam McVeigh for sending me her 
entire Fox file. As many of you may remember, 
Pam lives in Grand Rapids, Michigan, which was 
home to the Fox enterprise for many years. 

After the February ‘06 issue was mailed | 
Received a nice lengthy letter from newer 
Subscriber Marty Rice who presented another 
explanation asto why W.R. Fox may not have 
been a sexist Excerpts from his letter appear in 
this issue. 

Rob Blickensderfer sent in a picture of the old Blickensderfer factory in 
Stamford, Conn., which is now the new home to Virgin Atlantic Airways. 

Due to a space problem Lynda Beckler's Odell restoration story, which was 
written about in the last issue, will continue in the next (August) issue. 

Jann Dorothy tells me that eBay has been very active lately. 
Thank you as always to all our subscribers, writers, and contributors. 


News from Overseas: by Les Owen, England 


Keen eBay watchers will see the continued growing interest from 
European buyers of typewriters, many of them new collectors. 

While eBay and the Internet in general, may well be the catalysts for 
this, the collectors’ clubs in Europe are very active in promoting public 
interest in typewriters and other office products. 


ANCMECA , the French Association Nationale des Collectionneurs de 
Machines a écrire et A Calculer Mecaniques, organised an Exhibition of 
Typewriters and Calculators which ran throughout March into April in 
Montmorillon, a town called the “City of Writing”. 

Starting from February and continuing until May, the other French 
collectors’ club, L’Association Lorraine des Collectioneurs de Machines 
de Bureau, in association with the Frederic Japy Museum (Beaucourt), 
staged a huge public exhibition. Japy was a famous French typewriter 
manufacturer, and while the event was concemed principally with the 
Japy product line from the early years, many other manufacturers 
machines were on show. Both events were widely reported in the press 
and received many visitors. 


Late in 2005, the Typewriter Museum in Wattens, Austria organized a 
“langer Nacht” — a “long night.” The special topic for this was “what 
happens after striking a (typewriter) key in order to print a letter on 
paper?” Almost 100 people took the opportunity to visit the museum with 
buses being provided every 20 minutes to carry them there. Many of the 
visitors were youngsters, who were able to have “hands on” experience 
of the vintage machines. 

Similar events regularly take place at the Henry Nixdorf Museum in 
Paderborn Germany, the Technical Museum in Vienna and the Peter 
Mitterhofer Museum in Italy. 


At the beginning of May, at a meeting in Copenhagen, Denmark, a 
new association is to be set up — the “International Rasmus Malling 
Hansen Association.” An online magazine in English is to be created. 
The main object of the association is to “research and make public all 
documents and information about the inventor.” | will try to publish the 
web site address in the next issue. 


- As ever, if anyone will be traveling to Europe and in need of some 
information about typewriter activity, | will be glad to help. Please contact 
me at my e-mail address: lo@landbee.demon.co.uk 
DL de) el) ee) ed ee) 
ACTUAL NEWSPAPER HEADLINES: Eve drops off shelf—---Teacher 
strikes idle kids——-Enraged cow injures farmer with ax--—-Miners refuse 
to work after death---- Typhoon rips through cemetery, hundreds dead! 
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Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet by Jann Dorothy 


As I noted in the last issue of Typex, there has been some softening of prices overall in the past year or 
so and fewer collectible machines overall. Perhaps it was just slow around the holidays because the first 
quarter of the New Year saw things take off again. Prices are still lower than a few years past, but the 
number of typewriters offered was quite plentiful. The auction results listed below are for the period 
January through mid-April 2006 and reflect U.S. auctions only. 


Baywatch... recent eBay auction highlights. 


Edison Mimeopranlt i... 0... s0-ec0esss $8,700 Pravin 7 SN UZ6G2 535 deed lek dened as 566 
Crandall New Model .................. 8,309 Weltolick BUCK) occ: cots rote cere. 538 
Keaton Music typewriter ................ 5,100 Rofa 4 SN 21364........... verre errr. 526 
Williams | straight keyboard............. 3,394 DIG Do 0d ocndnou Seedlon> attecnwigles 516 
CHANMIOR 6 5.050% Sem wow ow xe wee ees aks 3,138 Remington 3B very good................ 510 
Bar-Lock 6 (John Lewis restored)......... 1,585 Hammond 12 curved keyboard w/ case. ..... 500 
L@Mbert SIENCHOM  wiiiee.s,5 o10 ats, oro. sete 2% 1,452 Merritt si ccc 55205 ee POR et Fate Ss 468 
Williams | straight keyboard............. 1,300 Merritt SN 4006 fat’. oo cece cceessadeaes 465 
Elliott Hatch bookwriter................ 1,125 CS STMATUS corte carne rc ie ena ol eter 462 
Odell? SN 306322 dsc sd oso: Sayan eee ais 1,299 LOR TARE os, 5, ree sas in aoe ox 0 <0% 458 
» Bartholomew Stenograph................ 1,081 Pere TOPs 665 ce $09 V's w0's's,t eae 456 
Postal: «2.s,. 5 aeee es Me Pee oe Pee 1,026 Hammond Multiplex ..................... 430 
Smith Premier 1 w/ case SN 18845......... 969 WE «0d wnelen ue pace dew sealant See set 416 
WRU in it eds ti ajajrn dk oak Se hw So Sere an 940 Blick 6 w/ case, three typewheels .......... 414 
Lambert SN4000'S 22. #25.nwuess ditnine 2s 913 Noiseless (office model) .................: 407 
POS oo che ea aes os Shoes eee es 901 Back 5, CreQimen, «3. 2nat anes oe cee Cenk 384 
Peoples CHAMBION x. 6.5 ue bss ak csdiea ca’ 870 CRORE Soa as sbeebs «ivi des 378 
Smith Premier 2 linotype keyboard ......... 837 Mics INI HOGK. 6 Sia ares 6s bo wRe OO 370 
Franklin Type IT SN 2080. .............00. 823 eM aoc ce Paes eee UNe sere w4 tb exe 355 
Peoples SN406 5 Soc 055 Fi otwovesbussccs 810 CMGI BOOP soo xo ok Jaen SR ook cs he BX nan 355 
PIM ONEINUED o50 5 ad oe te a ise se Be wk ee 796 WIRE Oh Fecteien cw ee edt en 350 
MAPS ani sdcaceecnd 1 Vag seen bee os Sse 785 Hammond | curved keyboard for parts...... 309 
PORES iin <d:na omens cuaancnasas 769 Words «..% dns sks ee MRE eee. Ee 306 
ROUNE Beg o is. cpl wes Neen datos oe 6m 726 Ametichn TCS 3c. 2 thie ule ages acces 305 
Remington Secretarial w/ leather case ....... 723 
OCCU A ca ee nba e +, osc PRR 696 Further results were too numerous to include here. 
penlagred Ae Sh twa AA aR aaa y dynos pa A note to those of you who are active as buyers on 
Anfoe Student (Bing) ................... 657 sigs dic wagmmeeti x hiatal oneness 
Chicago 2000S, gor Many sellers have caught on to the fact that eBay 
Cates. a ce ea cee 623 gets no cut on shipping, only on the item sales 
Bee (Carissima).................e000- 621 price. Sellers are starting bids very low (99 cents 
MOUS, 5 2.0) dah cep Seamer wutheeasd 610 for a Corona 3 recently) but increasing 
Williaa. 4.0 ote s,.ce neces eee 595 shipping/handling fees way beyond actual cost. 
Fram 4s kasw Send sa he> oer tba ci 585 Watch out. 
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UNION LEADER, Manchester, NH 
September 27, 2005. Sent in by David Proper 


Christy Brown's Typewriter 
May Fetch EU20,000 at 


sae iies asa ose Researchers deciphering 


keyboard clickety-clack 


BERKELEY, Calif. (AP) — If “ 
spyware and key-logging soft- If Wwe were able 
ware weren’t a big enough to figure. this out, 
its likely that 


threat to privacy, researchers 
have figured out a way to 

people with less 
honorable 


Nov. 16 (Bloomberg) -- A typewriter used by Christy ; 
Brown, the Irish writer whose struggle with cerebral | . 
palsy is told in the Oscar-winning movie *~ My Left 
Foot,” may sell for 20,000 euros ($23,400) when 
auctioned in Dublin tomorrow, said Arts Trust 

Ireland, which is holding the sale. 


It's the first typewriter known to have been used by 
Brown and was donated by a former housekeeper, 
said Nathaly de Mey, a spokeswoman for the trust. 


eavesdrop on your computer 
simply by listening to the 
clicks and clacks of the key- 














board. ° . 
Brown was born in 1932 in Dublin with cerebral Those seemingly random intentions can 
palsy, a brain disorder that left him unable to speak noises, when processed by a and have — as 
and paralyzed in every limb except for his left foot. computer, were translated with IL” 
He used that foot to communicate with his family by up to 96 percent accuracy, we 
picking up a piece of chalk and writing with it. Brown according to researchers at the DOUG TYGAR 
went on to paint and to write poetry and an University of California-Berke- UC-Berkeley 
autobiography. He died in 1981. ley. 


The 1989 film, which marked director Jim Sheridan's 


debut, earned Daniel Day-Lewis an Oscar for his 


portrayal of Brown, and another for Brenda Fricker, 


the Irish actress who played his mother. 


Arts Trust Ireland will also auction unpublished 
poetry that Brown wrote on the typewriter. It will 
use the funds raised to create a retreat for artists 


in south-west Ireland. 





PEARS ENCYCLOPEDIA 1903 
Sent in by Nick Fisher, England 


TYPEWRITERS were invented about 1866, the frst 
important one being the Kemington, invented by 
C. L. Sholes of Milwaukee, U.S.A. In some kinds, 
eg. the Remington, Hammond, English, etc, there 
is not a key for every character, unusual characters 
having special knobs; but in others, e.g. the Yost, 
Smith Premier, and Caligraph, there is a separate 
key for every character that the machine can write. 
The important points are—(x) Bringing the type into 
lee the Remington, Yost, Caligraph, etc., having 

‘at the end of bars arranged circularly, and the 

Hammond, etc., having it on a wheel ; a inking it, 

by pad, as in the Yost, or by ribbon, as in the Smith 

Premier ; (3) impressing it; anc (4) spacing the lines 
and letters. 

There have been many curious and, beantiiul, 
machines constructed from timid te time to the order’ 
of various people, or for presentation, Perhaps the 
most elaborate typewriter ever produced was that 
made for the Czarina of Russia, by the Remington 
pesple. All parts of the machine ordinarily black 
were cnamelied blue, and those portions of the frame- 
york usually outlined in gold were inlaid with mother- 
ofpearl, The keys were of African ivory, and the 
bright parts of solid gold. A similar machine was 
——— on her wedding-day to the Duchess of 

ork; and another was recently made to order for 
the Khedivee! Egypt. Queen Victoria possessed an 
extremely elaborate typewriter. It was a ‘bar-lock, 


“It's a form of acoustical 
spying that should raise red 
flags among computer security 
and privacy experts,” said 
Doug Tygar, a Berkeley com- 
puter science professor and 
the study’s principal investiga- 
tor. 

Researchers used several 10- 
minute audio recordings of 
people typing away at their 
keyboards. They fed the re- 
cordings into a computer that 
used an algorithm to detect 
subtle differences in the sound 
as each letter is struck. 

On the first run, the com- 
puter had an accuracy of about 
60 percent for characters and 
20 percent for words, said Li 
Zhuang, a Berkeley graduate 


student and lead author of the 
study. After spelling and gram- 
mar checks were deployed, the 
accuracy for individual letters 
jumped to 70 percent and 
words to 50 percent. In the 
end, it could accurately detect 
96 percent of characters and 88 
percent of words. 

“If we were able to figure 
this out, it’s likely that people 
with less honorable intentions 
can — and have — as well,” 
Tygar said. 

The Berkeley research builds 
on the findings of an Interna- 
tional Business Machines 
Corp. study in which 80 per- 
cent of text was recovered from 
the sound of keyboard clicks. 





r Eooey Sayed. aonere throughout, and very beauti- 


fully cngraved, 


An extraordinarily curious machine was that made 
by the 'Hammond’ Company for Li Hung Chang. 





It was fitted with twenty sets of characters—eightecn 
hundred in all—each of which, as no dies weie avail- 
able, had to be engraved by hand. Apropos of this 
remarkable machine, its introductien into Pekin was 
promptly followed by the appearance in London of 
anenterprising Celestial bent upon forming acompany 
for placing typewriters on the Chinese market. 
According to this gentleman, it is quite possible to 
write the Chinese language, or at all events a sort of 
modified phonographic version of it, with as few as 
250 characters. . The machines he proposed to mant- 
facture, and for which he ecited there wouki be a 
ready sale in the Flowery Kingdom, were to have 
been about five times the width of an ordinary type- 
writer, and the sale price was to have been onc 
thousand pounds apiece. The English capitalists, 
however, failed to ‘bite,’ and China still does its 
» writing in the old-fashioned way. - 
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Maybe Fox Wasn't a Sexist--- 
Maybe He was a Moralist! 


The headline of the last Typex issue, 
"Women Need Not Apply: William R. Fox 
was a Sexist", was certainly provocative. 


And essentially, by today's 
standards, he was. 
However, _ fellow collector and 


subscriber Marty Rice, of Johnstown, Pa., 
wrote in with a different interpretation of 
the article. His pointe of view are well 
taken. 

Excerpts of his letter follow, and | 
thank him for bringing this to my 
attention. 

Marty Rice wrote: 

| offer a somewhat different 
interpretation of why he [Fox] may have 
banned women from the manufacturing 
floor of the factory. 

The prevalence and shrillness of 
feminist political correctness has, | 
believe, made us all too prone, and all too 
overly sensitive, to the charge of sexism 
whenever we see women treated merely 
differentially. Differential treatment is 
not, for that alone, bad, as I'm sure you 
realize. 

As your article points out, women 
were not barred from office work in the 
plant. One must also remember that 
Grand Rapids as it is now, was more 
southern, the center of Midwestern 
Calvinism, the seat of the Christian 
Reformed Church and the home of Calvin 
College, one of tne finest Evangelical 
colleges in the country. More than GO% 
of the school children in Grand Rapids 
attend private denominational schools. 
With this in mind, | see Fox-as advertising 
to his clientele that his workshop 
preserves the dignity and honor of the 
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fairer sex from the danger, drudgery and 
indignity of factory work. In short, he 
preserves their womanhood from the 
degradation of manual labor. The same 
period saw the rise of concerns over child 
labor and both dangerous and 
unscrupulous labor practices. Thus, | see 
Fox prohibition of women on the 
manufacturing floor in the same light. | 
see this as announcing to his customers 
his morality in the treatment of women 
(who, in other factory settings, were 
badly treated. Case in point: The Flatiron 
Building fire in New York of about the 
same period where doors were chained 
shut and workers burned to death.) 

Now, of course, | could be completely 
wrong in this estimation. | only ask you to 
consider which hypothesis--sexist or 
moralist--better comports with the 
historical setting of the time and the 
sensibilities of the era. Anachronism is 
too easily achieved when we attempt to 
impart motives to a past now out of 
reach. We read ourselves into the past, 
which is often a mistake. 


<>< ><> <<< Sos oc ose oS Se 


"THE EVENING PRESS" of 
Grand Rapids, MICHIGAN 


On the following pages the firet installment of 
11 newspaper clippings will appear. (The remainder 
will follow in the next Typex issue.) 

Pam McVeigh, of Grand Rapids, a long-time 
collector, and subscriber was kind enough to send 
me her entire Fox file, including these clippings. 
(She algo supplied me with pages 687-88. 

The clippings are dated beginning on Feb. 15, 
1902 and ending on July 21, 1934. 

These clippings give us great insight into the 
Fox Typewriter operation and have not been 
published previously, in any collector book or 
newsletter. 

Please stay tuned, as the last clipping is a 
real "killer." 











THE EVENING PRESS 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


February 15, 1902 
CAPITAL IN PART 


Already Pledged for the Fox 
Typewriter Company 


OLD WORLD CONTRACT 


Insured a Big Business for 
Several Years to Come 


About $50,000 of>Stock is Already, 
It is Claimed, Pledged or 
in Sight 


Prospects are very bright for the 
success of William R. Fox of the 
Fox Machine company in forming 
a stock company to take over the 
typewriter branch of his business, 
which is assuming so large propor- 
tions as to necessitate more ample 
facilities and larger capital than 


is now devoted to it. Mr. Fox 
has been working quietly ‘among 
the local capitalists to secure 


subscriptions of stock in a company 
capitalized at $150,000 and has 
already been successful in securing 
subscriptions to the extent of 
$20,000 from some of the most promi- 
nent capitalists in the city, 
definitely promised, and has $30,000 
more of the $75,000 that is necessary 
so clearly in sight that it can 
be counted on surely, it is thought. 
Now that this much has beén secured 
and the prestige given by the names 
of the men who are backing it, 
it is thought that the rest of 
the capital will come much easier 
and that the project which has 
been hanging fire for so long will 
finally be accomplished, 


The matter has come before the 
board of trade on several occasions, 
and the directorate of that body 
has given hearty approval to the 
pians of Mr. Fox, and has on several 
occasions endeavored to assist 
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“ty, has 


in raising capital for him. The 
securing of the big European contract 
for typewriters, of which mention 
was made in The Press some time 
ago, which is now an assured certain- 
helped Mr. Fox very much. 
This contract calls for a large 
number of typewriters for European 
delivery annually for five years, 
and the other business that is already 
coming in will tax the present capa- 
city of the plant to the utmost 
and may even necessitate the extension 
of the typewriter department at 
the expense of other departments 
of the factory until the extensions 
which will follow in the wake of 
the formation of the new company 
can be made. : 


This factory extension is one of 
the main purposes for which the 
increased capital is desired. Large 
typewriter manufacturers figure 
that an output of eight machines 
a day is the minimum product on 
which a profit can be made, the 
profits increasing thereafter, but 
Mr. Fox by the closest figuring 
of expense has been able to succeed 
thus far on an output of five machines 
daily, but with increased facilities 
enabling him to turn out the number 
of machines which the present condi- 


tions of his orders warrants the 
profits would begin to mount up 
immediately. 

Mr. Fox is not worrying about the 
patent litigation which has_ been 


started for the purpose of embarrass- 
ing him by two of the big typewriter 
concerns of the country, as his 
patents, he claims, have been very 
carefully drawn to avoid infringe- 
ments. It is an interesting fact 
in this connection that a number 
of the most important patents on 
typewriter devices will expire 
in the next two years, making them 
common property. 


Continued on page 683. 








The brick building in Stamford’s South End 
is the former headquarters of the 
Blickensderfer Typewriter Co. 


Contributed image 


Above: A terrific picture of the old Blickensderfer Factory located in Stamford, 
Conn. A recent article in Stamford's newspaper, "The Advocate," reported that the 
old factory will be the new home of Virgin Atlantic Airways. Rob Blickensderfer of 
Oregon sent this in, and we thank him. 


Below: Equally stunning are the two rare Fox Typewriter ribbon tins sent in by Hoby 
VanDeusen of Conn., and we thank him as well. 











THE EVENING PRESS 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


_ April 30, 1902 
MILLION OF STOCK 


The Fox Typewriter Company 
Limited, Has Been Formed 


ABSORBS OLD PLANT 


Enlarged Capital Will be Used 
to Extend Business 


Demand for Fox Machines Has Made 
It Imperative That Step 
be Taken 


Papers were filed today for the 
reorganization of the Fox Machine 
company of this city, the new com- 
pany bearing the name of the Fox 
Typewriter company, limited. The 
authorized capital of the new com- 
pany is $1,000,000, being divided 
into $400,000 preferred and $600,000 
common stock. Of the preferred 
stock $250,000 is to remain in the 
treasury for use as future develop- 
ments may require. The remainder 
of the preferred stock, $150,000, 
is to be sold at once, and the 
proceeds used for additional capital 
in extending the typewriter business, 
the larger portion of it having 
already been subscribed for by 
business men of this city. In 
consideration of the common stock 
the new company will take over 
all the real estate, plants, merchan- 
dise, machines, tools, patents, 
the developed typewriting machines 
and good will of the old company 
free from debt. The board of the 
new company named is composed of 
William R. Fox, Clay H. Hollister, 
James Wylie, Fred Macey and George 
Clapperton. 


The manufacture and sale of special 
tools and machinery, for ‘which 
the Fox Machine company has achieved 
an enviable reputation, and out 
of which a large and profitable 








683 


business and extensive property 
has been built up, will be continued 
as a separate department of the 
new company. The manufacture and 
sale of the Fox typewriter will 
be rapidly enlarged and extended 
and will constitute the principal 
business of the new company. The 
present output of typewriters will 
be immediately doubled and will 
thereafter be increased rapidly. 
The present company employs’ one 
hundred and eighty hands and it 
is confidently expected by those 
familiar with the business of the 
company already developed and in 
prospect that this industry will 
become one of the greatest impor- 
tance to the city.. It will employ 
in the enlarged plant and with 
the additional facilities a large 
force of skilled, high-paid employes 
and will dispense in Grand Rapids 
a large amount of money each month 
in wages and for the expenses of 
the plant. 


A large part of the credit for 
the financing of the new company 
is due to Mr. George Clapperton, 
the attorney of the company, who 
has co-operated with Mr. Fox ably 
in arranging the details of the 
new corporation and securing the 
stock subscriptions. The successful 
financing of the company means 
a great deal to Grand Rapids for 
Mr. Fox has had submitted to him 
for consideration at least two 
very good offers to remove his 
plant to another locality, whereby 
Grand Rapids would have lost not 
only the money to be expended here 
but also the incidental advertising 
which a Grand Rapids typewriter 
having sales not only in this country 
but in all parts of Europe, Asia, 
South America, and Australia will 
give it. 


THE EVENING PRESS 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


June 11, 1902 
WILL INCREASE ITS PLANT 


The Fox Typewriter Company 
Is Having the Plans Drawn 


The Fox Typewriter company, which 
recently effected a reorganization 
on a $1,000,000 basis, practically 
all the capital being furnished 
locally, is now making preparations 
for an enlargement of its factory, 
which will more than double its 
present capacity and output. About 
$25,000 will be expended on the 
improvements of the factory and 
a considerable quantity of special 
machinery used in the manufacture 
of typewriters will be installed. 
The plans for the addition are now 
being drawn. 


At present the company is turning 
out six machines per day, making 
a good profit on this maximum. 
Orders for the machine are ahead 
of the capacity of the plant to 
turn out, and the approval of the 
federal government of the machines, 
which will result in heavy orders 
from Washington, make the addition 
imperatively necessary. The contem- 
plated improvements will give the 
plant a capacity of fifteen machines 
a day, and trade is in sight for 
practically this output, the foreign 
trade especially developing at an 
encouraging rate. The improvements 
will be effected during the summer 
months and will be started as soon 
as possible. 
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THE EVENING PRESS 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


_ October 4, 1902 


TYPEWRITERS FOR GERMANY 


Fox Company Made a Shipment of 
Eighty Today 


The Fox Typewriter company today 
Shipped eighty of its machines 
to Germany for use in some of the 
leading business houses of the 
Teutonic empire. 


The machines were carefully boxed 
for shipment and the big truck 
which conveyed them to the depot 
was piled high with the freight. 
Across the top of the load stretched 
a huge sign reading "These ' Goods 
Going to Germany," and a boy perched 
on the boxes held an American flag 
proudly aloft. The boy, the flag 
and especially the sign was’ the 
cause of much wonderment to the 
many people who beheld the outfit. 


DIRECTIONS FOR USING TRE FOX PORTABLE TYPEWRITER 





IMPORTANT! 
It is highly important that the should learn how to properly place 
the machine in its case. See paze 1 








THE EVENING PRESS 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


September 12, 1903 


TO FAR OFF RUSSIA 


Fox Typewriters Will be Sent 
Hereafter 


CONTRACT CLOSED 


Is the Biggest Known to the 
Trade 


Special Agent Sent by the Govern- 
ment Selected the Local Machine 
Above Others 


W. R. Fox has returned from Chicago 
where he closed a contract for plac- 
ing in the Russian empire within 
the next three years Fox typewriting 
machines to the value of at least 
$1,250,000. This is the largest 
single contract the company has 
ever made and so far as Mr. Fox 
knows it is one of the largest con- 
tracts ever entered into by any 
typewriter manufactory in this coun- 
try. 


The contract was entered into with 
A. DeHarber of the firm of DeHarber 
& Etell, general American agents 
at St. Petersburg. Mr. Fox went 
to Chicago especially to meet Mr. 
DeHarber , who, according to his 
own statement, was sent to this 
country with specific instructions 
to carefully investigate the merits 
of the American makes of typewriters, 
and who chose the Fox machine as 
being in his opinion the best which 
is produced. It had been the inten- 
tion of the Fox company to have 
its own agent in Europe care for 
the Russian business as he dqges 
for that of the other continental 
countries, but the firm which he 
has made his special agents for 
this territory, through the contract 
thus closed, has such standing that 
he made the decision resulting in 
this action. 
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The amount involved in this contract 
is a minimum figure and Mr. Fox 
believes the results of the business 
in Russia during the life of this 
contract will amount to a ~=*much 
greater sum. Mr. Harber sails 
for home Sept. 20 and the Fox com- 
pany expects to commence the work 
of manufacturing the machines to 
fill orders under this contract 
during October. In Russia there 
are many languages and dialects 
spoken and this necessitates a 
number of different keyboards. 
The combination characters required 
for the different portions of the 
empire, Mr. Fox . believes, will 
be somewhere between fifty and 
one hundred. 


Business with the company is in- 
creasing steadily, declared Mr. 
Fox, and the machine is constantly 
being introduced into new countries 
and with gratifying results. A 
contract for fifty machines for 
business houses in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, has just been closed and 
the company is shipping twenty- 
five a month to Cape Town to supply 
the demand from South Africa. 

Business from the Spanish-American 
and South American countries is 
large, while in New Zealand and 
Calcutta a steadily growing business 
has been done for the last three 
years. Park & Lacey have recently 
been made agents for the machine 
in Australia. This firm has head- 


quarters in -.both Sidney and Mel- 
bourne. New agencies have been 
opened in Madras. and Bombay and 


the machine is already well known 
in China. With the business which 
has long been established in Europe, 
the foreign trade of the Fox company 
is a big institution and one which 
iis constantly growing. 








THE GRAND RAPIDS PRESS 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


December 31, 1908 


MACHINE IS BEAUTY 


White Enameled Fox Typewriter 
Made for Indian Official 


The Fox Typewriter company has 
completed a typewriter of the No. 
24 model for the lieutenant governor 
of Burma, at Rangoon, India, under 
special orders. 


ivory 
metal 


This machine is finished in 
white enamel, with all the 
parts nickel plated, and is orna- 
mented in red and gold. The cover 
for the machine is likewise finished 
in ivory white, both the cover and 
the machine bearing the imperial 

ms of the British empire. The 

eys are of white celluloid, the 
spacebar is of special white holly 
wood, with ivory white: enamel, 
the scales are finished in nickel 
with the markings in red, and the 
machine certainly is a beautiful 
creation which is a credit to the 
company producing it. 


For several days the machine will 

be on exhibition in the display 

window of Foster, Stevens & Co."s 

store, after which it will be shipped 
direct to Thomas A. Chapple, the 

representative for the Fox Typewriter 
company in Rangoon, and who furnishes 
typewriters to the Burma government 

by special appointment from the 

government offices. Immediately 

upon its arrival Mr. Chapple person- 

nally will deliver it to the lieute- 
nant governor. 


The company does not contend this 
machine will turn out any better 
eo~ than other Fox typewriters, 
but it believes the governor can 
feel he is the possessor of the 
handsomest, most serviceable and 
in many respects the finest type- 
writer that has ever been produced. 
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THE GRAND RAPIDS PRESS 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


February 12, 1912 


GO TO THE ARCHDUKE 


Two Fox Typewriters are Ordered 
by Francis Ferdinand of Austria 


The Fox Typewriter company has 
received an order for two Fox type- 
writers to be used in the household 
of the Archduke Francis Ferdinand 
of Austria. The imperial coat 
of arms will be placed-on the paper 
feedboard as a4 special compliment 
to the purchaser. 


~2eTO be continued next issue. 
August 2006 


_ EVERYBODY'S MAGAZINE 
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The same thoughtful and careful investi- 





gation that is used in making other pur- 


chases will, if applied to typewriters place a 


TYPEWRITER 


in your office everytime. Simply 

because in building the Foxwe have 

not been satisfied with anything 
short of absolute perfection. 

The touch of the Fox is 50 to 100 per 

cent. lighter than any other typewriter, 

The speed is 25 to 50 per cent. greater. 


Every good feature that is common to other type- 
writers is found on the Fox and shows improvement. 
‘May we not prove this statement in your office at our ex- 





‘We place Fox Typewriters on free trial everywhere. 
FOX TYPEWRITER CO., Lid. 
458 Front St., GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 
Branch Offices and Agencics in principal cities. 
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THE OFFICE OUTEITTER DAILY 


FOX MAKES PROGRESS. 
()niy one typewriter company is rep- 
resented at the show and that is the 





W. R. Fox, President Fox Typewriter Co. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Fox Typewriter Co., of Grand Rapids. 
They occupy a very large booth to the 
left of the main aisle and have one of 
the most beautiful displays on the 
floor. Local Manager Messerschmidt 
is busy all day long telling of the ad- 
vantages of the Fox machine, and he 
is ably backed by a competent force 
of demonstrators and salesmen. A. J. 
Williams, export manager, is here and 
spends all of his time at the exhibit. 

The Fox exhibit shows all of the va- 
rious styles of machines they make, 
and the arrangement of the display is 
especially pleasing. Massive mahog- 
any furniture sets off the display and 
the booth has been a center of attrac- 
tion since the show opened. One in- 
teresting machine shown is one with 
a keyboard designed for India. All of 
the odd characters necessary to writ- 
ing in Hindu are on the machine, and 
when writing on it the operator uses 
the keyboard the same as on any other 
machine, but the result is different. 
What results from the contact of the 
keys with the paper looks more like 
some new-fangled shorthand than any- 
thing else, but Export Manager Wil- 
liams is able to produce some work 
that an Indian can read, and his dem- 


onstration of the assembling of signs 
to make characters and portray sounds 
is exceedingly interesting. 

A rather interesting change has late- 
ly occurred in the Fox organization. A 
new man in the field has become sec- 
retary and treasurer since the first of 
the month and an account of the 
change follows. 

Walter K. Plumb has resigned his 
position as manager of the Grand Rap- 
ids factory of the National Biscuit Co. 
to become secretary and treasurer of 
the Fox Typewriter Co. The change 
took place March 1. He has acquired 
a substantial financial interest in the 
company and will have entire charge 
of the selling department and office. 





A. J. Williams, Manager Export Department, 
Fox Typewriter Co. 


It is a move which Mr. Piumb has con- 
templated for some time, believing the 
scope of the new field affords immense 
expansion opportunities. 

Few are aware of the growth of the 
Fox Typewriter Co., whose domestic 
and foreign business has become very 
extensive. The business and responsi- 
bilities are of such import that Mr. 
William R. Fox, its president, has rec- 
ognized for considerable time the need 
of capable assistance. In this his board 
of directors have fully concurred, 
which has resulted in their making a 
unanimous choice of Mr. Walter K. 
Plumb, whom they believe to be the 
best qualified man for the position. 
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Mr. Plumb brings into the enter- 
prise a broad active commercial ex- 
perience which especially fits him for 
his duties. During the eighteen years 
spent in the biscuit business he be- 
came a stockholder and acquired prac- 
tical training in all its departments, 
and when promoted about ten years 
ago to the entire management of the 
big local factory of the National Bis- 
cuit Co., his initiative and ability at 
once became an important factor in its 
growth. An idle day in the cracker 
factory of late years was unknown and 
the business for a long time has far ex- 
ceeded its capacity. Mr. Plumb’s ex- 
perience in organizing territories, sell- 
ing agencies and training and han- 
dling salesmen will be invaluable to 
the business he is now to take an 
active part in. He was primarily at- 
tracted to the Fox typewriter through 
its use in his office and later in most 
critical comparison with other stand- 
ard machines. 

In 1896 experimental work was 
taken up on a typewriter. The Fox 
typewriter was placed on the market 
in 1898, and in 1902 the Fox Type- 
writer company was organized. 

The business has shown a steady 





Tl, W. Fox, Manager Machine Department. 


growth since that time. Mr. W. R. 
Fox, who started the business, has 
surrounded himself with a large force 
of competent mechanics and artisans 

















who have contributed their share to 
the building up of this splendid busi- 
@..-; 

Every Corner of the World. 
The branch-of the business relating 





W. K. Plumb, Secretary and Treasurer Fox 
Typewriter Co. 
to typewriters has increased steadily. 
Typewriters are being shipped to all 

@> 2: of the world. Foreign orders 
have been received from dealers dur- 
ing the last thirty days from the fol- 
lowing countries: 

Alexandria, Egypt. 

Santiago, Cuba: 

Monterey, Mex. 

Mexico City, Mex. 

Auckland, New Zealand. 

Torino, Utaly. 

Vienna, Austria. 

Riga, Russia. 

Reykjavik, Iceland. 

This is a very interesting phase cf 
the business, suggesting widespread 
interest, bringing to this market 
money from the four corners of the 
globe. A. J. Williams, in charge of 
this department, is a man of long ex- 
perience in typewriter circles. For a 
number of vears he was associated 
with the Densmore company. He 
served for six years as factory mana- 
ger at the Densmore plant, Spring- 
field, Mass., and later for about three 
years as secretary at their New York 
flices. 
Mr. Plumb has always taken an 





THE OFFICE OUTFITTER DAILY 


active part in matters pertaining to 
the welfare of his city. He has been 
especially prominent in board of trade 
and credit men’s affairs. He has a 
very extensive acquaintance in busi- 
ness circles and his many friends will 
be glad to know he is to remain in 


Grand Rapids. 


The officers of the company will be: 
President, W. R. Fox; vice-president, 
H. S. Jordan: secretary-treasurer. 
Walter K. Plumb. 

These 


together with 


gentlemen. 





booth today were Mr. L. M. Burke of 
Armour & Company, W. S. Hirsch. of 
American Cutlery Company and Mr, A. 
C. Miskelly of the Royal Tea Company. 
= * oe 
EE. H. “Never-Sleep” Pence, President 
of the System-Safe-Cabinet Company is 
responsible for an unusual tag worn by 
men in their Booth, and which reads: 
“Get it out of your system.” Explana- 
tions are in order, Mr. Pence. 
* = cd 


Mr. W. W. Parsons, District Manager 





Messrs. W. R. Shelby and H. W. Fox, 
will constitute the board of directors. 


Here is an odd one in this day and 
generation: A grey bearded visitor at 
the Booth of ‘the Beckett Paper Com- 
pany was handed an embossed head of 
Abraham Lincoln, who returned it to 
the attractive young lady who is taking 
care of this work, with the remark that 
he considered the offer an insult and if 
old Abe Lincoln were alive today he 
would appoint himseif a committee of 
one to get after him with a Gatling gun. 

* * + 

The Business Show was more than 
fortunate, due to the fact that among the 
visitors were Mr. Joseph Hildreth of the 
Esterbrook Pen Company, Mr. Albert K. 
Watts, genera] manager of Mabie, Todd 
& Company, Mr. A. W. Williams of 
Eberhard Faber, Mr. E. M. Thomas. of 
The Fair, and Mr. E. L. Penton. of Ma- 
bie, Todd & Company. 

* * * 

Kalamazoo Loose Leaf Binder Com- 
pany. They tell us that Oscar Allyn. gen- 
eral sales manager, would just as “lief” 
talk as eat. Among the visitors at their 


688 





Plant of the Fox Typewriter Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 


oi the Dictaphone. undertook to supple- 
ment musical programs supplied by For- 
rest’s Seventh Regiment Band by way 
of supplying “Canned Music” during in- 
termissions. During several of the band 
selections he had the Dictaphone placed 





Manager Messersmith of the Fox Chicago Office. 


so that a record was made. This lie re- 
produced in his Booth-to the entertain- 
ment of his numerous visitors. 














From Around the Network 


Mike: [Typex] well received two days ago! 
Great issue, AS USUAL! Angie Jimenez, TX 


Just received the latest issue of Typex and wanted 
to tell you how much | enjoyed it. I've just finished 
reading it cover to cover. ! especially enjoyed 
Lynda Beckler’s story of how she renovated her 
garage into a wonderful workshop and display area- 
--all | remember from seeing it were the black 


widows. (I'm not good with spiders.) 
Lin Lewis, SC 


<P <>< ><> <>< >So SoS oso <o<c> 


LP TER 


Thanks to the following for writing! 
How ‘bout you other guys ? Surely, 
you have things to write about! 


Art North, of Florida wrote to tell us that 
his old Typewriter store at 2001 K Street in 
Washington, DC has now been turned into a 
bank. And so ends 50 years of North's Office 
Machines. 


David Proper of New Hampshire sent in 
three newspaper clippings, one of which 
appears in the next column and the other on 
page 679. 


Ed Reis of Penna. wrote to tell me (us) 
that his recently found Merritt has a serial 
number of 172 which he believes would make 
it a very early example of a most interesting 
typewriter. 


...Let me say again how much | enjoy being 
connected to the typewriter community 
through your magazine. 

Excerpts from Marty Rice's letter appear 
elsewhere in this issue. Marty is also from 
Penna. 

~~ 

Bob Ruddell of New York wrote to alert 
me about a colorful man named Stan Crandall 
who was involved in a sensational kidnapping 
case in upstate New York, in 1923. Bob 
believes that this fellow could be related to 
Lucien Crandall, of typewriter fame, but as of 
this writing has not made the connection. 


Next Column: New Hampshire Sunday News 
dated January 15, 2006, page H1. David Proper 
sent in this, NH and we thank him. 
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ELLEN MCDERMOTT 


This unusual guest book will inspire quests to 


sign their names and type a few words for 
the bride and groom. 


for winter 
weddings 


All in the details: Have your 
guests “type” in, or provide your own 





handmade favors for an extra personal 
affair. 
By HEIDI CHO 
Martha Stewart Weddings 


L ONG AFTER the last guest has gone 
home, a wedding will be remembered 
for its details, such as an unusual center- 
piece or a beautifully designed favor. The 
following “Good Things” are sure to leave a 
lasting impression. 


Typewriter guest book . 

Set out an old-fashioned typewriter fitted . 
with long sheets of paper: guests writing 
good wishes to the bride and groom will be 
inspired by the large space. Look for inex- 
pensive vintage machines online or at thrift 
stores or flea markets; they come in many 
colors. After the wedding, tie the paper into 
a scroll with ribbon. 
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ODELL RESTORATION 


bY LYNDA BRECKLER. PAGE 698 
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Above: Odell in pieces, plating one of the parts, and Gillis Plating factory, where the Odell is being revived. 
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THE TYPEWRITER THAT WENT 
: THE ARCTIC! BY PHIL HILFERTY, PAGE 693 

























NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

Hope the summer season has been a 
good one for all our fellow typewriter 
enthusiasts. 

This issue brings us the second 
installment of Lynda Beckler’s Odell 
restoration odyssey. 

We also have the continued news 
clippings from the Pam McVeigh collectio 
as promised. 

Additionally, Phil Hilferty sent me a nice : 
sian Gooch hd epbathar bai hie Ghar ad Gao Wow ES 
Arctic Circle in 1938. Thanks to these folks and everyone else 
who have made this issue possible. 


News from Overseas: by Les Owen, England 


The overall impression from my own observations and the 
feedback that | received from other collectors follows. The three 
collectors’ meetings in Cologne/Germany, Paritschins/itaky and 
Sch6nbihl/ Switzerland, showed that the number and quality of 
the typewriters on offer at the sales tables was lower than 
previously experienced. Notwithstanding, at least two new 
collectors e-mailed me to say that they were delighted with the 
events, and their purchases. Numbers of people attending 
remained high, so it appears that there is no lack of interest or 
enthusiasm. 

Some results from the Breker auction: Franklin 7 $1450, 
Merritt $950 & $1000, Hall $1000, Postal $875 & $1150, Lambert 
(No. 171) $1050, and the Sun $2200. These prices converted to Ge 
$US approximate and including premium. 

Rarities always excite, even if they may be financially out of 
reach for many collectors. | have heard of a number of rare 
typewriters, appearing both at private sales and local auctions in 
the last couple of months. Examples are Kosmopolit 
(Scandinavia), North’s (UK), Moya 2 (Germany), Crandall New 
Model (Spain), Merritt (Spain), Columbia Index (UK), and the 
Hammonia (UK). 





| was approached by a collector who had found a “chrome-plated” 
Underwood No 5 typewriter. This raises the question as to 

whether this was a refurbished machine, or an original finish from 
the Underwood Typewriter Company. Can anyone out there shed 
some light on this? If so, please e-mail me at my e-dress below? 







Next important events to look forward to after the summer 
recess will be the Italian collectors meeting to be held at the 
Pedrali private museum in Italy. Then the 25” anniversary 
meeting of the German club will be celebrated at a joint meeting 
with the two French Clubs and the Swiss Club, in Wasselonne, 
Alsace, France. Both events will be held in September. Anyone 
wanting more information on this should contact Edmund Kem at: 
edmondkem@yahoo.fr 


As ever, if anyone will be traveling to Europe and in need of 
some information about typewriter activity, | will be glad to help. 
Please contact me at my. email address: 
lo@iandbee.demon.co.uk 
PO FIFO OE 


e : 
e Online 
| Typewriter Collecting News from around th 


The late spring and early summer of 2006 was a 
bonanza for typewriter collectors cruising around 
eBay. After seven years of eBay experience, I 
continue to be amazed at how many collectible 
machines turn up by sellers who say they “found this 
in a garage” or “it was my grandpa’s.” Just goes to 
show you there are still goodies out there waiting for 
you to find them. 


Since my last column, we’ve seen a Ford, Burnett 
and Crandall plus a host of other desirable machines 
(including a Duplex that, at $5,656 failed to meet the 
seller’s reserve). Here’s a recap of U.S. auctions on 
eBay (including the TeamBreker results) from May 


through mid-July. All prices in U.S. dollars. 
oe baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 
Ey CC ie ney Se ey aa een ee $13,131 
BUTE eos ose 2s beh eee wees 8,989 
Crandall New Model............. 7,500 
Keaton Music Typewriter .......... 5,100 
Excelsior (Mercedes 1)............ 3,563 
Commercial Visible 5............. 3,080 
Blickensderfer 9 .......:........... 2,247 
PU REE sk esade'cos achavsdeuaes 1,909 
SEO Bios 2p Vitaws wwe dm me wile 1,400 
SEHGE Gr cic ia ics aoe ies dixie be L277 
PRONG cca che endow y eens Muaxee Lass 
Helios RNGAX «525 sccckssasessiers 1273 
LOO bibs sce ee cka beware cen 1,082 
POM gateeaasl.. cod ae ven Ouse 993 
ES NE en ve eR cis buns 955 
DRINK aide euces bah gn aaeaeenaet 955 
New Century Caligraph............. 911 
AD oe dcgrak nse kee Sas beet EEed 891 
Hammond Folding Multiplex......... 885 
MOEN 5 sv esin ch accenkeeeeacneetanes 865 
PRT se cntacevenbungus evened 827 
[a ee ee ee ee ee 827 
® ERE. «wae enclose Beene deseo 827 
EME o.acc cha cekensegenk ae twecds 821 
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e Internet by Jann Dorothy 
Be eee ee ee 821 
Keaton Music Typewriter............ 775 
PAM 20d Org ones ds ahve RENE we 763 
MN sn emt acne depends cies s 721 
OES oc cds ctw asentves'scacdhesins 718 


COGGE 4 Wl CBSE gens os ish éw ven wnexe 700 
WME 4 5 a We akc eee gtk ud eekwe 688 
bi aE. | &! by Sa 621 
Salter Standard 10. 2.005 0405.5. 05050, 611 
PRE hk Les bea Bas i es Serene 610 
Reliance Visible ......2.............. 523 
SNE cons Sordaba ss eb ede axe 520 
Biskensdetter 3 a 5% 5 ckcscs soca n ss 516 
oe fee” ae ae LS a er 484 
POG . tae tl Was se ene ken 473 
Péoples SN S97 occ s cess icseccccs 461 
RVI APOE 65 Si a sc eliss ha, bo vs 545s 445 
je ne ee bea en 445 
Fe ae Ot a 387 
RO as os Sees sah Wasa see se aenan awit 381 
Tinperel Be cic cea sedalaictecsess 376 
Blickensderfer 5, case, extras........... 367 
WRIOE D5 css « See Ole ete «a kG ne ones 360 
pe ee a ke 310 
TAO ba: JP aus vee 5 ea Be Rae BOOKS aes 305 
American Iidex.2 2. ..2..2..5.522.25.3 300 
Blickensderfer 7, case ................. 294 
CMRI isis.) a2 cine Sent doa s <0 279 
Pe ke eek Se a cr 260 
So ae Ue a Ses Ws ss 255 
FOR SD iseccceccissssesrscseacssseias 247 
WN x dite Kaien k sce ceagercsas as 242 
Standard Folding ..................... 231 
OEE Fs oe oi'ne vows cane ouunebas 229 
DHCRCRNIERICS 6 iceus ceccaevswcunewes 225 
WEE FR in date nse siiswenes 223 
ISS TOMAS eos 05a ee nee 5 te Dass 205 
PCReRNN IEE 9 ot od bis oda wus'e ee aie xe 204 
[ae eS al re 182 
eel MG ee ch eet eokh aha os 150 
ADMTICAN TRIER ons osc ccs see ste eae ees 142 
MEO eee tk clade xxiaaden ees 130 














The Typewriter That Went 
to the Arctic in 1938 


By Phil Hilferty 


On June 13, 1938, Louise A. Boyd (that is 
not a misprint; it’s she) set out on her 
seventh (1924, 1926, 1928, 1931, 1933, 
1937) Arctic expedition along the 
northeast coast of Greenland and 
Spitsbergen aboard the Veslekari of 
Alesund, Norway, a sealing vessel built in 
1918. This expedition was funded by the 
American Geographical Society. My 
father, Anthony F. Hilferty, was the 
radioman on this voyage that lasted until 
September 12. 
Zz 






In a recently rediscovered photograph, 
there is my dad in the cramped radio room 
aboard the Veslekari. He is typing on 
what appears to be a Remington Model 1 
portable that went to the Arctic as far 
north as above the 80" parallel. This is 
well above the Arctic Circle, making it a 
Blue Nose (if you cross the Equator you 
are a Shell Back—my dad was both via 
the US Navy, aboard the USS New 
Orleans). 
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—— Keprlitine haste, ST : $ w+ 
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That typewriter probably held the 
record for being the closest to the North 
Pole for its time! [An aside, dad shot 2 
polar bears and my brothers and I would 
slide down the head of the bear skin of one 
when we were tikes (hope they were shot 
for food or safety)]. 


My dad was an excellent typist, who typed 
at the exact same rhythm every letter. 
When I was a kid, he brought home an old 
Woodstock which I hunt & pecked on 
until I learned to touch type in high school 
(by far, the most useful thing I learned in 
high school). My father had the 
Woodstock until he died and I let it go, I 
am sorry to say, because it was before I 
started collecting. Oh, I ended up teaching 
keyboarding the last 18 years! 


P.S. I am writing this on my IBM Dvorak 
computer keyboard (at half the speed I can 
type on QWERTY). 


Map and photo of ship are from The Coast 
of northern greenland, by Louise Boyd, 
American Geographical Society, NY, NY, 
1948. The photo of my father is not from 
the book. 











Two odd postcards: 
Above: an -unknown (to me) machine on the back of this German post card is written NEUE GALERIE 
SAMMLUNG LUDWIG, AACHEN Konrad KLAPHECK Athletisches Selbstbildnis 1958 (13) 

& Below: An unknown artist's conception of what appears to be a blind Remington typewriter. 
This may have been created by the late Dan Post as the business side of the card contains a note 
from him to the late Paul Lippman. 
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| JACOB FELBEL, 81, 
PATENT AUTHORITY 


Inventor of One of the Earliest 
Typewriters Is Dead 





~{4H~(93% 


\ 
syacob Felbel, an authority -on 
patents and typewriter inventor, 
with offices at 40 Worth Street, 
who formerly was with the Under- 


wood Elliott Fisher Company and 
with the Remington Typewriter 
Company and its predecessors, died 
Monday in his home at 216 West 
EKighty-ninth Street after an iliness 
of several months. He was 81 years 
old. Mr. Felbel is credited with 
inventing the Monarch typewriter, |. 
which was put on the market in 
1904, 

Born in Boston, he became asso- 
ciated with the late Henry D. Don- 
nelly in 1884, and about 1886 he 
joined the firra of Wyckoff, Sea- 
mans &- Benedict to organize and 
direct a patent department. 

He married in 1887 the former 
lah éiiderais, who died in 

+y had one son, Lieutenant 
- Felbel, who was killed in 

18 a ' Bixermont, France, 
ving with the First Divi- 


2. 


NY, Times 
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A. B. DICK. 
TYPE WRITING MACHINE. 


Patented Feb. 8, 1898. 





No. 598,882. 
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YouWill Live 
100 Years, 


SSR Ee 


if you’ (oistlive your fellow men 
the way the Remington 
outlives other typewriters.” 


} 


{ 


Of all writing Machines the 


Rem ingee> 


fi: IS known to have the longest 


aA 


eae Lis fy ife— 


But it is not long life only which makes the Remington the 
Recognized Leader Among Typewriters; its surpassingly useful life 
is the main factor. 

Remington Typewriters not only live longer, but they save more 
and more time and labor every day, every hour, that they live. 

We have an illustrated booklet, which is 
yours for the asking, that will tell you 


all about the many exclusive labor saving 
devices of our Visible Models 10 and 11. 


Remington Typewriter Company 


(Incorporated) 


New York and shiek vey Sa 








The Odell Restoration- 
Part Two...by Lynda Beckler - 


The Odell is finally free of rust and: 
broken down into several | secon 










At this point | have absolutely no 
idea how-to put it back together. 


When the plating is completed; it will” 


be transported to Jann. .Dorothy’s 
house so that | can use her Odell as 
a model for reassembly. 


The bench-top sand blaster (don't 
worry, I’m using silica beads, not 


builders sand) makes fast work of 


the rust removal. Dealing with the 
Frankenstein. gloves, especially with 
small parts like these key levers, is a 

little tricky, though. See photo below. 








___ Here’s what happened next..... 





After the tenth (failed) attempt at 
nickel plating, the wise words of Bob. 
Aubert popped into my head: “You 
can’t just nickel plate a piece of pot 
meta.” fm not entirely sure what 
“pot metal” is, so | look it-up in the 
dictionary. Duuuuh....cast. — iron. 

Another random byte of information 


\ floated to the surface of my 


demented mind: _ “Doorknob 
escutcheons.” My neighbor had her 
door hardware replated by a 
silversmith in the neighborhood. 


--That was nearly 20 years ago.. 


Could he. still be living? Still in 
business? 
YESSSS! 


Poaanecenenaggemangentt | 
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It is 5 a.m. (Gillis Plating has rather 
odd hours) and a thick, stinking fog 
hangs. over the Port of Stockton, 
Calif. A black Toyota pickup: rolls 
silently to a stop in front of a 
corrugated tin building. The driver, 
clad entirely in black emerges from 


the cab of the pickup clutching a 








small wooden box to her chest. She 
trips on the curb as she walks toward 
the building. She approaches the tall 
sliding door and obeys the faded 
instructions scribbled on a scrap of 
cardboard: “Ring bell.” 





A voice from inside calls out, “Is that 


you, Mrs. Cleaver?” She. answers, 
“Yes. Quick, let me in before anyone 
sees me.” 


The door creaks as it slides open to 
reveal a grimy industrial workshop, 
lighted with one naked bulb hanging 
from a frayed cord. 


“Did you bring it?” 


“Yes, | have it in this box.” She looks 
for a place to set the box down. The 
counter is filthy, covered with scraps 
of paper and a thick layer of greasy 
dust. Food wrappers’ are 
everywhere and she shudders as 
she imagines the wharf rats chowing 
down on remnants of Mr. Gillis’s 
lunch. -She clutches the wooden box 
even tighter. 


“| thought. you said it was a 
typewriter. I've never seen a 
typewriter small enough to fit in that 
little tiny box. And forgive me for 
saying so, but you sure don't look 
like. June Cleaver.” 


“I'm not June Cleaver, silly. She's a 
fictional character. It's just a name | 
use when | want to conceal my true 
identity.” 


“| guess that explains why you're 
wearing a burnoose. What’s with all 
the secrecy?” 
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“| have a reputation to protect. You 
see, | am a die-hard do-it-yourselfer. 
| have failed miserably with this 
piece, but | can’t let anyone know 
Pve gone fo 4a....a...professional 
plater.” 


“OK, whatever, lady. Let's get on 
with it. Show me what you have in 
the box.” 


She fished in the folds of the 
burnoose and pulled out two objects. 
“You'll have to put these on first.” 
She handed him a surgical mask and 
a pair of latex gloves. “l-was up all 
night sand blasting this thing and if 
you:'so-much a breathe on it, it will 
rust again.” 


“Wow, this is a pretty cool-looking 
little thing,” he said as he probed in 
the box of parts. “What kind of metal 
is it?” 


“Cast iron. That's why | am having 
so much trouble with it. | tried brush 
plating and that just created a new 
layer of rust. Then | tried an 
electroless immersion process, but | 
couldn’t get the chemical reaction to 
start and again, it rusted. It needs to 
be copper-flashed and then nickel 
plated...” 


“Whoa, lady! First you want me to 
dress up like a friggin’ brain surgeon, 
now you're telling me how to do my 
job. _ Let’s get something straight 
here. | am a silversmith and a | 
professional plater. You are a...l’m 
not sure what you are. You look like 
the Grim Reaper. Can't you at least 
uncover your face? Wait a 
minute...you’re not that broad from 
the EPA, are you?” 








Conclusion to Fox newspaper 

clippings. (1913-1934) ‘ THE GRAND RAPIDS PRESS 
Note the dramatic ending > Grand Rapids, Michigan 
dated July 21, 1934. October 8, 1913 


eo — ——————————-—-—__- FOX COMPANIES WILL 
“Don’t say ‘broad’, it’s so uncouth. 


BE SEPARATED SOON 
And no, I’m not from the EPA, but we 

DO know each other, ‘Tom Gillis, Typew'lter and. Machinery 
Professional Silversmith, specializing EER SneS ec ESE 
in antiques restoration’,” ee FARES 

she said mockingly as she pulled GROWTH DEMANDS CHANGE 
back the hood to reveal her face. 


“Oh, NO!! You're Lynda Beckler, The Fox Typewriter and the Fox 
that crazy chick...1 mean...that lady Machinery companies, now occupying 
over on Rose Street, the one with all 2 EENEeS ” Se OR PEESt « BveREe 


at Fifth street, N.W., and conducted 
the tools. Oh, damn, | borrowed a under a single management will 


set of brick chisels from you about be segregated and each will be 
five years ago and | don’t think | ever made larger and stronger when plans 
returned them. They're in here now in process are carried out. 
somewhere, | promise rll find them. The typewriter company will continue 
Oh, geez, | feel awtul, | liked you to Kr eS the oid plant and for 

the machinery company a new and 
better as the Grim Reaper. _Why modern plant will be built on the 
don’t you just ao ahead and kill me line of the Pere Marquette railroad 
now....” near Seventh street, N.W., the 

site already being owned. 
@ “Chill out, Tom, I’m not killing 

anybody. And stop slobbering on my A committee of stockholders has 


been at work upon the affairs of 
the company for some time devising 
means for the -proper handling of 


typewriter or you'll have to sand blast 
it again. You've seen what needs to 


be done with it. Work up a price and the interests that have outgrown 
then call me when you're ready to the present facilities and capitali- 
work on it. Oh, one other thing...” zation. At a meeting of the direc- 
she fished in the folds of her garment tors Tuesday night, this committee 
and produced a can of Endust and a reported that the machinery depart— 


ment needed no other changes than 
those made necessary by expansion. 


rag, “you need to clean up this 


place. It's a pig sty. | will NOT leave The typewriter department will 
my Odell in here until I'm satisfied be made broader in its scope and 
with your housekeeping!” put on a stronger and better footing 
commensurate with its importance. 

And with that, she snatched up the John Duffy has been elected to 
box, whirled around and swept the directorate and will - presi- 
— dent of the company upon its reorgan- 

through the door, tipping on the ization. W. R. Fox will continue 


slider-rail as she left. active in the affairs of the company, 


giving particular attention to 


the manufacturing operations. 
Stay tuned, kiddies, there’s more to It will take time to work out the 
come © plans and the additional capital 
will be secured as soon as financial 
& conditions improve. 
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August 19, 1914 


WAR FORCES CLOSING 
OF TYPEWRITER PLANT 


Fox Company Hit by Utter 
Suspension of Its Foreign Trade 


BISSELL CONCERN IS LUCKY 


Grand Rapids learned today that 
it has another danger to face as 
a direct result of the great Euro- 
pean war which has already boosted 
food prices by leaps and jumps. 
W. R. Fox, president of the Fox 
Typewriter company of this city, 
a concern doing a world-wide busi- 
ness, has announced formally the 
closing of the company's plant 
due to the disruption of foreign 
commerce. He does not know when 
the factory will resume, asserting 
that it depends entirely upon econo- 
mic conditions and the resumption 
of foreign trade. 


Another Grand Rapids firm .doing 
an international business has es-~ 
caped more luckily, although its 
foreign trade has been suspended. 
The Bissell Carpet Sweeper company 
has canceled all foreign orders 
but has not laid off any of its 
employes. It has noticed no slacking 
of domestic business as a result 
of the war. Those men who would 
ordinarily have been working on 
sweepers for foreign use will find 
work in the vacuum cleaner depart- 
ment to be operated full force 
soon. This is a new venture for 
the company and will furnish work 
to those who might otherwise have 
been temporarily dismissed through 
the depression in European business. 


Typewriter Business Demoralized 


Mr. Fox asserts that the typewriter 
industry has been demoralized by 
the war. The Remington people 
manufacturing five different brands 
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Can make the old 


of machines have closed their plants, 


he says, and indications are that 
many large manufacturing concerns 
will have to follow suit. The Under- 


wood Typewriter company is one of 
the big concerns still running full 
force. 


"We have a large stock on hand," 
explains Mr. Fox, "and we do not 
care to increase that stock. Domes- 
tic business has fallen off greatly 
since the war. People are not spend- 
ing money for new things if they 
ones last. We 


have decided to close down until 


conditions become normal. I cannot 
state when we will resume. It depends 
entirely upon economic conditions 


here and abroad." 


The company hires over a hundred 
men and girls in its typewriter 
department. The machine department 
is stili in operation. Mr. Fox 
believes that the war will bring 


about a great movement by manufac- 
turers against war which will prove 


more effective than all the petitions 
of the people. He asserts that 
the war will so cripple industry 


the world over that manufacturers 
will eventually take a stand as 
manufacturers and not as individuals 
against warfare. This he thinks 
will bring a reforn. 


Mexican Agent Disappears 


The Fox company did a good business 
in England, Germany, Russia, Belgium 
and France. It has received notice 
to cancel all orders, but has been 
unable to communicate with its agents. 


(cont. ) & 
















































August 19, 1914 





(cont.) 





During the Mexican war the Fox 
company continued to sell machines 
in Mexico City. It did not feel 
the effect of that struggle to 
any extent. The greatest blow 
it received was the disappearance 
of its Monterey agent, who has 
not been heard from in a year and 
a half and whom it is feared has 
been killed. 


How closely world business in inter- 
woven is shown by the report prepared 
by the Fox company on typewriter 
sales during the last ten years 
throughout the world. This shows 
that during the business depression 
here in 1908 the typewriter business 


abroad fell off $346,000 a year, 
while previous to the panic it 
had been increasing at the rate 


of over $1,000,000 a year. 


Wednesday, May 18, 1921 


- JUDGE SESSIONS 
NAMES RECEIVER 
FOR FOX COMPANY 


Chicago Bank Takes Action 
in Case of Typewriter 
Makers 


POSSESSES BIG ASSETS 


Petitioner Reports Property 
Sufficient to Preserve 
Substantial Bulk 


Faced by possible foreclosure on 
a large mortgage and a number of 
threatened court suits by creditors, 
the Fox Typewriter Co. of Grand 
Rapids has been forced into the 
hands of a receiver on petition 
of the first National bank of Chica- 
go. District Judge C. W. Sessions 
has appointed Walter A. Papworth 
receiver for the concern with power 
to take over the business and operate 
it for the best interests of all 
concerned. 
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It is alleged that at present there 
are two suits by creditors pending 


in the courts and that a number 
more are threatened by creditors 
who insist that their accounts 


be paid at once. It is said that 
immediate payment of all accounts 
is impossible and would bring disaster 
to the concern and probably force 
foreclosure of the mortgage now 
held on it. 


On the other hand the Chicago bank 
contends that the typewriter com- 
pany is solvent and if permitted 
to continue its business without 
interference or forced liquidation 
has assets sufficient to pay and 
discharge all its liabilities and 
afterward preserve a large and 
substantial asset and property. 


July 21, 1934 
FALLS FROM ROOF; 
W. R. FOX IS DEAD 
Former Grand Rapids Manufacturer 


Succumbs After Accident 
at Jackson 


William R. Fox, 80-year-old manufac-— 
turer, died in Foote hospital in 
Jackson Friday night from injuries 
suffered in a fall from the roof 
of his factory last Wednesday morn- 
ing. Fox was president of the 
Fox Machine Co,, which was estab- 
lished in Grand Rapids in 1885 
but removed to Jackson in the winter 
of 1915-16. 


He is survived by the widow and 
two sons, Milton W. and Hiram R., 
both of Jackson. 


Mr. Fox established the Fox Machine 
Co. in Grand Rapids in 1885 with 
a factory on Canal St. (now lower 


Monroe Ave.), later locating on 
Front Ave., near Fourth St., at 
first manufacturing a line of 


machinery and later engaging in 
the manufacture of the Fox type- 
writer. While in Grand Rapids 
he was prominent in church circles 
and at one time was a director 
of the Y.M.C.A. 





FOR SALE: 


The following tetter and sale bat was sent by follow 


5-11-2006 
Hi Michael, 


| wrote to you recently regarding selling my 
approximately. 110 typewriters, some old, many 
30s & 40s, boxed portables, etc. 

You suggested | make a list and send it to you 
for the newsletter. 


| am just getting around to it now. Two pages 
are attached and | picked machines at random. 


There are. among the 110, a couple with 
wooden keylevers & spacebars. There are three 
~ Olivers, a couple of Americans, Noiseless’, Blind 
writers; etc. : - 


| would respond. in more detail to anyone 
~ seeking more specifics. 


_- Pm approaching my 80" year and just need to 
find new homes for the machines. 


All My Best, = 
-;,. (signed)-Hubert L.. “Budd” Sloat 


218 West Washington Road - 
. Washington; ME 04574-3623 
Phone: (207) 845-2327 


. A partial list of “FOR SALE” machines 
: follows: .- 


*American model.#7 no serial # 
*Royal boxed portable “Arrow’ # C-172654 
*Remington boxed portable (not original box) no 
Serial. number 

*Remington boxed portable “Remette” (19387) 
#CR285600- - 
Remington model 5.1934 # B-126372 
: “Underwood boxed portable # L-2281495 
*Remington boxed portable “pop-up” typebasket 
#NM 21668 





the Philadelphia Metro Newspaper on 
July 20, 2006 


~and 1980s to try to extract 
_ confessions from them, pros- 


on:sides. “Pop-up typebasket:” 
*L.C. Smith & Corona.boxed portable # J3A03420 
*Corona boxed portable “four” #.11405817 
*Folding «Corona. boxed portable, fatest patent 
date: July 10, 1917 
*Royal Standard-glass sided.# X745870 
*Royal (Std.) dual glass sided panels #X513710 
“Royal (Std.) dual glass sided panels #X679334 
*L © Smith-Corona Super -Speed front facing 
panel missing #1A1751804014 
*Noiseless “The Noiseless Typewriter Co. / 
Middletown, CT rear pane! cover missing. 
*Remington-Rand model seventeen # JC 459698 
*Remington “Mfg. By Remington Std. Typewriter 
Co.” illion, NY; USA #65465 front cover panel 
missing. Wood spacebar and keylevers. Top roller 
lifts up to rear. 
*Remington Standard # LE 24263 5 red tab keys 
above keyboard. Paint flaking off. 

*Underwood Standard # 4465520-12 
*Royal Standard # KHM14-2075330 ~ metal 
removable side panels. 


SPRL RP RIPPLES 
The following néws article appeared in 


Report: Chicago cops ~ 
tortured black suspects 


CHICAGO Chicago police 
beat, kicked, shockéd or oth- 
erwise tortured scores of 
blackSuspects in the 1970s 


ecutors reported yesterday. 
However, the prosecutors 
— appointed by a Cook 
County judge four years ago 
to look into torture allega- 
tions — said that the cases 
are too old or too weak to 
prosecute anyone now. 
Prosecutors Robert D. year statute of limitations 


_Boyle and Edward Egan said __has run out... 


they found evidence that 
police abused at least half 
the 148 suspects whose cases 
were reviewed. Nearly all of 
the suspects were black. 
Boyle and Egan said that 
in only three cases involving 
a total of five former officers 
was there enough evidence 
to prosecute, but the three- 


“We only wish that we 
could indict on these three 
cases,” Boyle said, after a $6.1 
million investigation that 

- involved more than 33,300 
documents, the issuance of 
217 grand jury subpoenas 
and interviews of more than 
700 people. DON BABWIN 

Associated Press 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 


Hi, faithful typewriter collector friends. 
Another year has flown by and the 

collector world seems to be holding steady. 
Some of our brethren are aging and 

“retiring” from the “hobby.” Others are 

just “holding on,” and it doesn’t appear 

that many young people are following in te 

our footsteps. | can only add that it is up to} ; 

each of us to encourage and promote 

interest in our hobby to the younger generations. ‘Nuff said! 


In other news, Jann Dorothy has stepped down from writing the 
ONLINE NEWS section of this newsletter, and we thank her for her 
job well done. Thankfully, Lynda Beckler has offered to take up 
where Jann left off, and we welcome her wonderful writing style 
and energy. 


As most of you know by now, this is the last issue of 2006 and 
that means enclosed with this newsletter is a renewal form to 
continue your subscription for 2007. 

Some folks like to wait and mail them in late and that makes my 
job much harder. Many of you send in payments right away and | 
hope everyone will follow their lead this year. 

Please help me-—to help you---by sending in your renewals 
promptly. THANK YOU in advance. 


News from Overseas: by Les Owen, England 


The meeting celebrating the 25" anniversary of the German 
Collectors Club mentioned in my last News was described to me 
by one collector as “fantastic.” 

Upwards of 70 collectors were in Wasselonne, France for the 
event. The visitors enjoyed good food and were treated to wine 
tasting, and a trip to the huge Mutzig fortress built during the 19” 
century by the Germans, but now on French territory. 

The typewriter exchange session had many machines available 
for sale with prices from 3 to over 4 digits. There was also a table 
displaying members’ own interesting models, such as Morris, 
Munson, Chicago, Minerva etc. 

No sales of rare machines have been reported to me, but | 
would be surprised if there had not been the odd “private” deal 
done at such an occasion. 

Unfortunately, | was not able to attend as | had returned only a 
few days earlier from a visit to the Italian collectors meeting at the 
Pedrali museum. Mr Pedrali not only has a fine typewriter 
collection, but also a large collection of motor cycles. Over the 
weekend the town square immediately outside the museum, was 
filled with maybe 100 motor bikes. Saturday and Sunday the place 
was buzzing with the many visitors moving from bikes to 
typewriters. 

The downside for me was that there was no typewriter 
exchange. The only machine | saw on offer was a Moya No. 2 with 
a $6000+ price tag. To my knowledge there were no takers. 

Next event, Auction Team Breker, Cologne, November 25" 
2006. 


Please note my changed email address: lo@landbee.co.uk 
705 





e Online 





Typewriter Collecting News from around the Internet 


Lynda Beckler has agreed to continue this Online News 
column as Jann Dorothy has decided to step down. | 
would like to thank Lynda and welcome her. And many 
thanks to Jann for her dedicated and excellent job well 
done. 


Signed, Mike Brown 
Thank you, Mike, it is my pleasure © 


eBay continues to be a seemingly endless 
source of typewriters. In the third quarter of 
2006, we were treated to yet another Burnett 
(!!), a Moya, a Japanese-character machine of 
unknown make, and a spectacularly atrocious 
Underwood electric with a “silencer” carriage 
surround, appropriately dubbed, “The Iron 
Lung.” (Thank you, “typebarsmack” whoever 
you are, you made my day!) 


Pink was the color of choice for the Royal Quiet 
Deluxe. Three were listed and sold at prices 
ranging from a modest $112.50 all the way up 
to $270. Or if red floats your boat, on any given 
day there are no less than 6 or 7 Olivetti 
Valentines. Rare though they may be, many go 
unsold at starting bids of under $100. 


For the fashion-conscious, typewriter key 
jewelry is going unsold. Is this a good sign? 
Can it be the fad has run its course ?? Ona 
whim, | started tracking the jewelry auctions and 
here’s an interesting development: The items, 
which actually SOLD, had other bits of detritus 
mixed in with the cannibalized key tops. There 
was a perfectly hideous Halloween bracelet 
($114), a Monopoly-TW key bracelet ($69.33), 
Nancy Drew, Beauty and the Beast, Winnie the 
Pooh and Where’s Waldo in a dead heat at 
$32.99, and even a selection of bible verses 
mounted inside the key rings. (“Thou shalt not 
kill” was not one of the verses.) 
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by Lynda Beckler 


oe baywatch...recent eBay auction highlights. 


Commercial Visible #6 with wooden case............ $3,410. 
BUIGte (TUSTY) one «/ossresieret eocins sion oe Sorat nestnoe aemuaete $3,128. 
ST WRI TOY TWNSN hoc natee odaes Sedat oe ahaeeetaane $2,125. 
Lambert (embossed)............... 2.0.00 ccc cee cee see eee ees $1,875. 
HMONG 1, GUI eso ce aisnsardod ace nctaigasiswaaslcece gonna $1,742. 
Salter Visible side in poor condition).............. $1,350. 
Daughiery... er eee ee emer i Isc (0 
Bronze Rem- ‘Sho... $1,100 
Franklin #7 wicover... $1,100 
Imperial B... $1,075 
Williams #2. »seneeep 1,045; 
Moya #2 (much missing, ‘but still ; a 3 Moya)... paste meena $999. 
SAS EO ascents eae ct ey ca ee ea epee va erecta Shieh $961. 
Jewell Duplexs ee 2 cctes i bine eee eed eee 10 
Japanese Character............... 0. ccc ccc cesceensee ene eenes $717. 
PUTO TIC ANS INGO vs cates tas vee op herede vucleeteoare se enieaeas $721. 
EENOTSON FO sc idic- oie paaseseinnc den ooeese xen sconssace mse itewsn POOO: 
SUN SANG an 2 os ccis csvsse sossevssos.cines easiewcisnense sas oateuede $625. 
MGI (FEN-POOT). 6, cscvvestns oss oxeesviers seenseteneeeries erm POOO 
0). 474: enn ae 1) cee PSE Os PE OS ERE ne $455 
Fayv-ShO(Digeh hs. cc tiSut tse ee tscches hac eceas evo $410 
sia ta ad ote aero ere sees eues he deaese sees $4085. 
Underwoog ron) LUNG a: ccsasscrsesacseressemine cap seoeess $362. 
DONS MORE 4 os ctses conc oc ocites cata ed poorenseoccacusen cca aee $349. 
Bennett... -$355. 
Oliver #5 (restoration)... $306. 


**Jim Donahue, the seller of the restored Oliver 
#5 may be a good resource person for others 
with restoration projects. 


He specializes in Oliver and has a veritable 
graveyard of parts (but no ribbon spool covers.) 


| bought the front and a few keytops for my 
Oliver #7 and found him very reasonable. 


He even included, FREE, a small bottle of Olive 
Green paint so I’m painting my new kitchen © 


Contact him at: jcd30281@yahoo.com 











THE FATHER OF THE TYPEWRITER IS DEAD 





MR. W.K. JENNE PASSES AWAY AT ILION IN HIS 81" YEAR 


(Ed. note: The source of this story is not known. It 
appears to have been gleaned from one or more 
obituaries and was apparently 
distributed by Ever-Ready Typewriter Service Co. 
who was located at 65 W. Broadway in N.Y.C. It was 
written after his death in 1918 and has a decidedly 
“Remington” slant in its telling of Mr. Jenne’s story.) 


All Remington men who have had 
the good fortune to visit the Remington 
Works, on the annual Field Days, or for 
other Remington’ functions, _ will 
remember a venerable old: man whose 
appearance on the scene was always 
the signal for an ovation, the entire 
gathering never failing to rise in his 
honor. That well loved and familiar face 
will be seen no more, for William K. 
Jenne (Ed. note: pronounced Jenny) 
died at Ilion on January 18”. 


Mr. Jenne has long been known as 
the “father of the typewriter.” The 
original writing machine, the model 1 


Remington, was. built under his 
superintendence. Through his efforts 
the crude _ inventor’s model was 


improved in design and made practical 
for manufacture and sale, and during 
the first thirty years of its history Mr. 
Jenne was the principal factor in the 
development of the writing machine. 
Truly a remarkable record for one 
man—one which fully entitled him to all 
the honors he received. 


Frankly, we wonder how many 
Remington salesmen of today know that 
wonderful story—the story of how the 
type-writer came to be? We wonder if 
they all know how entirely that story is a 
Remington story; how completely and 
literally true it is that in its origin 
“typewriter” meant “Remington” that 
the Remington created the typewriter 
industry and that nearly all of the great 
time and labor saving improvements of 
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written and 





the machine, at each subsequent step 
of its progress, have been Remington 
improvements? The passing of Mr. 
Jenne is an impressive reminder to us 
all of these facts. 


The main facts of Mr. Jenne’s life are 
soon told. He was born in Lancaster, 
Mass., in 1837, of good old New 
England stock. His father, Siloam 
Jenne, was a skilled mechanic and an 
inventor of some repute, and it was 
from this parent that Mr. Jenne 
inherited his mechanical bent. Mr. 
Jenne spent the early years of his life in 
his native state. It was in 1861, at the 
age of 23, that he came to llion, the little 
New York town in which he was 
destined to spend all of the remaining 
years of his long, active and useful life. 
Even in those days Ilion was a town 
which the name “Remington” h 
already made famous. These were Civi 
War times, when E. Remington & Sons, 
the famous gun makers, were busy on 
the big war contracts, and the fame of 
the Remington gun had already spread 
to the four corners of the earth. It was 
to be Mr. Jenne’s destiny to make this 
name “Remington” even more famous 
in connection with the writing machine. 


Soon after removing to Ilion, Mr. 
Jenne entered the Remington service 
and in the year 1873 he held important 
position in their sewing machine 
department. It was in this year that the 
historic events began which were 
destined to link the name Jenne to that 


of the writing machine. 


The history of the attempts to invent 
a typewriter, carry us back 150 years. 
The first known attempt, shown by & 
records of the British Patent Office, 


was that of Henry Mill in 1714. The first 
American attempt was made by William 
Austin Burt of Detroit in 1829. Many 
other efforts, mainly in’ America, 
followed in the next forty years. 
Charles Thurber of Worcester, Mass., 


built a typewriter in 1843, Fairbanks in- 


1848, Oliver T. Eddy in 71850, A. E. 
Beach in 1856, and many _ other 
attempts followed during the next ten 
years. 


All of these machines wrote, some of 
them wrote well, but none of them was 
practical because, one and all, they 
lacked the prime essential—that of 
Speed. Without exception they were 
slow—slower even than the pen. 


The problem was finally solved by 
three mechanics of Milwaukee, Sholes, 
Soule and Glidden, whose names will 
have a lasting place in history as the 
inventors of the writing machine. 
Sholes and his associates began their 
labors in 1867, and the story of their 
perseverance in the face of difficulties 
is an interesting chapter in the romance 
of invention. After six years of labor 
they thought that the machine was 
sufficiently perfected, and in that year 
1873 it was brought to the great 
Remington Works at llion in the hope of 
interesting the Remingtons in_ its 
manufacture. It is here that the name of 
Mr. Jenne enters into the typewriter 
story. 


The negotiations were successful 
and the inventor’s model was placed in 
the hands of Mr. Jenne — for 
development. Mr. Jenne’s labor during 
the following year constitutes his 
principal claim to fame. The inventor’s 
model was so crude as to be of little 
value except to show that the idea was 
practical. Under Mr. Jenne’s efforts 
the machine was reduced in size, 
improved in design, and evolved into a 
model suitable for manufacture and 
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sale. Early in the year 1874 the first 
machines were placed upon. the 
market. 


This machine was then known simply 
as “The Typewriter.” Today it is known 
as the Model 1 Remington. Its correct 
historical designation is “Ancestor of 


Writing Machines.” 


lt is needless to describe to 
Remington men the appearance of this 
first machine. At one time or another 
you have probably all seen it. The 
Model 1 Remington was enclosed ina 
wooden case, the carriage return was 
operated by a foot treadle, it wrote 
capital letters only, and altogether it 
was a very crude and_ imperfect 
forerunner of the present day writing 
machines. Chief among these features 
were the step by step escapement and 
the type striking at a common central 
point. 


These principles, as embodied in the 
first Remington, are so obvious and self 
evident today that it seems strange that 
they were not discovered until after a 
century and a half of inventive effort. 


Another one of the standard features 
of the present day typewriter which 
made its first appearance on the Model 
1 Remington was the “universal” 
keyboard, to give its present name. 
Like most typewriter features, now 
more or less universal, this keyboard 
was Remington in its origin. The 
question is often asked, how this 
arrangement of letters on the keyboard 
was arrived at. The answer is that it is 
an adaptation of the arrangement of the 
printer’s case. For this reason it 


‘seemed to the builders of the first 


machine [that it would work for them 
too.] 


Every Remington man knows that the 
early history of the typewriter was a 





period of struggle and discouragement. 
You present day Remington men, when 
you are up against stiff competition, 
can comfort yourselves by 
remembering that the days before 
there was any competition were the 
hardest of all. 
when no man knew that he needed a 
typewriter and few indeed were willing 
to be convinced. 

Another great obstacle was the fact 
that the Model 1 Remington wrote 
capitals only, which didn’t appeal to 
people in those days any more than it 
does now. Mr. Jenne, who had now 
become the superintendent of the 
Remington Typewriter Works, soon 
began to wrestle with this problem. His 
own inventive genius was of a high 
order, and in addition he was singularly 
receptive to the ideas of others. As a 
result, the Model 2 Remington, the first 
machine which wrote both capitals and 
small letters, appeared on the market in 
the year 1878. 

Of course, you all know how this was 
done—by placing two types on each 
bar and the use of a shift key for writing 
the capitals. Don’t forget, however, to 
add the shift key to the long list of 


Remington ideas which have now 
become basic in typewriter 
construction. 


The Model 2 Remington proved to be 
the kind of machine that the public 
wanted and very soon thereafter the 
period of failure ended and the long 
years of success began. 

Mr. Jenne remained for thirty years 
the superintendent of the Remington 
factory, until his retirement in 1904, and 
during these years he did incomparably 
more than any other one man in the 
mechanical development of the 
typewriter. Nine successive Remington 
models—all of them in fact except those 
now current—belong to the Jenne 
period, and it is impossible’ to 
enumerate all of the improvements 
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which were due to Mr. Jenne or 
achieved under his direction. 

One of these, however, must not be 
overlooked, for it is another of the ore 
Remington ideas which has_ sinc 
became standard. This was the 
decimal tabulator, which made its first 
appearance in the early nineties as an 
attachment of the Remington 
Typewriter, but was not “built into” the 
machine until the advent of the present 
Model 11. 

This tabulating typewriter was the 
forerunner of the first Adding and 
Subtracting Typewriter which, as all of 


our readers know, was also a 
Remington. It was Mr. Jenne’s 
privilege to live to see the first 
typewriter with the  tabulating 


attachment develop, step by step, into 
the great Remington Accounting 
Machine (Wahl Mechanism) of the 
present day. 

Mr. Jenne retired, full of honors, in 
1904. During the last fourteen years of 
his life he rested from his strenuou 
labors and he enjoyed during th 
evening of his days that homage from 
typewriter men which he had earned by 
his remarkable service to the industry. 
Among his fellow townspeople and all 
who knew him well, this homage was 
not due alone to his achievements. It 
was also a personal tribute to a man 
whose gentleness and goodness made 
him universally loved. 

The death of the “father of the 
writing machine” brings us~ an 
impressive reminder of two facts which 
should be a help and inspiration to 
every Remington man. 

One of these is the comparative 
youth of the industry. When we 
consider what the writing machine 
stands for today and what an 
indispensable factor it has become in 
the world’s work, it seems hard to 


realize that all of this has come about 
within little more than a generation. 
Such results achieved in so short a 
time, confirm us in our belief that the 
typewriter is only on the threshold of its 


achievements, and that wee as 
Remington men are going to share in 
this greater destiny. 


The other fact is the Remington 
contribution to this record. The fact 
that the first typewriter was a 
Remington and its advent created the 
typewriter industry is only the initial 
fact in this record. Let us never forget 
how much of typewriter history, is 
essentially Remington history and how 
very many of the great contributions to 
typewriter progress have been 
Remington contributions. The story of 
Jenne’s life shows how true this has 
been in the past, and such later 
features as the Self Starter, the Set Key 
and the Accounting Machine prove that 
it is equally true in the present. 


But above all let us remember that 
the sum of the Remington 
achievements, past and present, give 
us pride in the industry which is an 
exclusive Remington possession. Ina 
special sense the typewriter industry, 
and indeed the whole office appliance 
industry, is OUR industry—founded by 
us and developed mainly by us. This 
unalterable fact constitutes every 
Remington man’s opportunity and also 
his obligation. The name “Remington” 
and all that this great name connotes 
attends the Remington salesman daily 
and is with him in his every task. Itis a 
constant reminder to the customer that 
the Remington salesman has special 
claims to a hearing and it is an equally 
potent reminder to our own salesmen 
that, in a special sense, the honor of the 
typewriter business is in our keeping. 
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W.K. Jenne Update... 





WILLIAM K. JENNE 
In the book titled Story of the 
Typewriter 1923, it is written: “It is true 


that Sholes, despite failing health 
continued active in the invention of 
type-writer improvements during the 
greater part of his remaining days, but 
it was under the fostering care and 
supervision of Jenne that the Sholes 
and Glidden model of 1873 was 
transformed into the first commercial 
typewriter, and it was under his 
continued superintendence that this 
famous machine subsequently 
underwent one improvement after 
another until it finally won for itself an 
indispensable place in the world’s 
work. 

In December of 2001 my friend and 
colleague Jack Knarr and myself had 
the honor of visiting William K. Jenne’s 
final resting place, in upstate New York. 
(See photos on page 712.) 

We were particularly moved by the 
fact that chiseled right into his 
headstone is the word. 

*‘TYPEWRITER” 

He may in fact be the only man in 
America with that designation, and it 
just goes to show his dedication to the 
building of the machine, and what his 
friends, family and associates thought 
of him. 





















Below: Four of Wm. K. Jenne’s patent drawings. & 
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Type-Writing Machine. Pri hc 
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WM. K. Jenne’s gravesite (December 2001) 


Armory Hill Cemetery, Ilion, New York 
Notice the word TYPEWRITER on his tombstone. 











Old Soldiers 


(and Typewriter Collectors) 
don’t just fade away--- 
THEY COME BACK AGAIN!! 


By JACK KNARR 


One topic we guarantee no _ typewriter- 
collector publication has ever tackled is what 
happens when the fire dies, when a typewriter 
nut loses the faith. 
Until now! We had to take a long look in the 
mirror. One of our own has ‘gone South,’ in 
more ways than one. 
Back in 2001, Curt Scaglione, TYPEX’s 
Website wizard and a Mike Brown soldier from 
the start, stumbled upon two or three 
collectors of STAPLERS (of all things). 


This was not long after the retired Army 
sergeant had _hightailed it from Fort Dix, N.J., 
to Hudson, Fla., to start a new life, figuratively 
and literally leaving his typewriter-collecting 
buddies far behind. 


This is a man who once was so meticulous 
in typewriter restoration that he actually 
poured his own missing keytops from a 
precious Hammond typewriter, using a dental 
concoction suggested by a dentist at the 
Walston Army Hospital where Curt worked. 
The Scagliones’ little military house was 
stuffed full of wonderful, priceless machines. 
Even the boiler room had shelves full of 
models. 


And The Mad Restorer had an odd 
affliction: He rarely put ribbons in his restored 
masterpieces or typed any words or sentences 
on them. He didn’t want to fatigue the metal 
any more than it had already been. 


My God, his finished pieces were so very 
nice that they could have sat up and played 
America The Beautiful in the front row at The 
Smithsonian. One incredible day, | received a 
letter from Curt. He had sent a little note, and 
TYPED IT! Just to show he could. 


But without our guidance, the likeable cuss 
went nuts, as a lot of “normals” do when they 
hit Florida. 
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Heaven forbid, the motorcycle bug bit him, 
and Curt put 42 or so of his museum-quality 
typewriters up for bid on eBay, so he could 
buy a new Honda. 

The sales brought home a _ whopping 
$9,500. An Underwood “Wagner” No. 1 model 
went for $700. A round-front Hammond sold 
for $350 or $400. A Molle for $200. An Oliver 
#2 No. 9889 that he’d bought as a true basket 
case (parts in a bucket) for $25, brought $450. 
And when they were gone, he got out of 
typewriter collecting! Oh, he kept two of his 
favorite typewriters. 


“One of them was a gift from God,” he said. 
“Right before | was about to go to an Army 
Advanced Course in Indianapolis, (collector) 
Bob Aubert wanted to sell me a Blickensderfer 
7 for $250, and he’s telling me, ‘This is a great 
deal,’ when it really wasn’t. And | said no. 


“| get to Indianapolis, and I’m studying, I’m 
working hard, and some of my classmates 
came to me and said there was an antiques 
show nearby, ‘Why don’t you go fo it, take a 
break?’ One guy forced me to go. So I’m 
walking around, and here’s a Blick 7. | said, 
‘Oh, you're kidding me!’ 
“So | walked up to the guy, and | said, ‘How 
much do you want for the old typewriter?’ He 
said, ‘Give me 50 bucks, and it’s yours.’ So of 
course | did it; the thing was pristine, there 
was nothing broken on it. It was in its wooden 
box. This was from 1896. 


“The other one was a Remodeled #2 
Hammond,” Curt said. “Hammond made the 
No. 1 in the wood cases, beautiful 1890 
machines. They started sending them out, and 
Hammond said, ‘No, we’ve got some new 
features we want to put on them; send ‘em 
back.’ So everybody sent ‘em back, and 














Hammond just stamped them, ‘Remodeled.’ 
So now it’s a Model 2. But it's actually a 
Remodeled #1, from 1890. And | just could not 
let that one go. I'd gotten it for $150 in a favor 
for a _ friend who couldn't afford it.” 


Anyway, after the clean-out, Curt ran out 
and bought a Honda motorcycle. While he 
never typed on his precious typewriters, he 
sure does ride the Honda Arrow 750. 
“It sounds like a Harley, looks like a Harley,” 
he said. “I’ve had it as far north as North 
Carolina. I've put 30,000 miles on it in two 
years. 





“lam serious,” Curt said. “I’ve taken all the 
riding courses, so I’m very confident. At 75 
miles an hour on the Interstate, | wear a 
helmet, | wear leather, | wear boots.” 


Meanwhile, the mechanical interest he 
showed in typewriters has switched over 
totally to staplers. 


For those first few stapler pals, Curt 
decided to create a Guide to Antique and 
Vintage Fasteners. He put together old ads 
he’d found, lovely patent drawings, some 
artwork, a little bit of writing; he got it done! 


But it wasn't easy. 
“I’m gathering this,” he said. “It’s very hard. 
Nobody’s ever done this before.” 

Then he began publishing a quarterly 
stapler newsletter, and that kicks, too! 
Everything is neatly-done, chatty-readable, 
and interesting. 


The really mind-boggling news is that Curt 
Scaglione doesn’t even charge the other 
collectors money for these issues. And he isn't 
rich, either. He works as a sheriffs officer in 
child advocacy. 





The man is having a grand time publishing his 
stapler stuff. He is like a farmer working fresh 
new fields. 


Example: He came upon a_ college 
professor who was teaching the relationships 
between Japanese and English words, and 
discovered the professor in his lectures was 
giving credit for the invention of the stapler to 
a Dr. Hotchkiss who was really the inventor of 
the machinegun! He had his Hotchkisses 
mixed up! 


“So | wrote him,” Curt said, “and | gave him 
the history of the Hotchkiss stapler, and how 
the first contract ever came to be. And he 
loved it. He uses it now, and gives me credit 
for correcting him. Because nobody had ever 
done the research.” 


Typewriters are way way back there, in the 
rearview mirror of memory. Curt said 
typewriter collecting had been a good hobby. 
“But it was time to move on. The flea markets 
in Florida have few _ typewriters.” 


But just about then, as we were finishing up 
lunch, a third party in our interview, Kathy 
Wingard, who also lives in Hudson, told of an 
old man who lives in St. Petersburg, and has 
what must be one of the last typewriter stores 
around. 


And right away Curt Scaglione’s ears 
pricked up like a sex-starved beagle who’s just 
gotten the first sniff of a, uh, Sholes & Glidden 
No.1! 


“He’s got one of the IBMs that types 
music,” Kathy said. Curt started drooling, and 
it wasn’t just from lunch, either. “Those go for 
big bucks today,” he said. 


You knew he’d be down in St. Pete just as 
fast as that Honda would __ go. 


“| didn’t know there was a guy there,” Curt 
said. “I'll be there. I'll be Knocking on his door. 
Does he have any in his office?” he asked 
Kathy. 


| guess the real truth is that nobody ever 
really leaves the “hobby” after all. 


Reach Curt Scaglione at mystaplers@yahoo.com or by 
Snail-mail at 7414 Ambergate Ln., Hudson, Fla. 34667. 
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The 


ALEXIS 


Type- Writer 


Here’s a report of an obscure typewriter, one that 
remained totally undetected by typewriter 
historians until now. It’s the tale of the Alexis, a 
linear index typewriter, the invention of James A. 
Wallace, of Alexis, IL in 1890. 
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(Me Model.) J. A. WALLACE. 
TYPE WRITING MACHINE. 


No. 423,644. Patented Mar. 18, 1890. 























US Patent # 423644 


The Alexis measures 16+” wide, 6” deep and 5” 
tall. The extra wide size allows for a paper 
transport carrier to travel inside its body, across 
the entire writing line. The paper lays. flat on the 
transport carrier and while the carrier moves 
horizontally across the writing line, characters are 
selected from a linear index at the top of the 





by Tony Casillo 


machine and printed when the index plate is 
positioned over the desired character and the 
operator presses a lever in the rear left corner, 
sending a hammer beneath the rubber index into 
the character and printing on to the paper. 





View of paper traveling across the writing line. 
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Label inside the carrying case containing operating instructions. 


Also of interest is the location of the spacebar. the writing line. All-in-all, using the Alexis 
It’s positioned at the rear left corner, next to the was far from easy and it’s not surprising that 
print lever. The typeface is rubber and prints in this one didn’t stick around for long. 


upper and lower case. In order to print in 
upper case, the operator would move a lever 
located on type plate that shifted the type from 
lower to upper case. Inking was accomplished 
by an ink pad located on the deck beneath the 


type plate. 


Another prominent feature of this little beauty 
is the feed roller shaft with knurled knob, used 
to advance paper. It’s a full six inches long 
and protrudes out that far from the left side 
ae frame when the paper transport carrier is at the 
extreme right margin. Peculiar, but that would 
also enable the typist to turn the paper feed 
knob when the carrier is at the opposite end of 





716 Paper Feed Shaft extending from the left side. 











THE PERFECT TYPEWRITER CHAIR 


This wonderful patent drawing was found by Dirk Schumann of Germany. He posted it on the 
TYPEWRITERSGROUPS&Yahoo.com website for all of us to see, and we thank him for it. 
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